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i ATTENDED the Ldbertador early itt the morning 
in conftnriiiity with the orders I had received the 
preceding day» abd found him employed in dic- 
tating the absWers to my despatched in the same 
situation as I had seen him in the 4.ay before. 
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^ RECOLLECyip^f^S, Qf A, SERVICE 

WM^ ftl^PK i^Wfti ^M . J^e.ortieBficii )m^f?#it^ 

^ft.^U.l?p4^^^teyt?^pfli, ^h^^ miuutipe are pqwe- 
\y^^,.cof^9^ti^.w^^][^^olih^ ^pjbsequept,.e\^At^ cif 
gf^q^iropf?rj^iai^^ffprtl»f ]^ul4^, .Having perused 
tl^. ^t^fs oy^^afldtiqy^rr.w^wb I had delivered 
^m %m,Aris|W^^>Cb^ pressed me closely upon 
%y^q^ pQiwtR.;,„liQ^. Q^ueral Ariswendez was per- 
sppajjy disposed! towards him# awd why Urdenette 
w;ay repijqVj^^ frpW. the ^itujatiou of general of t^e 
division sent against Barcelona^ He observed^ 
tj^tasjjj^l^e .Q^eral s^iwd, vecy solicitous . to 
^ps^fl^r^jpy jprppipt^on, I.wfis d^ubt^esp in his con- 
$.(JlejDjQ)^i i|p^,ipfoTwed me that it ;wfluld be much 
t^i^y^.futi^re advantage, tP a^wer him^withp^t 
h^t^tip^. or concealment. . =, :. ; 

f,^ repU^, ,|Jiat I had pot the-hApo^r of GenewJ 
j^^i^iiQnde^'s cbD^ence so unreser^tredJiyr as ^his 
Excellency appeared to suppose ; but I, >R?as 
^Ff?ttly.iPCfnyinced/th*t the. General. entjpjf^inj94.. for 
l|ip^,eypry ^|?ntiroent pf respect as the.Cjtiief q€ th^ 
Rj^p,^l^%^j^iid every regard for his. inten^sts^ wliiflf^ 
frpf}).,h|$ j^iti^^tipn were so necessarily eml^odied 
^^J^jfjhose.pf his QQuntry. As legar^ed the ^isn 
v^^^^l f^ Gm^i^ Urdenetta^ I observed ^. that i the 
reppf||% I .h?id deliv^ed ^. h«a -of the jnaiUtary 
W8^ig?^iop fiof .thQr» fccm^^ct 4?^t^nX:.\ef4^ at 
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sjiffiSlSictBHijr'A^ it>li^ ill' m^ 
sMb^'thig c^ti»e bfhfs thtadm, ''vrnth.^^WsJ ^ 
Uife individual, act' tof 'i^?isiheAdezr;f bwt ontf'sSttit- 
tUJtteJd tiy hitil' itt Ws-'ta^adt^'aj* Viiife-^^dsidehf 

^thfe Congre«^:'"fefc ffieAisaid/y^rf'W^tfe'bii'tlife 

kp6t; Head tb«'reiJclrt;"fet(A 1^11 liig tf«iV4Slb6i+fect-' 
, P«did so, and an^vrir^d'tliat^'tt Wa^; (lle'runii'-' 
inkttsd for some 'time, atift Ns^tel«!d"lost"Sti'>th6' 
lintiftnsity of his tbtfu^ht*/ 6»td as 'if Imcdisddus 6f 
I being iiear any persoti; obsfefved, ""^hg mtsft be 
• replaced j^meaning-, as i p^esttme', <JdHe!t8U Ur-' 
dtenetta. ' •■ ■■ •■' - •••-••• • i- .-i-.i, 

He' afteirwards desired' wre ib itiforfn 'Him' 'as 'feV' 
as I ccrald of the operatiOcfs df the tieM^ckvapufga 
tX the British legion, -which I did; and ih th6 end 

r 

hfe^ismissed me vety^ flatteringly, giting me th6 
despatches, and one hundred dollars to defilay any 
adtiiftional eicpehses I might have to incur,^ aflid 
dhook me by> the hand with the same wafmth 
4tid condescension as before. 
'"After taking leave of Colonel Mardynl set out 
fbr t!lie banks of the Oronoco, whithfer a couriei^ 
had beeii despatched to provide nie witti it danbe; 
I^ fbutid it preparing, and until if wsfs cotn- 
pffeted'l staid at the house of one of the meihbers 
of^ the late NewQrenadian Congress, to take some 
rfefreshment. I had not been long there when a 
J^nrier came dashing up to the beach to inquire of 
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the Iiidwis.faQ saw abouj^ this csuomm^^i whetfaer^ 
I ]h«d started* /B^iogdirwted to the house where J: 
WBSy he git^e me/a leitteV. firom BoJkiYar^ command- 
iftg mer tp \vwt until hii ^C^c^epoy joined n]^> as 
he had cdmetto the detenaainatiim of. returning to 
^ngqstura^ himself^ imltiAd > of wrjiting. In about 
thme houra. ht aifiliyed> ; and orders were immedi- 
ately given for ^ ^miote> of the 'largest claa» to be 
prepaned lor his coa^eyafie^ He desired nae to 
giire up the deqpatcbes^ and to attend him in a 
^rt walk while the boat was got ready. During 
Ike raiDtble> •he questioned me as to the popular 
opinion in Venezuela of the goyemment and miLn 
tftfy oapabilitii^ of ArismdndeiSi ai^ if the people 
admired him? I aiiswered, that the. manner in 
which I had been constantly employed since, my 
arrival in the country, did not allow me to learn 
the opinioiis of tiie poodle. We then returned to 
the banks of the iriver^ and weiit on board with 
Qolpi^ O'lreai^^ a young native officer, Xieuter 
nant Portlands, and the crew» our servants^ and 
faagg9^« hx this eom&rtlesS) conveyance^ great 
part of which was t^kiefi up by a cot slui^lbrhis 
Gixceileneiy's convenience, above thirty ;persons ate 
andrefpsed during the voyage, excepting, on 
Afie days» when we sometimes went on shore t0 
breakita^t and dine, and to take a siesta.* When- 
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IN COLOMBIA. • 5 

ev» hie Exc^Itency went ashore/ be tetmrlabijr 
itivrteA me to share these repadte^ with bkta, i^rid 
s6ttietittieB exolusitely i$o, Ihalt 'he^ tuight hiive'ir 
better opportunity 6f ^Uestibihiligi fjfie/ upotti' any^ 
;p6mt he wiifh^ to be iiiad& tkndWo t t«r ihhii con^' 
ceming * the alKdi^ of V^ezu^Ia. ' -» fAt ^ ' ver^ 
. st&ge of the voyage ' I thMight IH eoutd pei^' 
^ oeive that the governnieilt ctf >fmy patmn, Gten^ral 
ArisMendez, would be c£ short diiratiori^ and my 
fliituatiofn Wai^ one 6f extreme delidacy imjl diffi-* 
cul1rf;)as 1 was unceai&ifigly interrogated 'as to^Ms 
miieiitkms, dispomti6ii8j and the objecte he had 
in tiew, by p<u^«trifl^ 1^' line^bf eondiict be iMui 
marked out for himself. Geneml Marim also 
stoAied likely to^arcPihe same itaite, As^BoliTar 
did m>1: hesitate to( Say, tflkAl' he w^nldifattt^ idiy 
(ttSfiet officer in the eoufttry had the cMnmdnd of 
th€i tt^Mi^s^ durihg^ his absence than him. Odt 
'tiffetfls generally odni^isted of' dried beef or tsussM, 
pls^ta^s, biscuit, wil^e, attd London bbtfled jiorl 
tef, of <#l^i<$h laist Bolivar is remarkably fondl, and 
had a good^ store with inm^ After reii^shii^ kim* 
is^lf with these he would imi^rse hitn^lf hi hAd 
s{^ri6g wsfler f&c some time, and when h^> hat 
i^drMsQd himself, ^pply Wet ckiths ' t«r faift^ htead 
#r se^ral ifiinutes^^ which is a ^rdnrite' dasteih 
Witl^ Him. When wia io6k^our m^^s a«hoi:^, fa^ 
would not unfrequently amuse and exercise him- 
self by* gitog irttd' the Woods after dinner, to^ shoot 
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aflsw small birds j ^nd) he is decidedly the b^st 
Sbot'I ev^r saw. I havfenever seen hhh nms^a 
ski\g\b hltd- ^though^heihas ^brought dovm atl^aat 
t*K> hatidred itiimy pPe^ttce;^ 
•i 'These little' excurmbhs over, ? he« would verjr 
rarely^ indulge hitngdfvrithia cigar, rt)ut this is ^ 
practice' irt '^hich he. ■ -^Idom^ indulges, nor is he 
pmHe to driikkitig to' dn ei^cess; His habits in this 
i«6^(}t are.i!isua}IyH3fianf abstemious nature, owing, 
aid is generaliy believed, to the alanniug efii^et 
which exditef&ent of: such a nature 1ms upon him. 
He has been^ upon some occasions delirious for 
day^, and his faculties suffer severely after similar 
acts of indis»etkm. • 

Our'progresi^ daring the, first four dsays was 
unvaried by any kind of incident or accident ; .and 
as the President was nearly ail the time either 
asleep, or deeply involved in his reflectionEi, 
^m which neither of our companions cared t«> 
arousti'bim, our time- was passed in as dull n 
manner o^ , could be imagined* The (sdenery on 
eithler side of the Orcmoco during this part of: otei 
journey wsb not calculated ' to afford plbai^re, as 
rifwasiieavly a level, unomamented wiUi anythihg: 
tO'attracM;'the eye. There were hundreds' of iriy 
old ^oqtiaintaiices the alligdtc»*s, who were usually 
toi'b^ ieen lying on the top of liife' water with 
theii^ mouths open, ever ^and anon closing tb^n 
widi a horrible c^ash upon '^ some ludkless >fisb. 
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jwijlsbftfaer fl^M^ 4]^* tbe dniteojt had : cpii]^90(L/iMQ 

/ tMfi»^ In I the . -ccrnvsef- of / f liliei voyoge > I ^hfdtrJIf^ 

opfM>TtoBi*y>DfmsQcrftoimuitg mfset'oafl^ 4)^$^ 

creatyres, which! dD^rjateit jjepc^Qt toibftWt ^Q^h 

j WBved ! in /.th^f natowal »bi(9rtJory/'of fttofem*. ^iiThe 

\lDiiaan$i toldiBote itbat, prtnri^iliiy <lQi tb^ir^ going. ^^ 

\s0apehir of pre5rjr)/thQy' al^a^ik! «wiaJk)w a , ^^qw^ 

ittett, I by the additioaal »wf igbt 4^f . in,^ timy , may^ ke{ 

enabled to db&with^ the)gr6at)er.4^^ty».aiid 4(^ 

J whatever ^they may seis^e u^wtotf ^> water mik 

\ th^m ; wojth €iase J ' < They have 'IrequQnIly .beto 

\ knowoi (Xb tfais^' . Eiver, where they ai*e ^ eKceadingly 

i large; and trapdokvua, to«draw^men;aad boarseS/4ti 

an instant out of sight. Not giYmg^iasi^glmUQrs^ 

toithi8.$tateinent;of the Indians^ I d?tejwined> to 

ascertain if > it w^retrue, and.meiitiwed<niy>iDlte)A* 

tioDr to bis ExoeUenoyy who aasuiied >lmeMthe 

^ Indkiis; were ooroect ; andy (for tlfe* ^ke^ of aipaufa^ 

I wei^t^ icon$&iit0d{ft0i shoc^t «Bome t^o t;CotiV}it¥^e M9i 

Thai i only parted where they are vulnwabte..to 

jBUsfeettflhet,; ate on the dirty ■• white parte .jrff rtbi? 

akinialoagthe chest and abdonien» and ^tiia eff^^ 

\jo£ about tbfree inthes in breadth behind /eacb^ ^r|. 

ThBr foi9Ber can. seldom be aimed /ftti ifftild/AS^ 

'^hf refope Jtied at the latt^i Bolivs^iit'v^AHl^ftiAVW 

fffaai joertain^ . ^liot wd. « killed \ sevemli (Wiith )a .ri^ 

in all to^ whieJhr'virh^ntopftiied^ wer9 ^fo^l)^ staneji, 

vaiF^n^ uiv:wei^t aei^rdiag ti(^» the iedzen>o£rt]|e 

ammaL The Img^sti skilled was about deveiiteen 
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feet in I^^Qgtfi, afid.had within iiim aistcnei^ 
iQg dUfwA feixtytor s&ye&ty^pfiftmds. The Indiam^ : 
whKuse ;MCii])at]fQiii ohiiged them fo he 'idwoyo: cmi 
the riferv' w ckise to its banks, said,' tfartthej 
« have frequently observe the young ones in liter 
mornings awsllowing email ston^ «t the side,, 
under the sbeitertrf" the w6ed, before they seardbsd 
foD their vietims^ and defMssittng them at night in; 
a place of safety ^ 

I have never «ien,this myself, nor have I ever met 
witk any pecflon but the Indians wjio have assfflted 
tfaftit they have ; and I have sometimes ilimbted 
wh^theirthese caiDuli are not secreled in the stor 
maofa^C^KetdligatiNia^m/tery^c^^ jand would . 

neyi^ move; out of tiM» way of tUe/cmiQe, unless Iftfaei 
crew made tremf»idous ^tnliiting^ which, when* 
th^re was A) gveat niunber of them, tiiey preferffod 
doingf ta^avcttding them by steerpg m ancnOi^ 
diifctiim. ^TheytoM us.thatsmdilcanoeahad been 
upsel<by idoiese creatures) which is not veiy>impio^ 
baJt4e, as tibey bw (j^m slight a construction as (o 
render j^ipsizemeiit a very ^usy matter. 

The river OrDnocok supposed to be the deepesti 
and most extensive in the wwld. It varies in 
bireadth according to the situaticm. At Angastera, 
yrhkix is th^ irarrowest and most shallow part, dt i 
is %bave a mjie and a half across^ ajid bas upwards ' 
o£:<^nehun(ked and twenty iaHtoms waiter, Thougb • 
above three hundred miles from the sea, thfe mir- 
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rent i9/h«B -at all times exMmely tuttong and* 
; rapid ; but ftiii the rainy 'season itv velocfity is 
amaziiig, 'and itB rise very great. At ' the trapitid; 
it has beea^ known to rise abo#e one hundred leeV 
above its cadinary level at these perkMls. Conse*' 
quently, damig the wet 'aeasons, the plains am 
completely inundated, and Ihe cattle are forced to 
seek:; the more mountaimems parts^ which they 
occupy till the waters have subsided; From* An*- 
gostwa the river mas through an extent of country 
of more than two thousand miles, acootding' to^ tiie 
coaBiputatio& of the uatrros, expanding itself* into 
majestie hrandkes^ which meandi3rMn serpentine 
fotms through' the delightful provinoe of Tarinas, 
wbiti^ it^EtoilMEes, while its beaotiful banks erery* 
wh^re dii^lay the richest vegetation, and beyond- 
th^tt 'is seen the most enchdinting and diversified 
scenery 4 Its depth on all parts of its branches w 
\equal to any species of navigation, and on' its 
bosomijare'seireral secure and commodions harb6ars.j 
The numbev of', snakes which* infest the ibarit^ 
of this majestic fiver exceed all idea, and manyof 
then iswe very large and dangerous. Cbilkig thenSi- 
. selves on the extreme ends of the> protruding 
branehes. of trees, they watch a favourable oppw-^ 
tunityof darth^ upon the passengers in thecanM^, 
and) if 'they sikcoeed in biting, death often en^s. 
Tlte mode of passing up the river, from <»ie port 
to anotkir, is commonly in canoes which have a^ 
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inAolvisrewt wtth;ped(Ue0, ivvithfcoteideisille 'im&n 
ntsBv Wfaeaa prooeieding fym^y;etu^m^% lio Nm^ 
Qntoada; r wlmk )i^ruied ogQisgi If^uptvard^'' itbe^r 
always'lcd6|)riiiear/tli6)fideiofiithe rtyan to^amd tbe 
fisdTca of thti:iaiJ^ijAnt.;i}mk.m^d^ they^a^ 

8edu]|Ouslyj)poest^drl;h6iniidl^ja0'//whQre tbdy hav/o^ 
the ifuU/b€aiefitr>ofdt6f^tr6ng|tk^t by whkb they come 
down m a day and oight^iwithout la^Mmr^ia.distaqoe 
whidii would /odcupy itJuesKi 'thite days laad nighU 
to pa^'in the reveree wayi... 

'^h tlieffiiithdayiiwe amised opposite to the ilittle. 
tMyrrii <^ iGajo:QS^ situaited laboiitta .imle:)fcom (thel 
^afite of the ;iiKipii,r vrttent' b»s iBiiQceU^iicy inteaadod ; 
toi^reist iotf th^ ikightJ tWe accofdiogly went; on 
i^borei audi exiteroMA the(townytji^hich/ooiiai9t$ /}[Cja 
single pliaza, with ai fountain in the ceotee <>£ it, 
and having two narrow .< stneal^ sanniog east jlnd 
weapon each side of the plaza, ifn^xa Miibich ttttQt 
otiiff streets dn opposite diiroejtAdtf^s branelvintl^rth/e 
9m^Ue. I ishould s^ippose ijti£i(aM>u|t{ Ahmet hun-^ 
drl3d)yards/long apid aboiit two Jbrn^e^wtbrQ^hi 
Wecif0im^ OjO difiikiulljyjinpriopuriftgeaqQelleiijtiqBari^ 
tmsn ^ rtb^ inbabijliants .were decidedlyi^n fayoi^i€< 
tjbie^trgpAit)ljcapittnterestsi, and .tW JUo^lda^^ra^evbtis 
EHcej^encry ai respi^tful and cordiali rei^eptton^i t . i 
4di&)tiBuppeir oucjhost informed; «s^^ that^.part^)$if 
Bpaniikrds^ MQldear^ Colonel deBi^s^^ihiid pljunden^ 
'^vtmmibij aUj^toe spedewif^ndcjeiYerryi ofchf* fiJju- 



^Ue^ft'coHtsitUid tbfft wAs portable, apd had driiHtoi 

; off iidl'tiie' cattle lodly/a.feA^daysibc^^ 

'' ||mr€y wef^^^i^till inspected of> bmag 'myiUk. netgli^ 

'%ouihooAp It sub«eqtietitly %pe€lped//thdt ><tlie^ 

w^e vclose to > it, atxd had' Teoeived>iia3f ell%ea6e/ tii 

Bolivar's^ DdovemetitS'^ f(»' in the <niglit' they en^ 

tewd Giarjos, whkAi * imd never '^ ibqfore^ : lopen^ 

evinced itself so boatile>to'themlas toentei^tainia 

pepubiican chief, with < an* < intention oi destroying 

^ bothihim and it. In - the * lattier t^y ' wer^ bilti tond 

successful, and but narrc^wly missed- : acoomyiiish^ 

ing» theii' objedt with regard to the Pr^ideot. 

7^We Imd retired/ta our i repose, after ^ an e^enmg 

ipK^t most agreeably irritht the Alcalde/ who "wias d 

man of endarged^mind^aild liberal opitiioni^, <in.the 

oolly tl^o rooni$ vacant in the house ; bis £xeelle&ciy 

and myself, by. his desire, ' in one, soad Colonel 

O/Leary^ and the Lieutenant in the other. (.The 

Radians had been left to sleep near the 'csinoe; 

which' is their oowimon practice, and wb we^e 

therfefdt^'left entirely withQUt any giialrd. 'AAier 

/nlklidgbt the Spaniards enitered the towti^ and ^dcU 

manddd of the prinoipal inhabitaaits the pei^n df 

B(#var.' They went to the Alcalde' asnongsb the resti 

wfto'persisftM'iii denying all- knowledge of hi^ beiniig 

in the>tbii;^n, but'i«efu»ed to op^n his doorls; « anil 

i^nlmiit jUs ^hdtse to a seareh. ^ The enenrp firiding 

tbey^wei^ likely tO'lose the object^ theiiipiirouit; 

fisc^ed ap<m' the moiltieifeetual me&od of didtodgiiijg 
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him. They ^ cmde^ set fii<^ to die tblkl,^'ahd ^ sli«- > 
ti0Ded i;hemselTei& kt flie ^treetsi^ leading ^frbm it, t& 
fierent his cgmss/ ' I^Le houses bein^ ehi^y 
composed of wood^* were not slow in coiisuimiig, 
and the Are ^om«Miiiicated itself ref)idly tottie' 
house we wete in. His Exeellenoy slept in 'his* 
cot, ' whicfii> had beefi brought up from the canoe 
and slung fotr hina^ and I was enjoying a sound 
nap in a bed prepared* for me, when I waa 
awoke i fay a loud and continued . lapping at the 
door. I opened it, and found a female ^servant 
sent by the Alcalde to apprize us of the danger^ 
and to give ^ a dftisguise each,, to 'assist in our 
escape*^. She had previousiy been to the-chafaibeh 
oceupied by O'Leary, mistaking it for the otte 
t^uotted by Bdivar ; and he; tii^tfaer witli Por^ 
nandez^ Uadi gone out of tiwt Ifouse.' 
A yainly endeavoured to^ bibuae his Bs^eetlency to 
a sense gA hit/situation^ )He was, frMl the fatigtre 
of befeg in She boat^ so crouiid asleep, as io renderit 
a matter ^idknibt i£ I should e?en get him out bf -the 
hitase^ Twenty inkiutes tirt ledst wei>e taken up in tUe 
attebipt ; and wbem r £ had lifted hkn out 'of ihei cot; 
and' had eten shaken him iiioleatiyvhe was scarcely 
awarerta^ his^dfiinger ; fout:b8vinig a colifiised notion 
<tf beii!^ survoundedi by the enemy, he ^'Wan^^ abou^ 
t«t fly initlie^ state in whk^hth^ kad>left<his'bed. 9 
stoff^ hii&i^and urged) the nebe$sity oVhi^c^uipt-' 
ping himself in the disguise the servant had pro^ 
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T^ii^j «Wid<^ his^rbeartag^apavtttf tfae papers Jie 

had. wHb him^ sAd some idC the dollars ihe had 

/hroiigbit ia bags for his usei in Vene^uelai. I could 

Inotrjfi^nee him hr soaxke time to listen lo me; fer 

WMIoiI had tutned about tt» leoUect the'shate for 

bkii to 0$^^, he had ^noijbst asleep <*again. The 

serfraot was too mudbt farmed to render much 

awifitance^ and I feared toi entrust her with the 

papers, lest her firight^should occasion the loss' of 

theim At leogthv with ^her help, I got him dressed 

in the clothes of a mitive woman, which his figure 

did not ill.suit, and tied a portion <cff what -there 

wmi to oarry up: in arug lor caunterpane, and slang 

it to his shomlders, and took my own: share fasteeed 

up in a fCapotd. This settled, I desired our com*- 

paBJpBS to see if tfie way avt of the house was elea^ ; 

but the instant she opened the «do(Hr*iof the room, 

afVphiine of ismofce>« followed quickly by flait^s^ 

' Iturst into tine rooiB. The delay which had oc« 

eurred had given time for the whole of the iaw4t 

pMrti^.tbe,buikliag to be on fire. No other diance 

ol'tfBseape. ym» left but that of jumping out of tiie 

vfi]|d9i«^> 'Whioh we did, firat Growing oar burdeM 

onK ^Lod leapmg upon them, at the cost of otkly a 

few. cautions. The unfortunate £»nalie Who had 

1^611 ithe oauaa of our escape brdce her arm, and 

<|tit6tw)se 810 injured herself as to be unable tolbl'* 

lovr MS. . To oarry her with ous loads was iiii^)0s<^ 
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AMe, and we w^re* therefore obligped; fbr4he^sake 
ofself-prreset^fertSota, to abohdbn her to 'her fat^ - ' • • ^ 
' ' The whok^tdM^H l/ms' by this time in a stade ^ 
itjfeflaglJation; and derefal of the streets, which 
^Wre vtfry narrow, wei-e masses of fifOi as, the 
fittines quite ' )^^la6hed iii'om one side to the otfcer^ '. 
aiid al eviery otheir outlet the Spanish cavalry were 
drawn tiji dtl littfe, landng* every individual who 
attem^ed to^- efecApe. The only way left was to 
rti«h t through! th^ ,flte; which his Eicelligncy wa» 
about to do as fest as ^sible, when we remem*- 
bered the fountain, andl requested him to allow^ 
nie'to dip his large capote; which I had thrown 
over hiria, in it. He did so; and having completely 
saturated it, with my own M the same time, we 
covered ourselves with them, and : ran with all the 
speed ourburthens would allowus to use, through 
thi fire J and though' our faces were much scorched 
and our eyebrows singed off, we managed to reach 
th^ iarloe, which was lying out a few yaitis 'ftom 
the' beach, with the secretary on board, who Tiad 
rebolved to wait for us till the last moment, in the 
hope of our escape. They pulled' close in shore to 
receive us, and we got on board ; but our move- 
nienfts had - not escaped the observance" of the" 
RbyaKsts, a party of whom had x^losely pursued nu 
ffOtA the opposite street to the one we had el^caped 
by, and had seen our precauttcm of w^tingour cloaks 



ad tq ride toimd. lih». t$$wvt\,im^, foB^«ftaitelyi §3r ji^^^ 
<jbd>iMMt' €X)mewby the n^tiiifeflt/TwyiJtpitJia^^ 
JQf>the'beach.wherettb^ ca90^,la7>rri TJji<^,plj^n^gie(i 
iiit€ tiie watenup. tp tib^ir )lH)DBes/ qhoi^fs,; a^d qj^^ 
of' dusniy . taone eagei; r tha^ tbe tT4^W^#t¥legf ^ iE|WaJ^ hip 

ftred a volley •atus^wiilii 11>«iri3firbijjfi$, ^y :«(hr^,th^ 
poor Inditfils siftfifeted se¥6t|ely. Tbey w^repad^lipg 
.with all the strength thoy were capabto,)^^, when 
several of the ball& struck the, gunwaAe oi^,,thie 
canoe, and the .s^plinters^ lacerated r.their nal^ 
bodiaa dteadfuDy^ but ocdy <me of thep^ W9^ killed; 
B^HvArihad tak^or {the .precaution >of lyi^ 4own.ia 
the bottom of the ^ boat, aod /theri^fpir;e wai^ i^/ little 
dagger. • Gokael ^>>l4eary was slightly, hurt by a 
bftU graeingrhis temple^ ,ahd the Liejite^iant had km 
hat drilled in several plaees ; but this^ w^s all the* 
ifljiiiy we sMstained.; . ,, 

^>«Meaitttme vthe Spaniard^ who haf} ,.spucr<^ h^^ 
horse on/ without mercy; never stopping $p a#cert: 
jtmb if his €Oiaaarades> backed him, oa^e^^lfy^i.up^ 
i and PbfcailSiiefl^' who was always inclined. fprrJfrciliCi 
said to me, '' Let us pull him on board 91^1. keep 
hiib." > He called* to us to surrender^ and w^e threw« 
bis Aanee> qh one side, an^ pulled him ip^o thft 
cbnoe>J3y <the collar, leaving the hor^se to, $^ii» 
baok again:. if th^/ pleased. The poori fellow. w%9' 
terribly frightened at the denouement of his ad- 
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yenl^re/MiA begg>ed etm^Mfy $» hte Nfe ; Mt iie 
^il«i»'Ol^<teited t0^4^ 'giWd tifM fo the Iikttas«> uriuo 
soon despatched him, after we had gaiBed ^bb 
lifffe kifdljgencf^ W^ml* aflfont ^u«. Tke water 
ftiA titm 'gc^'ifittf-'otft boat; rind wef^kadtscme 
dSn«ul!ry» {d^ifcigd^kij^^ll ^(M hritii' o«Mr bate :«iid 
IMhkihg >»«»sd0;^^1^t)% eo^Mbiinsd eicenioM we 

Mcippbd. Tl(« ItlditeMf still H/irritMig ^Uttder-tte 
^11 whidi^%Be$f^ w^utids^ created, cottld not be 
Hidaced' to proceed as fast as was cotisiMeit with 
imt safetjr, and Bolivar being anxious to escape 
the ^ntc^s^f the fto^aiists, urged them in a 
gf^t niefasur^ bey<3liid their streii^, whieh loss 
4rf^ blood had diminished; Indeed to so great a 
piteh uras this exertion carried, that two of Ihem 
laired during the itight, althoi]^ we had not 
nitfde tifear the progress we commonly did. The 
Piresldent wished the bodies to be tlMOWB over- 
board, bnt this the whole crew wefe'detefmltted 
Bftft tk^ do, and deetered ^at they ^^ould pnfiM^ 
kfstant dieath to complying with s»eh att ofildr; 
liiiift amse fmm an idea of the traAsmigti^n ctf 
§6^, Whieh is' prevalent among (hem> and thfe 
Wh^itat till bodie)9^4faroWn into tfaedvifs Or ^eh 
ify^^Hm^ed iMo'<a11igbtofs tlw) othier mpAekMfi 
miMm,iK^^ ^ey ttpon those Who* lliive ^tb 
^ARmittocI th«Ai to Uie ideep^^ in tevenge 4€^'tH<» 
utina^ral nidde of dispoiid|f> ot theii^ i^ttttins. 
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jKnteg tJMt Id Ofp^we tliesr ini4maliong womld be 
'iweleM^ and sulifeot ua to suxe dfti^>ef^ liid.Excel^ 
; kflK^y . eomeiitod . 

. <^Qa faoidiiig, abmitx>i]r usual ticie of hieakfiuiti 
('vne wMt intd a.thidnet^ morcbt.to peifonn the 
Uncial obaequies. of the j^kmt loctuuis^ aad aoei- 
denlitly fell upoa one of the tracks oipkde by the 
mttle tfaiomgfa the fanuihwood. This beii^ the 
im>8t open spot that jcould be fi>mul> it was 
pitdied upon by the cfew as the burial place of 
their dqiaiied ccffiiradea^ While . they w«e pce^ 
pwkig the.gra'pe, his Excell^cy and Ck)lonel 
O'^ao^y .who had gosie ashore ii»r.the sake^of 
e«era«^i and iny9^, too^ a strol,! alo^g the piath^ 
aooonij)a«iied by .P.oiaxan^ez^ who was chaunting 
a IffdiheoHS kmd of futteral^ dirge exlmppcp, 9iid 
temiag^ every thing I10 sa^, aad^^all t^t was said> 
vifSb rMUieule^ . ;.We were all amiu^ed: iby hiis pnrat^ 
tby. and Jbitii wiedybied ^Ca#ler 4haa had i|l§fjH^ 4^ 
iMMMi ."vrtiQli he. sftddenly ran foniiraid.ja igpgil 
dJMificbiwitiioatrsayiKg a ward» and di^pp^arfid 
in»llie winding. of ^ path. .Bolivar npi^r.tri^ ^ 
riiofiitii^pe l^ifds/ but as he. cQuldaotJfind anj^ 
he^ wan abcwt to 4feturn to the. cwpe> w;h^ 
Gdbmsit romadoed tbe absfince of .ow cfB^iyiucmi 
ill4m^bi«40iioi^Ni#lyiSs4n co^^ mspecti^ 

the tease of it. Woi locked, in every d^ff^Cftjff^ 
thro«^ >> the> .sl^e^ <^p^l^ga we .could /find 
thro^gh^the 4teea, but, coi^d ndt discover anyihing 
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of him. Presently one of the Indiiins eaisQ^ up 
breathless, and being unable from terror aoid ea&< 
haustion to relate the cause of his preeipitancy^ 
motioned that we were puri^ued by Spaniards. 
Assured that there could be na danger in the 
direction Pat|>and^ had taken, or be would ba^e ) 
returned to tell us <kf it^ we coneloded that they 
miist have foUow^ th0 comrse of .the eante along 
the banks dtiriiig* the night to wait lor our laildiiig 
at any place. Thfe agitated Indian; repeated his 
motions with increased vehemence^ and sevi^al 
broken e:telamation^ scarcely ioftelligible, ami w^ 
j[irepared . for . instant combat. A t this . moment 
y^e saw the lieutensoit ceturuing, leading a horse 
through the long winding patfa^ with a lancer tied / 
across the aninoal's back, with his bead and • 
heels downwsirds on each side, seemingly Ufeless^ 
Alternately looking at us and behind him with, great 
anxiety, B^c^ndez soon joined us, ailid having 
tootipned us to (X)me apart from the Indi&m, quickly 
iinfolded the mystery. While chattering to us he 
thotight he saw a red plume.passing aptong thetrees^ 
just behind vs a little to the right, and determkied 
to go on and ascertain if it were so, without m^i^ 
ti/i^ing hjis. suspicions, lest he mi^t bedecei^^^di 
^i^h that inteitt he sprang forward, net liaving 
observed any. path through the brushwood as'we 
had passed along, until he reached a narrow pass 
tp the Tight, and along this he cautiously went for 



IN COLOMBIA. 19 

isoin^ (tistaoce till he ag^n caugbt sight of the red 
plume, and now no Idnger t^ doubt, he only 
'Studied how to get near enough to the Wearer t6 
biing him down withoajt firing, ai» the report "would 
hme betrayed ug to the enemy, who he was cer- 
tain were not far from us. Advancing on his 
haoods and loiees, with his dra^n sw<)rd in his 
mouth, he got by a cross direction into the track 
of the unsuspecting Spai^ard^ virho was looking 
all ways but the right for the objects of his search. 
H^e he waited till the soldier rode past him, when 
with one stroke he brought him to the ground, 
and seizing the horse, aiid plaoiiig the body across 
it, he Retraced his i^teps to us with the same 
cautions 

Xfhe lancer was not dead, though weakened and 
'^nt by excessive loss of blood, which had flowed 
in torrents fifom a deep gash at the back of h!s> 
liead. Upon being questioned, he told us that he 
belonged to a Serjeant's guard, which was sent to 
scour the wood, besides which there were scouts 
in allr directions, and a large detachment in 
close pursuit of us frpm Garjqs. This was ap^ 
• palling intelligence to us, who, though well armedj, 
v^re M inferior in numbers as to render the 
ehatice of escape hopeless. '* What shall we dof* 
eslclaimed Bolivar. " Turn loose the horse while 
i dispatch this fellow, that he may not disclose 
vvhat he knows of us iffottnd," said OXeary, 



20 RECOLLECTIONS OF A SERVICE 

*^ and follow me." This dime, we took the^ arms" 
of the prisoner, and creeping under the thicket of 
the brashwood, went on in a retrograde direction/ 
to endeavc^ur to gQt back to the canoe. After 
proceeding for some minutes in this, way, we 
heard the sound of voicps not far from us, and the 
Indian, who had been kept with us in advance 
lest he should be taken and tell the path we had 
chosen, screamed with affright. This of course be- 
trayed our situatk)n to the enemy, and in a few 
seconds they wei^ as near us as the thickness of 
the brushwood would allow their horses to approach. 
With an exclamation of triumph and joy they dis- 
charged their carbines and pisttds, but, as we were 
still well sheltered, without hitting any of us) 

The Indian now began to make violent efforts to 
escape strangulation, wjiich the pressure Pornan- 
dez had kept upon his throjBit \o ensure his silehce . 
iSpeedily threatened, and upon being allowed to 
breathe, he essayed to call the Spaniards, with a 
view no doubt of saving himself at our expense; 
Finding that either he or the whole of us must be 
sacrificed, Bolivar ordered him to be effectually 
silenced. The Royalists were now endeavouring to 
hew their way through the thicket, but their horses, 
goaded by the thorns, refused to obey, and their 
elevated situation rendered them good marks for 
tis. ** Let each take his man from the right," whis- 
pered Bolivar, " and after firing, retreat to the left 
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through the wood." Their fire was now returned, 
.and rendered cautious and. steady, by the seinse of 
the danger we were in : it was with deadly effect, 
and. at the first discharge, four of them fell. Made 
half mad by this destruction, and irritated at the 
assurance the report gave them of the smallne$s of 
our pumber, they, grew desperate in their attempts 
to force their jvay upon us. This losS of coolness 
operated much to our advantage, and served to 
throw them into confusion ; while the efforts of the 
hori^es belonging to those who had fallen, to escape, 
increased the uproar, and they were iix general 
disorder and perplexity. Taking advantage of this, 
a double volley from our pistols was now resolved 
upon, .and each taking his object as before, they 
were quickly reduced to the same nutiiber as our*- 
selvies. The Colonel now exclaimed, **^ There is but 
man to man; no more bush-fighting is necessary,*' 
and rushed out. The rest followed, and we stood 
before the remaining portion of the enemy; who 
had dismounted, and now rapidly advanced upon 
us. P^iittmd^:&, ever ready, let fly a bullet from 
the carbine of the Spaniard he had taken, and 
killed one of them on the spot. This forced our 
antagonists* to pause ; and finding that our steadi- 
ness threatened to bring them all down in apeedy 
'detail, they wheeled about to fly. But just as they 
had so done, to our astonishment and horror we 
saw* ten others, who had been' attracted to the spot 
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by the firing, advancing towards ihem. The flying j 
Spaniards rallied, and joined the reinforcement i 
to charge upon us ; audit is difficult to conceive] 
a more hopeless or unequal conflict than that we' 
were now exposed to. Our opponents were thirteen^ 
to four, aifd determined, for the sake of the reward 
they knew would attend their labours, to secure 
Bolivar. To increase our difiiculty, our ammuni- 
tion was expended; for not having anticipated 
isuch an occurrence, we had negligently left all our 
ball-cartridge in the canoe. We had nothing but 
the shot used for killing small birds to fire upon 
them, the effect from which through a thick cover 
was very doubtful. All but Pbt^andez had a 
fowling-piece and rifle barrel on one stock, in the 
form of a double gun. The fowling-pieces were 
loaded, and an extra charge of shot put in them, 
and the Lieutenant, who determined to do the bu- 
siness effectually, loaded his rifle one-fourth the 
length of the barrel; 

Thus prepared, we waited the near approach of; 
the soldiers under the cover to which we' had crept 
upon first seeing the relief. It seemed to be ^ 
matter of doubt amongst them whether it were 
best to dismount or charge on horseback, and while 
they hesitated and looked for the spot we were 
in, we seized a favourable opportunity and fired 
straight to their faces. The dreadful torture pro- 
duced by such a discharge may be easily imagined ; 
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iCBbdeced bJiiad; avid furious, those who yi^e^e 
/vouhded .obstmctod the . p^s^age of the others, 
and unable themselyes to recede kept their oom- 
irades from advancing. The meiii who had escaped 
the effects of our fire now fled, and taking a horse 
i'eadh w^ ^galloped off to the banks of the river Si^d 
got into the canoe ib^ithout further molestation^ 
,yWe pursued our route, but the Indians w^exie 
jbifch incfined to be mutinous, and at one period 
i&ven threatened to take us ashore. By preserving 
a good watch on their motions, and threatening 
withinstaht death the patron if he steered witliin a 
certain distance of the banks, this danger wa3 for 
the prenent overcome. The death of their com^ 
panions was not however forgotten, and they qnljf 
waited an opportunity to revenge theni. Some 
hoiirs passed without any cause of alai:m, and we 
hoped that we were now free from any further 
attack, as the part of the banks of the Qronoco 
oppositci to us was covered with woods which 
1;he Indians represented to us as absolutely imr 
; penetrable, and they were believed to be so by 
i Bolivar. It proved otherwise in the end} 

.-Night came on, but it was beautifully dear and 
fierene^ and nothing could be heard tb interrupt the 
^stillness but the splashing of the paddles and now 
and then the plunging of the alligators. The at- 
mosphere was temperate, the sky calm and cloud- 
less, with a firmament like that which overhangs the 
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shores of Italy^ and the ' bright 'fiilittiy bribe of- (thA< 
moon was reflected with addttienail s{dendotti fibter 
the majestic stream over wbbh we glided. - iHiir; 
Exodilency;) whom tiie events of the pfeoediag^ 
night and momijeig^ and the anxiety which stiU-^at 
times was entertained lest the attempt upon'. his 
life should be renewed, together with the mur-. 
murs of the Indians^ had conspired to keep awake^ 
after two or tlaree hours of gloomy silence felt 
inclined for conversation to cheer . away* tl^ time 
which hung heiavily upon all. Ha^had just broken , 
out in a rapturous strain of admiratiooL at the 
beauty of the scene, when suddenly a tiemendous 
voliey of musketry was >dischargGd at us from the 
banks, although fortunately without effect.) 

Bolivar immediately laid down in the boat and 
ordered the patron to * steer for the opposite side 
of the river, which he at once refused to do, and 
the whole crewmade an efipOTt to pull for the shore 
occupied by the enemy. Colonel OXeary remon^ 
strated to no purpose ; and his Excellency finding 
^at unless something was quickly done to iiiti«- 
midate them, we should be given up to the Spa- 
niards, ordered us to fire upon them. We obeyed, 
and three of them were shot;' the patron^ rose, and 
by a sudden blow ofi his paddle knocked the^ secre** 
tary overboard, upon which he wap instantly shot, 
and the others now 'rose in oxder ' to* ^pset the 
^ahog, g€l which Pomander 'jiiiii]pe4* in amongst 
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ithdm^ aiocl wiihitfae aid ^f ; Boli\»r s^iot Itv^ more; 

QtU^ris :a9ete now bfeiten inta^ coaqdiaiiee :^i»f^o«i^ 
lebbes^ anvl we gbt oatiDf thft'veaditbf thB^eotey^i^ 
shot. No other - nkdeitatiaB tsJdiip];^^ 
rh^d ki two da^H at diePudUo diSfAfarod; where ^ 
ther crews of the oanoes WereinivuBllyt'ireAieved)' 
H^e we obtamed'a fresh iset* of ilxildfleu^ 
President sought tl^ mesfflrsiof ^lunaBhing 'the late 
crew for their tteadherous cosidtict. Hd applied 
to : the Alcalde of: the pikce,: who had them appw^ 
hended/and afew dollans silemnng .adl scruples^ 
if any were eniertained^'he'^had them eoDeoated' 
iiMitaotly^ without th« least form of ftsiaK This 
point arranged/ we proceeded^ and did not nieet anj 
other inferAiptionrtill we came to Ahgostnra*' > ^ 
i^Two days before' we' arrived) them a .laughable 
bceurrence took place to my self> which subjected 
me > for the time to a little danger; ^liieuitenanlt 
P^andez^* who was remarkably fond of a joke, 
m pursuit of which he was in the thoiigbtiGHssi- 
boss of the 'moment indifferent to ^ conseqneaiceR, 
took adranti^ of our going ashore to br^ukfest 
tO' play a trick upon me.- Wfaen^BoH^arr^had 
kft:tbe oaiioewithihisr secretary, I was k^tnid'it 
ion avfeilf inaments in aesreh of^ some^ipart: of 
ou».eati»9:«qii^e. ai.d'Ponia|>de«<took.«dv«^ 
tagfe t^' this ltd' 'biifoet^the' two^'kidrans ' wh<y^ wbna 
Wkth iW tofupaqt lh|3 eaboe> foit t)xe i^e «€ giving 
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me a dttclkiiig« They did ko^ jand I was afloat ih i 
^le midst of acmtn or eqfkt -aUigators "wlio were at ; 
BO great :iiistattee Jrom^ime. The Indians tieing 
meseespfiftyihad sighted the. cftaoe. in a moment, : 
and^^i;e ish it Jewing nie to 3hift for myself . It ; 
may be ima^ibed thdt I lUdaot -weit long befoie I 
oommenced swimming to the shore/ which was 
only a fewytods from me. TneJi^er before madei 
mote strenuoas exeitions ;' hi?fiye or six strokes I 
was on the beach ; andeven rihen 60 grtet was my 
horror of the animals that I could not, aldicAig^ 
feelii^ myself on the grimnd, avoid making the 
J3alne.motbn sis In swimming* Luckily the alli- 
gators .werb not hungry; thfey had, I presume^ 
made their niormng's repast, and permitted me to 
escape untouched. Bolivar Was muclf displeased 
aitithis jcds:e, and I must confess that I was not in 
h good humour, though I could not rdrain from 
laughing at my own ludicrous chaste to get away. 
1 iah howeVer 'sorry to say <that the punishment 
awarded by the President was> more than com- 
mensurate with the fault. The joke cost poor 
P^ffiandez, who was a brave, generous, and good- 
natured young maii, very dear ; for his Excellency 
never, suffered him td rise a grade higher in rank, 
and iistterly discountenanced him ever afterwards. 
'This so preyed upon his mind that he shot himself 
a sh(Mft time aft6r, but not effectually. By the 
assistance of a ^.i^kilful surgeon he recovered, and 
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subsequently went with me to Margarita, where 
he remained till his strength was perfectly re- 
stored; and I had the happiness of seeing him 
united to an English lady of tolerably good pro- 
perty, and finally settling with his Mr partner 
at Hali^, in Nova Scotia^ 
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Reception of the President at Angosturar^-His cordial meeting wilh 
General Arismendei — Remoyal of the latter from the Vice-IVesi- 
dency— 'Effect of the enthnalatm of the populace on the President* 
Doctor Roscio succeeds Arismendez — Opinions entertained of the 
conduct of Bolivar — ^His project for the Union of the two Vice^ 
royalties into one great Republic, to be denominated Colombia — 
Papers interc^Aed byMoriUo^IndedsiTe conduct of the Congress 
—induct and character of General Montilla— Application of 
the Britisli troops for their pay-<-Spirited behaviour of Colonel 
Bloesett — ^A duel and its consequences*— An issue of pay to the 
author — ^His appointment to another naval command — ^Tbe fl&< 
cheras — Origin and character of the Sambos — ^Instructions from 
the President — Captures several Spanish vessels with small loss. 



On the 16th December 1819, we reached Angos* 
tura, after a passage of eighteen days. The won-' 
der which the unexpected arrival of his Excel-= 
lency created in all classes is inconceivable. 
Having long been given up for lost with the whole 
t)f his troops, and all idea of the establishment 
of the independence of New Grenada being relin- 
quished, his fame rapidly augmented] when, with- 
^out the least announcement, he appeared among 
them with additional power and increased re- 
sources. All ranks hailed him with tlie greatest 
enthusiasm, and hundreds flocked to the shore to 
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receive him. As soon as it was known tbat he had 
arrived, guns were discharged to salute him, fires 
were lighted/ and couriers employed to announce 
to all parts of the city the landing of the '' liber- 
tador,". and he was triumphantly welcomed by 
every demonstration of joy that could be mani- 
fested, and borne on the shoulders of the populace 
to the government house. 

y<7eneral Arismi^ndez had just departed on a 
fshott excursion relative to the building of some 
vessels a few miles down the Oronoco, and had 
landed on the opposite bank when the.gims com- 
menced firing the salute. Imagining that scmie 
couriers had arrived with despatches that required 
immediate attention, and that the firingwas meant 
as a recal to him, he hastily returned, and was 
nearly among the first persons of rank who re- 
ceived Bolivar in the grand Hajl of the government 
house. As soon as they met, all the fears I had 

• • • 

entertained respecting the wetfare of my staunch 
Supporter, Arismendez, were dissipated. Bolivar 
advanced to him with the strongest marks of 
jesteem and cordiality ; and evinced the same ap- 
parent affectionate joy that he would have shown 
on meeting a brother from whom he had been 
long separated. He embraced the General, kissed 
• his veteran cheek, encircled him in his arms, and 
pressed him to his bosom repeatedly, exclaiming. 
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lis if vntii the wamest delig^t^ ** Mi guerid^ 
Generdirf 

TA samptuous entefteimmezit Msm ii^stantly mr 
dered by the General, who with hi$ wonted kmd^ 
neis and consideration invited me to it. His- 
iboGeUency retired to recover the fetiguea of bis) 
jottrney and to piepare for the banquet, and I was 
left alone with Arismendez^ who naturally wished 
t» be iiiforaied'as :to the recepfioaof hiii d^tpatcbes 
and the sndden retom of the President I ^ve 
all the information I could, and ventured to ea;- 
press the happiness I felt at seeing hia Excelleiaey 
so friendly disposed towards him ; but I imagined 
I conld perceive that Aiismendez had not so much 
&ith in his [Nrofessiona . as I had^ W^ separated 
till the time appointed for our assembling at 
dinner, when the same conduct was observed by 
Bolivar as before. All the cheers, both British 
Ind native, then at Angostura, the members of the 
Coogci^s, and all private persons of rank, were 
there, to the amount of above five hundred. ThQ 
hall, of the government house, which was im^ 
mensely large, and the other lower apartments, 
were splendidly fitted up for the occasion, and 
bands were stationed to play republican tunea 

during the festivities, which continued till a kte 

• 

• My beloved General. • ' 
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himrv j^His E^^ceQency thanked tlie.Britisk oflBcers 

|€» nuuse for their services, and bestowed on 

f tbem the warmest enlogiums. He. then oidered a 

tbriezo.to the mebidry of his lamented Rooke^ /^lo 

whon!^" saki he, '' I owe all, my recent good for«> 

[timet in New Grenada, a&d Veneztiekt is indebted 

^ the preservation of her President, and will faere^ 

After have mainly to attribute her liberty/' After 

liiwDy flowery speeches had < been made, the ssoal 

^IterpubUcan toasts given^ and Ihe cnstom before 

>desaribed, of demdlishing the glasses, had been 

' 9|mpty complied with,, his Exctikncy , mnnfluenced 

by wine, which he had used sparingly, retired 

iinth General Arismendez to transact some* busi^ 

ness, leaving the party to enjoy itself as long . as 

iras agreeable^ 

/The neitt day deemed to demonstrate the little 
dependence wfaieh could be justly vested ia the 
pnifessienil > and embraees of the Libestadoc; 
Arismendes, who had during the interview on Ihe 
preiDeding' night, with his natural candour :and 
honesty, folly developed all his previous acts 
I while in the office of Vice-President, and detailed 
tiie whole of his plans and intentiona wi& regard 
to the icnsuing campaign, vros, before twenty-f 
fismr hoursihad. elapsed from ihe'tim0 .he was 
pressed to the bosom of the President^ dismissed 
from his office without, even a >eattse assigned* It 
was admitted thai his government had been most 
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judicious/ that. his exi^iiditufe had heeti ecmor' 
mical .and discreet, ,that all his acts, had been) 
.extcemely beneficial .to the country,, and, inifioe,, 
Ihat he was unexce{(tionably fitted fi>r the office/ 
in every particular, save that ,of not entering:; 
80 readily! as could have been wished into the 
views aiid feelings o^others* .The day after. the 
arrival of the Xibertador, the Congress was oti^ 
dered to meet at two. o'clock, anfl the Presifiwt^ 
who had been closeted from, an early hour with 
the leading memberi^.of his own party, i amongst 
whom was General Urdenetta, went superbly 
dressed in the uniform of a French fid4^niftrshal 
in procession to the hall. . At the entrance a 
curious scene took placet illustrative of the en^ 
thusiasm of the populace and the efiect it had 
on the sensibility of Bolivar. /The immense con- 
course , which had flocked to witness the pro<» 
cession set forth loud and reiterated cheers, and 
this, manifestation of their regard for the Fxe4 
sident induced him to turn about, ere he wen^ 
into the hall, to< make his acknowledgments. He 
commenced a long oration, which was at ev«fy, 
period interrupted by their acclaihations and exn 
pressions of fidelity. .His Excellency at lengt 
exclaimed, '' These affectionate people quit! 
^erpow^ jne," and fell as if fainting, upon whic 
the foremost of them . eagerly ran to raise him J 
and in their struggles for the honour of supporting 
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the^fifbfttador, '^he rich dress hie "wore was so 
mtildaMd* that he was ol^ged to return to hik 
e^ftiber to equip hitiisel^attfeW)* ' 

' jSSvitt^ rfctbriied;' the burffaesl^ of the day com- 
lAfMlcfed/ ^A the fii^t thing jMrbposed fbr the con- 
(^dertttkln^f ^th6 CJbngfress, ^is the nomination of 
tf^ifiew Viee-PreidideBft;' ab Geiferal AVismendez's 
semcei wereardprfesented'tb bel reqliir^d in another 
dlr^tion. * Arisrnendez, who had 'lic^rcely an hour 
b^for^ redeived an intiniatioil to that effect from 
poUTar^ ' did not attend; He was superseded hy 
j!^ JR^^ribii^/ ah old superannuated nian enfeebled 
jby debauchery, and *who had' never done one act 
^ qiiblify him for such a post but that of paying 
kh6 most cftingiilg homage to Bolivar, and implicit 
obedience to his commands on all occasions^ 
jMiatfy of 'the former members of the Congress, 
|#fidse incKha/tions v^ere suspected to be not so 
f#lB^fm towiards the views of the Prfetsideht, were in 
like ^ oMMnSr ' displaced, and succeeded by 6thers 
Whtt^dttld 'hot be doubted)' 

* ^To ^s^ a reasonable colouring ' to the tran*- 
at^n, ^and fett the same time to further his ov^ 
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'' ' ""HpTkls Hf hyntr meadis aii uncotamoA txscQrrence. I have wit^ 
luMt^thddbt^aiiitingiB upon ^public occasions, and many>office)rs 
i|j^]ti^ 4|«ifi(<ed wjt)i :^^ in New Grevada, io^inned me thM: 
ther hayejrecuiTed three iqr four times: a dfty, uppn enterbg 
towns where his presence was hailed with the same degree of 
efbtniisiadm. 

VOL. ii. D 
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private objects, while it seemed to afford a satis-^ 
faction and value for the services of the late Vice* 
President, the latter was appointed General-in- 
chief of the Eastern district, where he had not the 
slightest interest and was scarcely known, in the 
room of .General IVpirino, who was a host within 7 
himself in that quarter, from the number of his 
friends and the extent of his resources. The last- 
mentioned officer was dismissed from the service 
altogether and put ifpon the peace establishment, 
ybeing superseded in the command of the British \ 
Legion and the native troops attached to it, by their | 
old friend the weak, indecisive, unskilful, and' 
avaricious Urdenetta, in opposition to the former; 
decision of the whole Congress and the opinion \ 
of the people in general!) 

I shall not presume to give any opini(») of my 
own upon the conduct of the President on thid 
occasion ; it will be sufficient for me to state that 
which was entertained by men of the first talents 
in the Republic, and by the most distinguished of 
its officers. By these, his measures were con- 
demned as impolitic and ungfateful, as it was 
well known that the exertions of both the dis- 
placed .officers merited a much better reward, and 
that those who had taken their places were unde- 
serving and incompetent to succeed them. Indeed, 
a great deal of the popular favour seemed waning, 
as almost every person capable of thinking at all 
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was indined to censure severely the removal of 
Arismendez^ who had much endeared himself to 
them. They knew that his great assiduity and 
industry had restored the chaos of their affairs to 
a system of order and regularity; that he had 
fought and bled repeatedly in their service, aiid 
that his purse had been ever cheerfully opened to 
their necessities, both individually and collectively. 
It may seem strange that Bolivar should have 
treated the' General with so much warmth on their 
meeting ; but it was accounted for by those most 
able to judge of it, on the supposition that he 
wished to gain every information relative to the 
measures adopted by the Vice-President during 
his absence, and to glean all his intuitions for the 
future good of the country. He might then select 
any part of them he pleasied, and, by acting upoa 
them, make it appear as if they were his own ; 
and his duplicity and the ingenuousness of the 
General having accomplished thus much, he would 
be able to throw off the mask with safety. Jealousy 
was also one of his motives for wishing the re- 
moval of Arismendez and Marino, and the resto- 
ration of Urdenetta. When Arismendez reiceived 
the reins '6f government, he had, as has been 
already shewn, found its affairs in a ruinous state 
of disorder, from which he recovered them. His 
natural talents and unceasing efforts to improve 
the state of the country,' and enlighten the 
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minds of its inhabitants, — ^which even, in the con- 
fusion which then reigned, induced him to form the 
first plans for the education of the poor, which were 
ever adopted in Colombia,* and to give a taste 
for the cultivation of the arts, and the promotion 
of commerce,— had also rendered him popular and 
conspicuous. He had likewise manifested the 
greatest generalship in his military arrangements ; 
and the troops he had raised by conscription, when 
united to the British legion, would have • speedily 
subjugated every province of Venezuela, if they 
had been permitted to act according to the way he 
had pointed out, and had remained imder the com- 
mand of such a man as Marino. The Spaniards 
would have been forced to capitulate, or would 
have been driven into the sea ; and this effectual 
and speedy consummation of the freedom of the 
Republic would have materially raised them both 
in the public estimation, wliile Bolivar would 
have been partially ' forgotten, or lessened by 
his absience and. non-participation. This the 
latter very clearly saw ; and wlien he had ascer- 
tained from the despatches, and the information I 
had given him at Bogota, the means they had 
adopted, he at once resolved, be the ultimate 

• • • , • 

'* These plans have been since adopted, by, persons now in 
power in Colombia^ and represented as their own. . They ^^ iQ 
some manner acted upon, but not to the extent proposed by 
Arismendez. 
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cc^psequence what it might to the interests of the 
Republic^ to remove two such meritorious and 
enterprising rivals, ' rather than that they should 
gain any renown in which he could not hate the 
principal share. By restoring Urdenetta to his 
justly lost rank, he well knew that he cpuld rely 
upoa certain movements being in strict confonhity 
with his direx^tions, even if he were obliged to 
return to New Grenada, which was expected. The 
energies of the troops would, if' necessary, be 
repressed, as they had been during the previous 
campaign, that the inhabitants of Venezuela might 
believe that all their good fortune was owin^ to 
the able management and skilful generalship of 
the President alone. 

Such were the opinions entertained by the prin- 
cipal persons, civil and military, then at Angos- 
tura, who were not bought over to the interests of 

• • • • 

the Libertador . I will not vouch for their correc t- 
nessi but will leave their probability to the candour 
and penetration of the reader. 

Having thus removed them, his Excellency next 
proceeded to alter all the line of operations framed 
by these Generals. The(^estination of the troops 
Was changed, and they were ordered to the plains 
m the Apure, to join the cavalry of General Paez, 
dnirtead of proceeding to the city of Caraccas, 
which they were first to have attacked. This 
done, he prepared to open the most colossal of his 
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intentions to the Congress, at its next meeting ; > 
namely, the union of the two Vice-royalties of 1 
New Grenada and Venezuela, under one head and - 
form of government, to be styled the Republic of, 
Colombii^. This was carried in the senate by a : 
small majority, which he.' had taken oare to ensure - 
by his weight and party influence, and that never . 
failing source of corruption,, bribeiy . After three ; 
days occupied in arguments for, and in opposition 
to the Union, a proclamatidn was published un-* 
der the title of the Decrefe of St Thomas of An- 
gostura. It ordered that the two countries should! 
be united, that the Congress of Venezuela should 
be dissolved after the expiration of its present 
sittings, and that the next one formed should be 
appointed from the inhabitants of both Vice- 
royalties, and consist of an Upper Chamber, or 
Senate, of fifty members, who should be eliected 
for a period of eight years ; also a Lower Chamber, 
or House of Representatives, of ninety members, 
to be elected for four years. The whole to be de- 
clared the General Congiress of Colombia, and to 
be holden for the convenience of the members of 
both Vice-royalties, at Rosario de Cucuta, situated 
nearly on the confines of each, for th§ first time in 
the month of January 182L> 
/Various were the opinions entertained as to the. 
policy and propriety of this union. Bolivar's own 
party were violent and enthusiaistic in their sup- 
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;port of vdiat they termed the stupendoua piojeot 
of his heaven-inspired genius ; others, who could 

;tiot foresee its disadvantages, looked upon it as 

I tikely to produce neither harm nor good to either 
country, and only attributed its formation to a 
vain desire on the part of Bolivar to distinguish 
himself as the founder of so extensive a Republic. 
Many, however,' even among the more enlightened 
and impartial, were strongly averse to the measure, 
condemning it as calculated to create serious con- 
tentions and bloodshed between the inhabitants 
of the two states, and to drain that military assist- 
ance and support from Venezuela which it so 

' much needed for its own defence. It was well 

• known that the Venezuelans were never friendly 
inclined towards the New Qrenadians, and the 

: latter were not even peaceably disposed to the 
former, having made repeated efforts to subdue 
and exact contributions and submission from them. 
Yet strange to say, though many. men of great 
talents and local interest and power entertained 
and adhered to these opinions most tenaciously, 
scarcely any of them had the ^ independence to 

J publicly avow them, or to oppose the union at 
the proper time and place.) It was only in their own 
private circles that they even acknowledged them. 
The iHography, or the history of men's private 
actions and motives in times of revolution, often 
form a most disagreeable and humiliating study. 
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It was curious to observe how idly formed, how 
stubbornly held, au^ peraioicMisly maintaiMd, were/ 
the pnnciples of in^y of the leading men of tbel 
New Republic, and how perverted were the talents^ 
of others; how easily one half was baffled and\ 
embarrassed by the alarms created by the re-' I 
mainder, and their enei^es suppressed , by the i 
fear of acting in such a manner as to incur j 
the displeasure of the chief and -his party. Many, \ 
scarcely firm in their pursuits through the dread! 
of being detected in their intrigues, laboured 
to preserve a show of consistei)cy, by dn un-> 
usual degree of noise, and endi^voured. ta dkipek 
the apprehensions which • would obtrude upon^ 
them, as children in the dark drive ^ away the^ 
imaginary visions of sprites by whistling and 
shouting.^ That * some few 2 of the . Republican 
chieftains were staunch and genuine patriots, was 
however unquestionable; and it was Hie more 
creditable to them, as they had to contend with a 
host of persons with whom the welfare and inte- 
rests of the country were of secondary considera- 
tion. It was fortunate too for the Republic that 
the few persons who opposed the leading party 
were possessed of too much interest and power toi 
render them insignificant opponents; and that 
although their resources failed tOt ensuoe the . data-* 
blishment of the foundation of the future benefit of 
the people upon the best and broadest basis, they 
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Still held in check the sinister arts of the chiefs, 
^llp|x>rt:ed by the inio^ty • (Had it not been for 
such men as Paite, Mon^iUa, Mmrino, and some fJEiw 
moTe> the* Republic would have changed its appel* 
lation for that of kingdom, years Bince^ The 
paramount party were certainly destitute of the 
fine feelings which they edntrived to gain credit for 
by the representations of their numerous friends, 
who were in the habit of sending garbled state* 
nD^nts of the conduct and ' disinterestedness of 
those whose cause they espoused to the Ame- 
rican, Jamaica, and other newspapers, that they 
might gaiti cfxtensive circulation. This fact was 
too well established in Venezuela, in the early 
part d* 1821, to admit of a doubt, by the circum- 
stance of many of the original documents falling 
into the . hands of the Spaniaids. Being cap- 
tured in the vessel which was conveying them 
to their destination, they were delivered to Mo-^ 
rUlo, who, after having perused them, jetqmed 
them to the owner with a sarcastic apology for 
their detention. 

X^Tmore albsurdi contradictory, tessellated set of 
principles than those adopted and maintained by 
the CongresSr in general, or a more va:cillating 
body of men than the majority of its membefrs, Was 
pefhaps never congregated together by afity hazard 
Gold and mysterious in the politicjil questions 
which should have been agitajed with generosity 
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apd confidence, they were unreasonably severe 
wbere forbearance and madness were necessary ; 
wbile the unjustifiable peculation of their individual 
firiends was uniformly overlooked. The zSsin of the 
country were treated with reserve and openness, 
caution and rashness, liberality and penuriousness, 
as they were influenced by the interests or caprices 
of the various parties to which they belonged. So 
deficient were they in decision, that/a simple ques- 
tion relative to the building of two jkcherasy for | 
the purpose of guarding a particular point on. the/ 
river, occupied them five days in continued dis-j 
cussion, and was finally adjourned till the new^ 
Congress should assemble, in consequence of one i 
party wishing them to be four feet longer than the ' 
other^ 

General Montilla, brother to the Colonel of the. 
same name before alluded to, was exceedingly 
mdignant at the manoeuvre of uniting the two Vice- 
royalties, and, unlike many others, had the 
honesty and independence to express his feelings 
at every opportunity. Born at Caraccas, of equal 
descent with Bolivar, and feeling that he had 
ntiade at least as many personal sacrifices of every 
description in the cause of liberty as the Presidept, 
he justly conceived that he had a right to oppose a 
measure so likely to injure the fiiture prospects of 
his country. Possessing the most unbounded 
attachment to the independent cause, without the 
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leK3t desire for his own advantage, he could not 
bear tfa^ idea of having the afiairs of the Republic 
carried from its own bosom to be debated in New 
Grenada, whose inl^itants, he could well see, 
would form the chief part of the intended Con- 
gress, and monopolize all places of profit and 
honour under the government to themselves, in 
consideration of the aid given to Bolivar in esta^ 
blishing the union. Aware, too, that it was 
proposed to hold the Congress at Bogota, the 
capital of New Grenada, aft« the one which was 
to assemble at Ex)sario de Cucuta was adjourned, 
jhe saw that the principal population and wealth 
: would be gradually drawn from Venezuela to the 
jseat of government, and thus his own country 
would be inevitably impoverished. He therefore, 
whenever the matter, was in discussion, took ad- 
\ vantage of his situation as member of the Senate to 
denounce it and its promoters, with the greatest 
severity, as persons endeavouring to enrich 
themselves at the expense of the community at 
large. Upon one occasion I heard him, while 
fpointedly and emphatically addressing Bolivar, 
directly tell the latter that the next thing he 
would aim at would be to form the republic into a 
monarchy, and raise himself^ to the head of it. 
Montilla possessed a brilliaat flow of eloquence, 
with a dispositioi^ to ingenious satire ; and he did 
not fail to employ a good, deal of bitter sarcasm 
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during tfasese debates, which must have been ex- 
tcemely gratings to the feelings of those to whom it 
was applied. He was a brave officer, a sincere' 
iiriend, and possessed very comprehensive talents, 
with a mind and disposition perfectly correspond- 
ing; To the brave, undaunted character of the 
soldier, he added that of the mild, unassuming gen- 
tleman, and the noble-minded patriot. Few men 
jever deserved higher rewards> from the people of 
Colombia than he did. He is now unfortunately 
no more, and when he died his country suffered in 
him. a severe loss. 

i My worthy friend. General Arismendez, having 
received his dismissal, could not take any part in 
the debates, and therefore did not attend them. 
He had been allowed only thirty-six hours to pre- 
pare himself for his departure to the scene of his 
future exertions, which were understood to be the 
formation of a: body of native troops, similar to that 
he had so successfully raised while Vice-President, 
the merit of which now passed into other hands. 
These troops were to be trained immediately and 
sent to the plains of Apure, to join the Libertador. 
I saw the (xeneral for^ few. minutes before he left 
the city, and received from him every proof of his 
friendship that he could bestow. 
/It having been understood that Bolivar had' 
obtained considerable wealth by his expedition<to; 
New Grenada, and that his resources were aug- 
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Fiented to a vast extent, the British troofiSvtluHigkt 
portion of the advantage should be applied^ to* 
{wards the liquidation of their arrears, as they had 
Veceived very, little pay since their arrival id the 
country ; and as to rations; it has been already sh^iva 
pow they were supplied. A memorial was there*- 
fore framed in the inost respectful terms, addressed 
io his Excellency, praying that their pay might be 
given them ; but although their present necessities 
and past sufferings were powerfully d^ict^, it 
Ifailed to produce the effect hoped for, or even to 
procure an answer. The men then became clamo* 
irous, and would not march till satisfied. In this 
.^emergency another memorial was drawn up, which 
Gok»iel BlS§S€^t4mdertook to present to his Excel* 
ieney in the name of the Legion, and to obttin a 
.direct answer at ohce^ 

^y^99Tth this intent he went to the Govermnent- 

jliouse, to request an audience of the President, and 

iwhile waiting in an anti-room to fulfil his object, 

fet native Brigadier-generaU not remarkable for. the 

ni|)erality of his sentiments towards the British, 

I who had learned the purport of Co10mbI BloS^tcili's 

\ visit, r^narked that the English troops w^re never 

Isatisfied, and that he hoped his Excellency would 

'^treat the second application as he had done. the 

, W Th« Golooel, who* temp«««nt «» w«n.. 

and who fdt for the men under him, retorted 
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sharply, and an altereatidn ensued, which hexsould| 
only put an end to by desiring the attendance off 
the General, within five minutes alter he hadr 
received the answer of Bolivar, who now consented^ 
to a partial payment of the arrears due to the 
Legion. Thia point settled, the Colonel with* 
drew to keep his assignation with the General, in 
which contest the latter fell severely wounded inj 
the neck!,) 

f^nds incident, although it may seem trifling, as 
being the result of a personal fracas, operated very/ 
powerfully upon the situation of the British then in! 
the service. Previously, if any complaint escaped t 
them, it was treated with contemptuous indiffer* 1 
ence, and they had been several times individually^ 
insulted ; but now that a spirit of resentment wasr 
so seriously manifested, and followed up by seye^ 
ral challenges from the junior officers,— ^who had re- 
strained their feelings till the example thus shown 
them-^and that affairs occurred in which three or 
four of the natives fell, a greater show of gratitude 
was maintained by the inhabitants, and the Legion 
was treated with much more respect. It having been ' 
whispered among the soldiers that Colonel BlbiS^tt ' 
would be made to suffer for the late event, they 
all expressed their determination of compelling the 
authorities to restore him to them unhurt ; but they 
were pacified upon his returning amongst them. 
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and the arrival of an assurance from the Presid^it, 
that in a short time all their M^ishes should be 
complied with. 

/^tmg upon the advice of Arismendez, I had 
jfegularly attended the levees of the Libertador^ 
Who had done me the honour to notice me in a very 
flattering manner, and had informed me that he 
jshould soon have occasion for my services afloat. 
However, as yet no offier had been made of any 
pay, and I most severely felt the want of it. 
Seizing therefore a £aivourable moment, I ventured 
to intimate that my arrears would be acceptable, 
expressing great regret at the length of time which 
had passed, a^d must then elapse, before they 
could be all discharged. His Excellency presented 
me with an order upon the treasury for 100 dollars, 
a sum which I had reason to remember, as it proved 
the only pay I ever received for a three years' ha- 
rassing service and a broken constitution J 

^considerable time was now taken up in balls 
^nd feasts, given by and in honour of the President, 
[and little was thought of besides the enjoyinent bf 
(the moment. When however satiety succeeded 
.these pleasures, in which, as may be supposed, 
the intellectual share was but small, the prepara- 
tions commenced for t^ campaign in the plains. 
Plecheras were ordered to be built, large supplies 
of stores of all descriptions were sent for from thev 
United States, and every inducement was offered 



< 
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to the' natives to enlist in the service. The iafteri 
mt^asaire was not very sudtessful; but the officers 
of ^ the govemmeiit were des|)atched.to the iiveareat 
ie>Wtas to the anticipated seat of ^arfate, to recruit, 
tfitid the Briti^ legion was ordered to proceed to 
the town ot Achaguas, which was appointed head*- 
(|uartehs till Airther orders should be issued^ 
/) fThe day was now named for the departure of ^ 
the President for Achaguas, an island formed by ; 
the river Apure, contaitimg a town cf the s$tme 
name ; and the night before he left Angostura, I 
was sent for to attend him. I obeyed, and received 
an appointment to the command of five large fle- 
cheras atid a sloop, with orders to .protect the 
trade of the river Oroubco, and to attack all vessels 
bearing Spanish colours that I should fall in with 
during m^y cruizes. This little squadron had 
been commanded by a very gallant English officer 
named Bingham, who had done great service to^ 
the'cottbtry while in this command, and who had 
fallen in a severe engagement with the Royalist 
fl^t, in which, however, four or five of their ships 
had been taken. 

i^he fleehera is a spepies of gun-boat peculiariy 
adapted for i^hallow wate^ while they are very 
safeat sea. Theyjvary in size from about 36 feet in 
length to 100, and&rd exceedingly narrow and sharp/ 
the largest, of tlie«i drawii^' little 'm&re^ than a 
foot of water at the he?ri. The smallest usually 
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one gim, a 12-pounder ; the second rate* a 
g 18; and the largest have sometimes two» 
a 24*|ioimder and an 18. These guns are mounted 
«^vels, and are very useful either in chace or in 
y (Mtber situation, from the ease with which they 
acf w^H'kevand at the same time^ although they 
are of a very light construetion^ cause no percc^H 
tible effect on. the boats> as the recoil is princi* 
pally, confined to the stanchions whieh support 
them, {r^e first^rates have commonly three move* 
able masts, on which are hoisted what are termed 
by English sailors shoulder-of*mutton sailj^ but 
the smaller ones have but one mast, and carry a 
Isorge . square sail. Their sails are however but 
/seldom hoisted except at ni^t^ as all their move- 
ments are conducted with the utmost secrecy; 
and whenever there is Ught enough to descry a 

m 

sail, unless extraordinary expedition is requiied, 
they are wgdced with paddles in the manner of ^e 
buffgos. /Those placed under my command were 
• of the first class, and each had 120 men, chiefly 
of the Sambo tribe, mixed with a few Indians, and 
i the sloop had forty-seven Englishm^i on board, and 
twenty 4hree blacks, making in the whole a force of 
680 men) excltisive of three officers. With this fieet 
an active persevering officer could annoy the enemy 
mudi more than with as many frigates, as the fle- 
cheras possess many advantages of which a large 
vessel us destitute in shoal water or river navi* 

VOL. II. E 
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gation. They will lie in any £ttle creek unper- 
ceived, and when a ship passes then they dart 
acrosd like an arrow^ and board her isist^ly.' 
When a superior force to their own is going by^ tliey 
first discharge their guns with great precisian^ d(svi 
then, while the enemy are still inconfusion^ ascend 
the sides of their ships with aaiazing rapidity^ and 
often in one rush sweep them clear ol thiBir crews. 
^ Flecheras of war are always principally man-, 
ned by the Sambo blacks, who are selected for ; 
tlieir bravery and ferocity, and are cfaaracterft 
of the most desperate description. Their lives, 
durmg the war of the Revolution, were passed in 
one continued scene of plunder and murder, in 
which tbey seemed to delight. They are ^^ 
descendants of some of the unhappy Indians who 
were the aborigines of Venezneki and New Gre- 
nada, and composed the remnants of their unof-* 
fending coantrymen who escaped the vast sacri- 
fice of life which was caused by the avarice and 
brutality of their conquerors. By the Spaniards , 
this unhappy race had been allotted portions of 
liabour in the mines, far beyond tlieir strength ; as 
the Indians, notwithstanding their good size and 
Kmscialar figure, are. very weak, and incapable of. 
severe toil,While both thdr dispositions and natural* 
qiialifications vender them more qualified for a life 
of domestic quietude and inactivity. (^Fmding, 
therefore that they were incompetent to work the. 
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laines effectuaUy/ their aVaaicioits einshcvbrs asnom^ 
atijr imported quantities of N^roes from variotur 
jparts of A£pica, who werie more innred to labour ; 
ansC from the tmiDit of thiese slaTesr with the yemam- 
der of the native Indians, sprang the Sambos) who 
are chieffy remarkable for their desperate courage 
and thirst far « blood ; which qualilies rendered 
Afesn a dreadful scofHrge to tte Royaliste dtiring the 
ww^f-exteimiiKrtion; <f^per<ion, they differ but 

^very sli^tiy from the original Negroes^, their 
colour is but a ^ade fig^fer^ and their hair pre*^ 
Cfiiely &e sdine The features hdre abo^ the sanne 
dsoracteristic ikmta: They are insensible of dan^r^ 
and, being fatalists, never yield to any adirenie cir- 
cumstances, however appaffing ; but(l^eir mheren^ 

\^ eruehy is almost past be£e^ 

/Sich were the men I was^destined to command ; 
but I must do them the jilstiee to say that they 
were, e»;epton a few occasions, veryobedi^t and 
tuactable. Thiff might have- arisen from thdir de^ 
sife to have British officers, which is m them, like 
all other classes of natives, very observable. While 
andeir the native chiefs they have been stubborn 
and self-willed, and mdiSSerettt as to the isstie of 
their contests^ : indeed, they have been known to 
betray their oJBcera into the bands of the ememy, 
whose service they have joined ; but when led by 
my of the British, they have beteived eartreitiery 
well. The chief trouble they gave me was to 
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prevent them from cutting each other's throats, < 
which they are sometimes apt to do in their, dis-/' 
putes, which generally arise out of discussions of i 
their comparative merits in the service of Mars; 
or Venus) 

The next officer to myself was an old Spaniaiyl, 
named. Marichio^ who had formerly held the rank 
of Lieutenant in the Spanish navy. He had 
much of the pride and indolence of his nation: 
about him, but was a staunch patriot m principle, 
a very worthy man, and a brave and good officer. 
Still, unfortunately, he had not the slightest 
influence with the crews under him, who treated 
him with contempt and derision, simply, I be- 
lieve, from the prejudice they universally held 
against his country. Whenever a^ quarrel arose 
among those whom he immediately commanded, he 
mvariably sent for me to quell it, and I found no 
difficulty in doing so ; though so great was their 
hatred to him, that any interference on his part 
would, in all probability, have made him a head 
shorter. On joining them, they expressed the 
most lively satisfaction at not having a Dative 
officer placed over them, and obeyed every order 
with great alacrity; but I had not been long on 
board when the patrons or steersmen of all the 
flecheras (who were in most instances the founders 
of all the mischief that was plotted) carrie to me, 
to request that I would send Marichio on shore, 
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assuring me very seriously that he was a bad 
fellow and would betray us to the Spaniards. 
This of course I could not cotoply with, had I 
been so inclined ; I therefore endeavoured to re* 
concile them to him, and eventually made up 
matters pretty comfortably. 

/My general orders from the Congress, were to 
/cruize about the river Oronoco, and to return to 
; the capital every three weeks for further instruc- 
' • tions. My private directions from his Excel- 
bency the President, were to consider his orders 
fin preference to those of the Congress, and to 
/forward all specie I might take from any of my 
' prizes to him, at the head-quarters of the army. 
I now sailed, or rather paddled about, waiting for 
' an opportunity to call the energies of my crew 
Jnto action. I found that, although entirely igno* 
. rant of navigation, they were very correct in all 
'\ their operations./^ They have no idea of a com- 
pass, but always steer in the rivers by little 
notches and other marks cut in the trees, €o small 
^that no one but themselves can perceive them, 
j and When they have occasion to go to sea they are 
' guided by some fixed star^^ of whose precise situa- 

^ The knowledge they possessed of the extensive range of 
£oa8t was truly surprising; not a tree, bush, or creek, did we 
pass but they could readily distinguish it, and for each they had 
a name, which was denoted by a sort of hieroglyphic cut in some 
part of each of them. 
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tbn they have a ^ood knowledge, and are rarely 
known to commit an error in thdr reckoning. 

Soon after I left Angostura^ while laying up in. 
one of the numerous creeks where w^ had remaiaodl 

c 

all night, we were gratified by the appearance of | 
three brigs laden with provisions and stores, m-l 
tended for the service of the Royalist troops/i 
which were easily tsdcen, and their miserable' 
crews put to death. I could find no means erf" 
preventing this carna^, aa my orders were too 
decisive to admit of any omission : and J am firmly 
pensuaded that the employment thus made fok* 
the Sambos was the only means of letaintng me 
their good opinion) for nothing less tiian a full 
fiatiety of their appetite for bloodshed can evex 
induce them to be active, or to display their 
<u)urage« fHere was however but too much work 
for them, for the Spanish vessels were continually ; 
passing and re-passing to and from their respet- ^ 
tive destinations, and in the space of three w^ks 
we captured two schooners of war^ having troops. 
jool board, a corvette, and six small forigs^ at the 
loss of about seventy men on the Independent '^ 
€ade.> 
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CHAPTER III. 

Mimlat AiigiMitarar^<)rdtred tD join tbe expeditioiiiuularOdloiiellMiiiu 
ti]Ia^-£ncounter with a Spazush squadron — Ferocity and insubor- 
dination of the Sambos — Opportune arrival of the Independent Fleet 
— ^AtrthoDT jcnns Colonel Montilla — Capture of tSaTanilla — ^Pursmt 
^rfttMtting Si)«nitfd»--N6ariyflui:^titedby the«nemy----Spa]i]flr^ 
allowed to retreat without their arms — Return to Angostilr^^ 
Rejected overtures of General Morillo^ and the court of Spain-^ 
Author captures a brig with specie on hoard — Sails for Margarita 
-Phased lon Ins return by a Spanish 'squadrcm-^Mamier (^ 1^ 
■escape-bordered with desf^tches to Maturin^-^Anlhor^s irasfel 
surprised by the Spaniards during his absenc&— Loses everything 
by the capture — Kindness of General Arisinendez — ^Author nomi- 
nated to the command of a fleet of flecheras — Sent to IVinidad^- 
.Dc8Qrf)ti(m of the RcmdhiuH- *Saila for M aigaritft-M-Meets aSpmkk 
vessel without the means of resisting it — Stratagem to escape 
observation — Arrival at Pampatar, to wait the arrival of General 
Devereux. 

On going to Angostura, I foand that Generals 
Arismendez and Montilla had been ordered to 
johi £he troops of Paez^ on the plains of the Apnre^ 
and here mi union was effected with the small 
division under .Genersd Soublette> iw'ho vras^ I 
believe, a good Boldier and a staunch patriot, but 
his services wete never materially demanded^ 
therefore his best qualities remained almost un* 
known to the country at large. Colonel Montilla 
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had also received the command of a force for the 
purpose of attacking the port of Savanilla, at the 
western entrance of the Magdalena> in which ser- 
vice Admiral Bricm was ordered to asi^st him with 
his fleet, and the troops destined for the latter 
service were then preparing for their march. I 
also<1^eceived orders to join the expedition under. 
Montilla, and was directed to. sail immediately./ 
Taking a stock of provisions on board, I proceeded < i 
down the Oronoco and along the coast, intending 
to join the fleet, if possible, on its way to the scene ■ ; 
of action; but in the gulph of Triste I was met . 
and . surrounded by a Spanish squadron of fifteeuv \ 
vessels, mostly schoonisrs well manned, which had; 
been ordered up the Oronoco to clear the river of 
all the Republican flecheras^ I was driven by* 
necesi^ty to make the best defence I could against 
such a superior force, finding that any atteidpt to 
escape would be fruitless. 

The". Sambos behaved with the ^atest coolness 
at first, and by taking deliberate aim managed to 
carry away the masts of four of the enemy's ves- 
sels, and thus not only threw them into muchi 
cofifusion but killed many of their hwds, though < 
it was at the sacrifice of more than a hundfed ; of | 
themselves, who were killed by the constant fere / 
of grape maintained by the Royalists. Seeing; 
their companions lims falling round them, flieiu-'! 
riou9 Sambos could no longer restrain themselves^ \ 
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/and aaeouraged by the palsons/they loudly tndled 
^fix oilers to > board the vessels they had disabledv 
to wi^ak their vengeaziGe on the crews of tiiem. 
Such a step I v^ but too well Assured would be 
jthe destruction of the whole of us^ and therefore 
'essayed by every means* in my power to prevent 
-it. In this I was unfortunately but badly se^ 
; conded, as my brother officers, being natives, or 
' Spaiiiards, had no influence with the men^ Mari- 
chio did all in his power to keep them back, and> 
as usual, was laughed at. Meantime the fire was 
galling us dreadfully, and the patrons becoming 
more enraged threatened to shoot Marichio for 
opposing them, f I therefore was obliged, as the 
jonly means of preserving myself and the re^ 
mainder of the crew, to give orders to the officers 
and: sailors to shoot all the patrons. This done, 
(the others seemed more inclined to listen to my 
lorders, and manceuvred so w^U with their gtxhs 
that, although hemmed) in on all sides, the S^fia- 
.^niards were kept at bay, and so oontiamed till 
jnigbt favoured us, when we contrived to escape 
jthrough than; When daylight returned, how** 
|ever, we found ourselves still closely pursued and 
|within> shot, but, using every effort, we contrived 
ito increase the distance between us and the 
en^my . At ^^length, iwfaile stretching across tiie 
moutii of the gulpb of Coro, occasionally firing a 
shot at them, the squadron destined by Admiral 
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BrioQ for die assistance of Montilla^ uiixler tlie i 
pliant Oaptam ^itty^vfaove in sight aiwl bore 
down, being attracted by oar ftriug. Qkitty! 
having hoisted Spdnish colours, the Royalists of. 
course imagined that it was tthe anoniader of, 
their own fleets and now made sure of taking the 
whole of the iflec^eras. T had also, from the cir*- 
cumstance of seeing the Spanish flag hoisted; 
made up my mind to be capfcured, fiom which I 
could see no hope of escaped) 

The( Sambos had got everything ready for av 
iast desperate struggle-naot for their lives^ for they' 
regarded them at all times as nought, and now 
gave them up as lost — ^but for an increase of 
slaughter of their enemies, and therefore waited . 
quietly till the squadron just discovered should • 
come close enough to receive the contents of their : 
guns. They were rajudly gaining ground and 
approaching on our weatiier quarter^ but were! 
still getting nearer to the enemy than to us.^ 
Cvery moment was expected to bring us a voUeyj 
that would sink our little fleet, and being anxious^ 
to anticipate it, 'I was on the point of giving orders 
for the Sambos to fire on the new comers, when a 
broadside was discharged from them, to our asto- 
nkhment not at us, but at our pursuers* dj^tt^^ 
feeing now near enough to eSect his object, low*^ 
ered die Spanish flag, and to* my great relief I 
saw the Independent colours take its place. The 
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; Sambos gave a kmd yell, and Hie flecfaeras now 
joHied in tbe attack^ which ivas. warm but af 
fifaort duration. The RoyaJists, jgnding tbemaelveB 
tlikely to be worsted^ hdsted all the aaik they 
icould and made die best of their ivay fi-om u«^ 
ileaving six of their ressels in o«ur hands) Chitty's 
orders being to join Montilla almost instantly, ym 
had not time for a pursuit* 

(We now proceeded to a little village^ named 

^ Gazita, one league from SaTanilla, at the entrance 

\ of a narrow river, which had been appointed the 

I place of rendezvous for the forces destined for the 

'attack) The flecheras were drawn up on tbe 

beach and there safely moored, and I took the 

cfews on shore, now amounting to not quite 500 

men. A party of seamen also actx)mpanied us 

under a very bmve English officer, Captajdi Noel, 

while tbe fleet moved fnrther up towards the poit^ 

in order to commence tbe bombardment. 

/lowing been joined by the force under jIMiontiUa 
the same night, we marched early the ensuing 
I morning to the outworks, to begin the sieges* A 
I somewhat lofty fortificaition, with strong bastions, 
^on which the port prindpally depended, was the £yr$t 
point we were ordered to attack, and the seamen and 
blacks were directed to storm it, while the troK^ 
marched round to another fort, the ships having 
by a preconcerted signal began to pour in their 
shells incessantly. Being pvovided ^ith scaling 



60 RECOLLECTIONS OF A . SERVICE 



ladders, the sailors, whoiwere i^efly Englisbineti^x 
aacedided with loud huazas, the Sambos, with theirj 
deafiming yell of triumph, following. A shaiW 
cosfliet ensued on liie ramparts and in the streets j 
which lasted about twenty minutes, "when thei 
Ro3mlists fled. The loss was great on both sides ;\ 
that of the Royalists, including the prisoners who 
were put to death after the action, could not have 
been less than 1,500. On the Independent side 
it. amounted to above 700^ including 150 of the 
Sambos. Soon after this place had been captured, 
a New Grenadian .officer came from Bogota, via 
the Magdalena, with a party of volunteers in some 
csmoes^ and i^edily took fourteen Spanish gun- 
boats at Teneriffe, which was a ver^ essential 
service at that period. 

Itiefiext step was that of ensuring the obedi- 
ence of the province for the future, to accomplish • 
which, it was deemed necessary to march to the; 
encampment formed by the fugitive Royalist^t^ 
and either to expel them the province, or com* 
jdete their destruction. They were stationed 
about four le^ues from the port, of which Mon-^ 
tilia bad secured the undisturbed possession by: 
a treaty with the natives, in which they dew 
claved for the patriot cause, many of them enrolI<- 
isg themselves under his banners. The day after 
this negociation was concluded, we marched after 
the Spaniards, and came to a skirmish with them. 
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pv^hich lasted not more than half an hour, wlten 
Ithey fled, after having a few of their men killed, 
jand we pursued them to the verge of a wood 
which they had entered, when the bugles. souBded 
or us to halt. Here MontiUa was guilty of an 

versight not usual with him, which had nearly 
proved fatal to us all. He ordered us to bivouac 
for the night close to the skirts of the wood, in*> 
Ending to return the next morning to the port. 
Imagining that the Royalists had fled from the 

rovince altogether. We had, however, repofi(ed^ 

nly about two hours, when we were attacked "by 
the enemy, who had only retreated under cover of 
the brushwood, in order to draw us into an ambus- 
cade if we had followed them, and finding that we' 
did not, they waited till we were all asleep, that 
Ihey might surprise us. Fortunately for us (for 
Montilla had not thought it necessary to post 
piquets or to appoint centinels) the bank under 
which we lay, and which bounded the wood, was 
jcomposed of loose earth, and \^en the Spaniaids 
knounted to the top' of it, it gave way and Tolled 
fdown on the native troops ben^tib, and thu« 
alarmed the whole body. Still their first fire 
knade some havoc, and the attack which infifsoitly 
followed with the bayonet and lance must have 

been more fatal, had not the sailors discharged 

r 

. their muskets and pistols, which threw the enemy 
into some disorder ; and the Sambos, taking advaa* 
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t»ge of it, rushed on th,em with their nmchettis, 
and with the aid of the seanren soon dt ove them to 
tbdir old quarters in ike wood, still dosdy pursu- 
ing them . Meanwhile the Creole trbopsy in spite of 
the strenuous ^tdeavours of Cdonel Montilla and' 
his officers to rally them, had fled, all but a! 
band of two hundred Guerillas, who jcnned in the; 
pursuit,, which was continued the whole day. j 
!^ch body, under its own respective leader^ and ! 
vrithout any dhief,^ also pushed on dilring tbe ensu- j 
ing ni^t, destroying all who stayed beMnd of the/ 
enemy, till at length, about noon the next day j 
both purtieis being oompletely overpowered WElb| 
&tigue, were obiiged to lay down , close to eaeli< 
other, withouft the power of coining to an action^ 
^ The Spaniards faavii^ continued to move qb 
while their strength allowed them, at last, as if 
by the general conscart, feU dcvwn, deter- 
mined tb meet their fate at once, and thekr pur-^ 
susers were Jtoo weary to ofier them the least 
violehce. 'Here we lay above two hours under/ 
the agony of excessive thirsty during wbicb inter^ ' 
val Captain Noel, General Gormia, the GueptBi» 
ehief^ and myself, consulted as to our future pro- 
ceedingsi, when it was detennined that we should 
not let the Spaniards go miless they would lay down 
titeir arms ; and, if they refused, that we shotrld 
coosiMncie an actkm as soon as tbe men werd 
^nlBciently rested. It was also agreed that, as 
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Gonma was the saiior officer, and a known brav^ 
man^ we should place oarsdv^s under his com- 
mand till we returned to Golcmel Montilla. 

"^0 S^paniards begmmng to show symptoms of 
a dei&re tor escape without le^tvmg their aatms 
behin<J tbem^ Gorima g9ve orders for the attadc, 
which aceordingfy commenced, not with much 
Tigpur on either side ; and vin a short time the 
RoyaliiMs yielded up their armii^, and fed with as 
much speed as they could, taking with them 

twelTS muskets/ which we allowed them to retain 

• 

to kill cattle for their sufasratence. After resting 

I a few honrs^ we retraced: our steps, audi met Colcnel 

iMontilla, who having after much difficulty rallied 

^Us troofMSy waa mavching aEfter u^ He expressed 

himself much please^d at the manner in whidv we 

had acted, and kindly" wrote a fiatt^in^ .account 

of our conduct to the Congress. 

The /whole prQ^aee having been restored to 

i^ trancfoilUtyy after a few skirmishes with those of 

the nativea who still adhered to the Spaniards, 

my- business there waa at an end,^ aiad ^ cooqiHr^ 

anee. wilih the ordiers i had received, frcon the 

; Congress, I returned to Angostura with my men, 

' wiw reduced to less tinan three hundred* I arrived 

: libece Ih^Si^l <l^ March 1820, and found that during 

the time I had been away General Morillo had 

beccHne sensible of the danger of bi& situation^ 

and in consequence bad, in the commencemefiKt 
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of the previous month, made Overtures of a recon^ i 
ciliation to Bolivar, on certain, conditions, which! 
were incompatible with the independence of the 
Republic* To these,. it was reported, Bolivar was 
inclined to listen, but that he was overruled by 
the members of the Venezuelan Congress, who 
recommended that, as the Royalists were aware of 
their danger, nothing short of the acknowledged 
freedom of Colombia should be attaided t^ At 
this time also arrived some comrnissicmers from 
the court of Spain, delegated td treat with the 
patriots on similar terms to those offered by 
Morillo ; but, as they had no authority to acknow- 
ledge their independence, they were not receivevL 
4n T^y passage up the Oroaoco I was. fortunate 
enough to fall in with and capture a large brig of 
war, which had lost a great many of her handp 
by the yellow fever. This vessel had a quantity 
of specie on board, the proper^ty of the officers, 
which they had obtained by their prizes. The nmoey 
I took with me to the capital, and then receivigd 
orders to go to the island of Margarita, with de-- 
spatches for the Governor-General Clementi. , I 
departed immediately, and returned as sqon as the 
replies were ready, with some property belonging 
to O^ieraL Arismendez, which his lady had sent for 
his use, when I acquired the intelligence that the 
renowned General Devereux was believed to be 
on his passage from England, according to advices 
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i«eeiired'fr<!m trim^ to daidi^^ his reward : for the 
tmbps he had sent but. (Om : my passage to the 
*t!apital I was chased by a strong squadron of 
' eleven vessels) sent after the f(H!ce under Captain 
Ohitty. Seeing me, their attention was diverted 
ftoax their original object^^^d at the place called 
the 'Bocasistes, from the several mouths of the 
Oronoco meeting there, they endeavoured to force 
me to an action, but this was avoided by getting 
into shoal water where they could not reach us./ 

Finding' that there would be little chance of ulti- 
mately esK^aping without coming to an ei^g;agement, 
I deemed it expedient to let the m^ take a night's 
reikiti a creek into which they had taken shelter, as 
they were fatigued with paddling against the force 
of the current through. the Bocasses, and by their 
liibtairs for two days previously. ^ I therefore an- 
chored the sloop about two hundred yards from 
the fle^heras, * opposite to them, and still kept a 
gobdiook out. Thev^enemy were not however in-' 
lelitiedto wait till the morning, but came in their 
boat^, iatbout twenty in nuinber, to the attack by 
mocm4ight, thinking perhaps to surprise us unpre- 
pared. The watch on deck perceived them long 
1 before they came hear u% .and we had previously 
/ got everything ready for their receptk>n.>The guns 
carried by the sloop (four 8-pounders) were hea- 
vily loaded with grape-shot,, and having a remi^k- 
abfy strong boarding net) which I had purchased 

VOL. II. F 
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at Maigarita, fixed» while the orews stood ready to 
receive them with a volley of musketry in addition. 
Having ordiered a Sambo to jump overboard and 
swim to the flecherts^ to apprize them of thedanger^ 
and to direct them to c»>me out as soon, as the 
first volley was fired» I allowed the enemy's boats to 
come as near as Hhought proper^ ai^d then ordered 
the men to fire. They poured such a volley upon 
the Spaniards, that they seemed inclined to put 
back, and upon seeing the flecheras approach they 
aoon fled. The ^Sambos were as little inclined to 
Jet them go as they were to stay, and called loudly 
for permission to put them to death .j Getting into 
the flechera craamanded.by Marichio, I went after 
them> andv^aptured six of the boats without difii- 
culty, but the rest escaped.; 

I now went on board the sloop, with the inteur 
tion of going on to Angostura without a moment's 
delay^ as I knew the weakn^s of my .fbrce» and 
di^ not like, another attack by daylight, which 
would enable the ships to work their guns upon 
vSv i£re I arrived, at the capital* I was hailed by \ 
a corvette/ belonging to Admiral Brian's division^ 
/which had an order for me to iminediately pirooee^ f 
to the town of Maturin, where his Excellency the \ 
President, . with Generals Paez and Arismendej; '^ 
then was, to deliver iJbiedespatches bf General Cle^ 
menti to him personally, ^d to receive ^fwther 
directions, I therefore iirent up the river to the 
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^ tieaf^&t place to MfU^iiriti fer landings and took aii 
jthe Efiglislimen who remained aliFe (eighteen) 
aslii^ with me, amied; giving a partitmlbr caution 
to Mpiirichio (whose indbleiice^ I feared, wouM be 
} productrre of some mischief), as to the necessity 
of keeping a vigilant wateh, lest another surprise 
should be attempted^ 

/<I commenced the march throtigh the woods, in 
Nprhichl was ft>r<:^d to sleep that night beneath tor^ 
rente of rain, and nearly coveped with the water that 
rushed over us as we lay upon the ground* With 
the aid of i$om# pieces of sail-cloth whidi we had 
bi'ought for the purpose, our fire-arms were kept 
^ry, in the event of our having use for them. We 
reached Maturin the next night. | ^Dund that i 
was required to take the flechera-man to the plains 
of thd Apure) to )oin the division widi which they 
were intended to act as a party of pkineens, and in 
^uiy other way circumstences might require ; previa 
oiisly to whit^h I was to go to the island of Trinidad> 
to recdve a x^aanttty of stores^, a^ms, &c> which 
bad been purchasiftdibr the Republican gov^mmeni 
in England, and conMgnM to Mr llenderi^h. The 
i^xt «ioii»ng I was to have started, but was pr6^ 
vented by tife attival of four or five of the Sambos, 
who came in fetigued and wounded, to inform me 
thM ]Mpirichio(^d suffered himself to be surprised^ 
as(d l^at he and all the crews, except my informers^ 
had been lilaughtered. I was now in an Aukward 



68 RECOLLECTIONS OF A SERVICE 

plrecUeament^.aa I had. lost whatever I/po86e9Qe4-r'^ 
clothea^ money, iofitrAtfuento, ,inap9>i charts, jourr 
aala^ and: ev^ffythiog elise:' I had just the, suit I 
wore left; I was th^itdfore.iDdxiced to availing, my-j 
selfitf aritle, professedly^ Acted upotnJhy the autho-| 
riiiies. of Oolombia, to jreplace the losses of officer® 
mcnrred thisl wsay ; and made application to Boli-| 
varto beaUowoA to draw lupon: his Excellehcy for! 
three .Inuididd ddllam for my pcesenfc wa^ts. That( 
resour^eihowaveirifaUed «ie)a8 he declared himself 
without such a sum^ at the moment^, and I was in 
coiiseq^ence ' compelled to ,agaii9t a^ail myself pf 
the asaistanceiof my, ever^ldnd. friend AtismendQ7» 
who,, as ;»oon -aft he heard; of Bftliyar's. refusal, 
advaacedimei^onble the.simi I, had required frpw 
theLibertador. . • . ,.?;.; . 

/My icbmmaiiid being, thus. \ajHul41^tedy I ;)i^; 
under the necessity of ioliciting> anpther« and 
w*8 demred by his £»;eellency. .tQ go. ^ith ^^€l^t 
Mriil^.Arismend^ to Marga^ita]^ where; the latter 
was vordeted: to receive General Devjereu;s;. My 
business, was to' learn if :there was a prospect of 
th6. artrml of any jnore troops^ or if the .supq^lies 
ofrstoiM aad.arvis which' had been promised by 
him ' were iforthoon^ng. This <^rcdmsitance ^f- 
fofded.an excuse. for depriving Geneial Arismen- 
dM of his rank in the eastern disti^ict, axid he was 
thns^&own . by degrees out of office altpgether^.^ 
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j period for 'Ahgostili^, where we were( to^pravide 
I ourselves with a flecfaera for llie voyage^ leaving 



j Bolivar :upoh the {bint'-ef msOchMg to Cueuta 
jto atitack the iRoyaiistB: <Sooil after touif' arrival 
\ there; AHsmeiide^ i%e^ed- additioqal ' lordem > ex^ 
ipress from Bolivaori to^aBsomble dlMhe fieeberaa 
I which were cruiaio^ , off >tiie coast fdf Trinidad ' and 
'in the gnlf of Paria^ and 4x>ibmaf ften iiito*a fleet, 
andjgiviB me th6 ccmunaiid^ them.^ The good old 
!6^eml, with every emotion of pleasore, hastened 
I to put me inpossesifidii of these vesseU ; andwith>* 
!out waititig' for tl^ prepanM^dn of a flechera lai^ 
enough for tour conveyanoe, toek a very smidl one; 
I which he would intiist was cpmlnodiotts enough/ 
tWheri hoiwreter we entered, with the Geaeral'tf 
secretary, servants, and the crew, lnakiiig>in the 
wfaold twebty-si± parsmis, with all our baggage; 
Id a ve^i^l ttot iniM*e than 30 fe^t long, we brought 
the-' gfundel witlunf six inehesof the water;: Shcr 
aih^red' very well while going alcmg^ the feide of 
th6 rivdr, whefe Acre was but little curvent; buir 
WhenVe eame to the Bocasses, where tbe«weli 
Was beaVy and the force of the rapidi^ stM>ng; she 
W^s '^otistandy Ml, and ^ur whole time wfts^odcu v 
pifed^itt bdtHng her; and even then, with ail ooi« 
kbbilf; W^' tfSxM scarcely pfeveiit' her from ishik-: 
111^. ^fn order to' remedy this ineoiivtsiiience, we 
placed a piece of ca^va^^ eighteen inches xieep, ail: 
round the tipper ^part; *but' e?fen then* ^^ woald. 
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sot proceed safely^ and the Qeaeral being how 
convinced of it^ came to the resolution of putting 

r 

iikto Guiria, for the purpose of getting another; 
where we were obliged to wait till one cosild be^ 
buUt, aa there was none in the place* Heve we \ 
received intelligence of a Spanish privateer eor^| 
vette^ with a brig in com|>any, csriiizihg souiewbere \ 
near ; and Omeral Ariinneiidez; felt it necessary to \ 
send me to Trinidad in the oki flechera, with part 
of her erew, to purdaase a long 18*pounder for the 
new one* I dierefore stajdsd/ but was soon hailed 
by the corvette, wUdh fired several shots at the 
fleohera; but as it was very cafan at the time^ 
there was Htile danger of bemg captured. Unfor- 
tunately for the poor Indians, a 12-pound shot 
came suBongst them during the chace, which kilted 
three of them, and rendered another helpless* By 
the increased exertions of the remainder, I reached 
the island in safety, and returned <m the fourth 
day I taking with me two English sailors, who had 
volunteered to accompany me in the room of the 
deceased Indians. They were of Iktle use to me 
in aavigatmg the fiechera, as the method is very 
ibrei^ to oux mode of working boats ; but my 
object vck takiiB^ thirai was to have some aid if wa 
should again be attacked^ whidb was not the case ; 
ttd we reached Guiria without any accident, whei^ 
we found the new ftechera aJbready launched^ by 
the activity of the carpenters of the place, and the 
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'Indians leftbelmid, whoarecommotily excelkut 

j workmen. The next thing to be completed weie 

I the sails, which Arismendez himself undertook 

ito cnt out, and, with Ike help of the English 

sailors, to mak^ * ^ 

^iPwo days, therefore, after I ' returned from 

Trinidad, we again started' for the > rendezvous of 

the flecheras, which was in a small creek in the 

deep bight formed by the concavity of the western 

coast of Trinidad, about nine leagues from the 

Dragon's mouth. It is known only to the Indians 

and Sambos, who had sought refuge there at va* 

rieus periods during the war, when pursued by 

the Spaniards, and had cultivated a small planta*^ 

jtion of plantains, with a few tropical fruits and 

/sc^e maize, to fumisti them with provisions on 

tin emergency. Here all the flecheras were in the 

habit of meeting every twentieth day, to receive 

) the orders of the Oongress, and to make a report 

>of tbeir proceedings. We arrived theretwo days 

before the usual time for their coming in, and were 

obKged to erect a rauoha to shelter us while we 

waited; Rauchas are tents, which are erected in 

South America by travellers to protect th^n from 

thet heat or rain, while resting on their journeys. 

They are of simple construction, and the materials 

of which they are composed are in^ most places 

close at hand. Four or six posts, according to the 

size required, are driven into the ground with 
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cross pieces to support the, roq^ whidh' is made of 
slight pieces of wood laid across the mipporters at 
equal distances, ia:nd si^cured by the clasf^ersof st 
large description cif honeysuckle. Over theser are 
laid the expansive Waves of the bean tree, the 
edges folding over each other, >Wiich effectually 
keep out the rain. .When they ate required for 
any length of' time, the sMes axe covered in the 
same manher as the roof,/with a dobrof sirailsor 
contrivance, and; they will then last i<K many 
months with an occasional layi&r of leaved on the 
top. ' • . ' 

We waited here five days after' tb6 usual timie 
of the cbming in of the fieeheras witho'ckt seeing 
anything of them, and wef e in consequence ap- 
prehensive that they had either fellen into the 
hands of the enemy, or wtfere lost in a heavy stoim 
which had raged two days and nights ^ince our 
landing. On the* sixth day iVe wefe agreeably 
surprised to see some of them inaking towards 
us, but feairful that they might not be friends, 
we received them with every preca?ution, cjoti- 
cealing ourselves behind the treds and brushes, 
with our larms presented, and the long gun loaded 
to hatlf its len^h with all sdrlSfi of tiiissiles. They 
iiiformed us that they had been nfedrly fest ou 
different parts of the coast, and had'b^en drivdn 
out of their course, which had* dausieid tbie» delay. 
The boats all bore proofs bf tlui» statement, and 
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ware so • much m}Ui:td^.to require^ repakibgi^efi^e 
it was safe for tkem to «veimire oat to -sea^ agadsr; 
a&d^as(tbi&tKO]||ld oecii^py S9ixie4imes aiid th^ 
riwl u)£iithe others .^^1^. lui^i^p, .thp (^]reaeral. 
tbougbt it better. to proc^ ^to llftajcgarita) as the 
•time for his aivival ther^ was ;at hand^ leavmg 
theni tofoUow us. We tbooefore left Trinidad the 
ibUowin^ jnorningi and unluckily encountered a 
severer gotie .the next day». ^ which we were, nearly; 
lost. The flechera wai^ so much stramedand 
made:so muchw^er, that we had/no alternative 
but to throw the gun overboard to kieep her fipm 
smking. After being driven alniost >to4he island 
^ p£ Tobs^Oy ;the(storm subnded, and. having used 
^all our .8|mngth to regain ;our course^ the fourth 
^¥^ht lifter raovr.c^parture we were s^en .by a 
|JS{H»Mi^ vjQB^l» Mdiicb.^^^ Jbiave an 

easy/ZGoaques^t* 'the mei, being /too <much ex* 
hausted by. .their fatigues during the gale to pad*^ 
die with any swiftiKifs/i and we had lost our only 
means of defence, for all the powder we. had pd 
board* wasi too n^et to.be used) The enemy were 
not, it appeared, * aware pf our being so near to 
them, asf for, some time after Arismendez had disqp- 
verfd thenk .with . his night tel^so^pe they did> nqt 
usei.a]|y effort to. jpome. up with us, though they 
W0re. ste^ngf neiirly the same icoijirse as ourselifes. 
Theicrew having decfaijed their inability to use the 
' paddles any. longm;, . we had . hoisted ' the sails ^i|d 
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were endieATourkig to escape before the Spwiiards 
could notice U8« The chance was but slender, 
aud the oQnsequeuce of our being . cs^tured we 
knew was certain death, therefoite the time was 
one of some anxiety. ArismendeK swept tiie sur* 
fiaee of the ocean with his glass every moniait to 
asc^rtaiii their movements, but stUl he did not 
imagine they saw us, thou^^ they were evidently 
gaining oa us* Thinking, however^ that we must 
soon be di8covered,(we agreed to lower the masts 
at (mce, making , air that it was of consequence ^ 
to preserve fest to the bottom and thwarts of the 1 
fledteia^ aiuL then had recourse to an Indian trick ' 
often played under similar circumstances, which 
consists in .overtumii^^ the boat, leaving the bot* 
torn upwards* Ourselves and the crew, as is the \ 
pmctice, got undemealii, and supported our heads [ 
above the water, in the body of the vessel, — -which 
afforded us sufficient room to breathe in, — by 
holding the thwarts and ring-bolts by which the 
luggage was secured J 

(Here we remained till we found that a boat 
had been lowered from the ship . to find out what ; 
we were. The Indians, being excellent swimmers, 
were continually watching, every movement of 
the enemy, till they came so near as to make it 
hazardous for them to remain longer out of the. 
boat. With intense anxiety we waited their 
approach, but they did not cpme close to us, for ' 
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;the officer seeing only the bottom of the boat^ 

.observed in our hearing that he supposed die 
had been upset in the hurricane, and that the 
crew had perished. To our relief be put back to 

^^ihe ship and sailed on their intended couraey whidi 
seemed to be to a little island called Coche, i^ar 
Margarita, where the Spaniards sometimes ren- 

^dezyous'd ; (a^d,^ wh^i the Indians had ascertained 
that all dai^er was over, we righted the fle- 
efaera, and resuming our seats, roacfaed j^unpatar, 
on the 16th May, in safety, l^adame Arismen* 
dez} who was then residing with the lady of 
General dementi, rWas. agreeably sufprised at the 
arrival of her husband, and a succession of en- . 
tertainments was given by his friends to welcome 
him, which served to pass away the time till the 
arrival of the long expected Devereux.; 



/ 
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portment of. the General — ^His splendid regimentals — ^Landing at 
Mar^£irita^ and ludicrous accident — ^His gasconade at a public en- 
' ite^UhuMii^JIxM^ ^ceMs lii^ G^etU D&vereai to KiHg^ 
'f litpiV ^iJiuHi^^a^-fTke GeiMir^'4riP9epti<iJMibere-*<'Author retuma 
to Margarita^ and ia made the bearer of, despatches, to the Pre- 
sident Bolivarr—Truce between the Independents and Royalists — 
^ VaricAis opinions as- to th^inotiYes 6f ^olivar^Author sails in a 
> , ; s^iall 8}06p t^ piqectFB srtovQs . nt : St -Bo^ii^fo^^^CSaptured > by the 
. Spaniigr^; ayd f^rie^.tp « seefctlemep^^ni that island — Escapes by 
connivance— ^Recaptured, and carried into Carthagena — Cartha- 
gena desciibed—- Close imprisonment and cruel treatnieni-^Con- 
4w>€d to :deatk by "ClMierai MoilltD^Mann^ in which- h& was . 
to hare been executed«»/rhe GinrotteT-rA^s^sted wit)i,iiii^an9 oC 
escape — ^Escape on the night before the morning assigned for his. 
ri execution — Safely teaches a vessel waiting td receive him. 



Towards the evening^ of, I believe, the 20th of 
January, a f small brig, bearing English colours, 
was observed to be making for the harbour, and 
it being immediately supposed that this waS the 
vessel l^aring the object 6f our expectations, (^I 
\yjas desired by *^6teneral Arismendez to go on ^ 
board and ascertain if he were arrived, Accom-^ 
panied'byjBL military officer, I made *f6r the brig;' ' 
wfcich had in the meantime come to to -anchor' 
outside the haribour. I was strnfekwith tJfe fHthi- 



/^ 
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I n^& of her appearance^ as she had been taken 
frcon the coal. trade for the vo^rage^ and appa4 

. rently had not been cleansed^ since her late occuy- 
pation. On her stem was painted *'The Mary^ 
of Sunderland." \Jlm&nb.6h de<lfe and was;saluted 
by a jolly-looking old. fellow with a: nose i of; a 
deep rubicund tint, who was walking the ; decj;/ 
and who asked me fifty questions in an instant. 
Thia personage proved to be' no other than Father 
0'M«lHn, ^an Irish' Cafliolicpries^t, who had been 

I induced to join the retinue of Devereux, ' iat the 

I recommendation of the celebrated ^orator, Mr.I>a^^ 

ya^> O'OoQnell (whose ^Bon accompaniedi the leader 
as aid-de-camp) tinder the title of Chaplain .to 
the Irish Legion, and priyate cgnfeasor tp. it^ 
promoter^ Father O'Mullin, with Bfiru^h ceMmony 
and circumlocution, hiformed nre that General 

{I)evereu3^was on bos&'d, andjrequested me to go 
below into his cabin to see him. 
/AcQQKiingly I descended,, and saw the General 
«eate4 on a Jcind of stpol with his elbows leasing 
on a dirty tablp,' and. his head restiiig upon his. 
hands, the picture of despair. : His .h^ir-suid' dress ^ 
iwere in the , utmost disorder, without th^ Jl^ast 
regard. to cleanliness, and: the niost intense aii^fi^, 
vf^ poi^rtrayed ip, his.coun teufuice. He £QW^e,i and 
in a. jfiurried niaoui^ i put several tquastiona tcv^^ia^ 

' from the tenor of which it* was evident that hje 
considered ji^..sf(ip aeke4» and . himself nndft^ ^ 
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ftOMt. I endeavouied to «aane him of fais appre* 
faewions as . soon as possible, by telling hkn my 
Oldens from ^G^ewml \Aiisii»e^ were to inform 
him that: be shoold be raiseiTed with military ho-l 
Dottr^ and bulged to know whether be woaid go, 
cm sfafice that nighik or wait until the ensuing 
morning* " . 

^li'fais infioaiiutbn alonoe dispelled the^^ 
had hung over his eounteBance^ aisi be gradually < 
assumed, his wonted air of importance. Bridling 
himself up, and vainly attempting to conceal the ; 
emoticm .of extreme joy which visibly agitated \ 
him, he commenced one of those long speeches i 
for which he is so famed. It lasted a'bove ani 
hour^ although tl^ purport of it was only to ex*\ 
pneas his sense of the' attrition shewn him^ his 
gratitude, md rei^olution to be ready to go ashore 
a^ ten o'clock the £DUowing jtaomin^ 

I left him, receiving many thanks and profes^ 
sioDS of reigard, which were repeated in a^tei^ld 
degree by .the loquacious Father O'Mullin, who 
officiously atteided me to the. ship's side. Next 
raoming^at the time appointed, I went again to the 
ixeiieral,. who was far from ready. This arose 
fyoxa Hike time he took to eqmp himself: for the' 
oeoasion, and the total ignorance of hiitasdf and 
suite of thie method of artanging military appoint^ 
ments» the General and most of his litaff (as he 
termed, th^n) never hating hieen attached to any 
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army. I was requested to ammit, but^ fomiig 

33 igaamit I as > themseLTar I refernnl them to the 

officer who had MConpamed me, atid(ftcod alorf 

I a sJleDt spectator of the amusiag Keae before me. 

i The General's dreases wae all soldeied tip in tin 

leases^ that the lustre of the. lace ^aad bullion 

\ might not be diminished by the damp dumig the 

voya^. He was busily engaged in* opening them 

when I entered the cabtn, and when fold after 

ft 

fold of fine wrapper had been remofsed, we o6uld 
just disoayer between the parts covered by the 
trimoning, which was still enveloped in tissue 
paper, that the colour of the unifiMtn was blue. 
At length all was clear, and we behdd a most 
magmficent Frendi field^magshal^s uniform, so 
bedizened with laoe that it seemed as if the owner 
bad considered perscmal appearance of far more 
consequence in a war-of«eztaiminaftion than dis^ 
ciplme or strei^th of irambens. The trowsers 
were» to use a nautical {^raae, iron-bound, that 
is, a very broad piece of gold lace went down 
eadb.'side, and they were otherwise aplendidiy de^ 
corated* The hat was the same^ those wofti by 
fieldnnarshals of the French service, with a lofty 
waving I plume, and the sword about as long as 
that of ihe renewed .W^illiam WaUaoey the hilt 
beji9g.< studded wiidi Irish, dlaniimds^ given hiaiy 
as he sail^ .by vtkecorpomtion of Dubhi^ 
/Thus . eqaiffed, .the finely decoraited General* 
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eflileted'tkebeat^ and "w^e rowed asimre, wbem'a\ 
{^rd of h(Hkmr ^ms wmeakled to' refamte him, 
.the fortai^ t^o brigs.of war saliitiiig himmd'W^ 
pwsed^ Heifejt fresh oiMBtfeble Mose: Th^iofltedr; 
qf ther gaand informed' bim tlnd: bis tsash' was df 
4lie wrong ycohwt, ^cariinsMm) the odoM* tironi by 
thelodepentfentsbeitrgtbliie rakiil the otily r^edy 
we could contrtve; was th«(t oflpfeioimdiig apart^df 
aa old sitki dress, beloi^itag to? one of the fenmles 
of the island, to ooter it l^th. The>(xenertd now 
pajrtieiilariy requested that a handaeme changer 
might be provided to carry him tolfae boase iSf 
.General Arismendez, and my compairicai qiSered 
him the one upon which he had riddcin to the 
beach; whidi whs a very fine animsd belen^g^to 
Arismendez, but old and vidous. <Mouiittti^ithis 
horse he iproceeded forwarob, doing myself and 
the officer before m^ttioned the faonduv of "request^ 
ing us to Tide on each side of him; Hie rematnder 
oi thie party arrangii^ themselves in procession to 
follow.' The day was fine, and the heat of tte sttn- 
beams, powerfully r^ected from the 4sands, tmde 
it excessively hot. During the #ide, Dev«lig«» 
having seen a pond of water whicb had deseeiMied 
from the mountains and lodged in one dP'tfae hok 
lows -M: the low. lands, observed that^'tfae'hors^ 
seeined thirsty, and rode Ms oM^tothe e%e'thset 
it might dxink. The -■ shittal, findings ibe c^lement 
^>oland comfortable, instl»i% ptotged iti'VP^'to 
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:fai« knees iaiiit»maiiigre all the efforts of his rider 

^t^Kpreyeat it, latdMhunself down and rolled in it» 

splaiihuig {>efverea2i wtk tbe Mm^yfaloed up from 

^^ )xAtcm of tbe atagwlDt pool aod leaving him 

[io wade out at hiA plMaUre. Thus benyred; the 

^General nmuited a mule ^and^ rode to the end of 

^fae journey^ hia splendididi^s spoiled and scented 

|i)y 4be effluTia «f * the pond. This ' untowiurd acci^ 

|ieDt:being remaiied ia?th«t be«t masiter that could 

'be deviaed, h&M^& reaeived by Arismendez, and 

welcomed. tatba shores of Colombia, by means of 

-^m interpreter, as h^ did not undbratand Spanish. 

|^$io» after, the piMTty adjourned to the dinner 

lUble^ and after the attack upon the viands had 

, 9ubaided» the. health of General Dfevoreux was 

l^itjptwad, when .a bftdicr^nis sceii^ aro$e: Deve* 

MUX, who had bee<i kMiging for an qppdrtunitjf 

t|> bring i foftb' H loag 4ipeMli> witb whk^h ^he 

laboured^ aM^e^ and began §sk oration in English^ 

of which lione of faia hearer^ to whom he parti- 

/<^rly addreaMsd* bwiself, . understood a word. 

A£k»r haif0igttig them for above' two hours; ,he 

'caoebided by .brandishii^ the huge awqrd before 

notked^ ' and threatening/ to hfirl destraetion on 

thofenemftes of Liberty,, xk(A only i^r Colombia, ibut 

in^tii^ry <ithw pant/ftf the ^be. The most p»a- 

IRftilad^^dtteiation was pf^j^l^^ 9^ h«vmg. sat 

:hmiatf.dM«n^.tb<rtmtf^^ter, y^ v(as the oflfeer 

whoihad beeni*apt/wMb »Je \^ r^eoitiw. him, .arose 

vox. II. G 
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to perform the arduous task of transkting it, lA 
which he was interrupted many times by the Gre" 
neral desiring to add somethit^ more which he 
conceived necessary* Such as^ '' Tell 'em^ FU 
destroy every Spaniard m South America ; tell 'em 
that ; — say 9 that all Ireland is up in their cause, : 
in consequence of my representations, — ^tell 'em 
^Ao^/^^^^ntil tte officer getting completely tired, 
observed, '' You must wait till you can tell 
thetii'^urself^ General, for I never talked so 
much TIw in my life." The Ge«eml ws how- 
ever much applauded fcH* his oration, though ins* 
wardly laughed at; and elevated with the atten<> 
tion shewn him, he sat down with inefiable seK^ 
•esteem. 

After remaining some time at Mavgarita> Ge- 
neral Devereux prepared to go to Kingston in 
the island of Jamaica, whence he said be bIiquM 
ship vast supplies of arms, ammunition, and other 
materials, ioft the service of tiie Republic. These 
representations induced t^^efal. Arismendes to 
send me with him to receive them in the name of 
the government, and to superintend the shipment of 
them. We therefore sailed ; but as soon as Devereux 
had landed, the corporation of Kingston threat* 
etied to proceed with severity agmnst him unless 
adequate reparation- was made for the losses tkey 
had sustained by the lawless band he had^sent out« 
His situation was now a difficult one> and I was 
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requested to endeavour to bring the affair to some 
^Qcla^ion less unpleasant than be apprehended. 
I however failed of sitcoess^ and jBinding that 
$the representations he ha,d mtidQ respecting . the 
stores; were incorrect, aod that th0 time allowed 
me for staying oji iho island (six ^ys) was ex^ 
|Hred> I returned to Margarita, leaving him) to 
settle the matter through the medium of bis owq 
friends. 

Q found all the flecheras waiting for nie)at Pam- 
patar,(smd having received the despatches from 
Generals Arismendez and ^ementi,{for Bolivar, I 
went up the Oronoco at the head of nine flecheras 
of different sizes, manned by nearly 850 blacks 
and Indians* Arrivipg at Maturin, I found no 
person of any authority there, and therefore went 
on to Achajquas, where I was informed that his 
Excellency had just taken up his head-quarters ote 
his return from Cucuta. On this occasi<m I left 
the flecheras on the Oroiipco/ under the command 
of the next officer, who was a brave young Eng^^ 
lishman, named Cobham, but somewhat rash and 
inattentive to consequences. I 'learned at Acha-^ 
quas .that Bolivar,^ according to the intention he 
had expressed to Arismendez at Maturin, had 
marched to the vicinity of Rosario de G acuta, in 
order to force the Royalist army under Ge^^ 
neral la Torre to an engagement. Having found 
thenr encamped there, he had ordered an attack 
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the next morning 5 but^^uriug-'tlS* O^gH' hfetin^i 
unaccountably changed hte ! ttkihdi ^ ^ lie Mjuietiy i 
marched back again to' tak*» Guts, Witti6ut'dis- 
tuf^ing theih,^ and th\i^ «!lcyaufeteid>4hd rtren^hf 
of his troops; by glvittg'tbeni a 'harassing* tnk-cti 
through' a bad- country ta no purjposie. After 
having^ btoken up * Ms eficattipment and madfeWs 
preparations' for the march; Bolivar received a 
message ftx)m La Torre, who acted for General 
Morillo. The latter, seeing that he mtist*be even- 
tually defeated, was still anxious to effect a- r^-, 
coAoiliation on the terms he had before proposed, 
ahd accordingiy an interview was requested by ^ 
La Torre, and a meeting granted. At thife inter- 
view it was agreed that a c^Asitioti <rf • hostilities 
should take place for cme nionth^ atld thki ddviirg 
such period the lives and property of both parties 
sh>oUld'be tes^ted.' * ^fe» ci¥ifeumstaiide' oica- 
^itoned mufch ekniour in Vencizuela r ttftd Ifce *^irm^ 
m,' df the frifends' of the Presided*' deemed '^it 
iiti'polittc; aSXit could not be denied ihttt, hftd hfe . 
€ibliged the- Royalists to <iome to iStn actioni'^thfef 
troops he had with him Were more than' sufficient! 
to have de^royed- their wh<)le force/ and then' 
Mbrfllb^ to save his own Hfe, ti^sfc haVfe^^tither 
fted^tlr bB^ifiilfet^d; Attdthfer party, mite '^f^ W- 
^afefed'^ aga:i6st Hhh, at^tfed^ tiifat Ltf Tbrr^nr^^s 
•ffiStafitty Mmtdi to tife iWfendf ^ B6HV»; and^>flirft 
rd^M»T<* th% Mei*f*«s of hel^hiiiy hfiid Ifidaced 
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him. to betnay those of his coantry. Others, more 
impartial, attributed it to., error of judgment and 
want lof decisioD, ratheiri than to ,any. sinister , mo- 
tive ; land the last, I should think, wore correct. 
.. .Before, his BxceUewy had departed. for Cu- 
outa, he hsd ordered .C^donel . M ontilla to unite 
his forces :with the troops undeir General Garcia, 
and«to.nmrch to' and iftvest the city of Gartha- 
gena> ^rhioh 'wias. then the most important place 
in the hands of the coiemy* MontiUasobeyed, and 
was* there when I J axrived at Achaguas,. but it 
having>b^eni<a stipulation in.tiietenaas. subscribed 
to by Boliviar and. La Torre, that the troops. should 
be <YVdthdrai\rn fnosn .Garthagena, orders were sent 
toi Montilla .to retire towards .the province * of 
Saaita* ll^airths^ until the receipt of further direc* 

tiona<i ..jj«.'» ....... 

The time of the cessation of j%pms was occupied 
by? both parties m str^igthening their forces, and 
f>rQpai^ng^ for an obstinate, struggle for victory* 
/Itwaa foreseen that Morillo was expiecting some 
troops from. Spain, which was -one of the^ causes 
fwhioh ledhim to obtain the cessation ; and Bojiivar, 
iwik^ now saw his error, was using ^very effort to 
^f9impiK>uivt iriie. obstacles (Created by it. » Wi<ib this 
Viewt^e-^f^pa^ebed instructions to the) RepubHcim 
agents, at Hali^ Trinidad, Janiaica». and. Either 
Qf^lftcfSy^to «^eAd.£|U theistpves they could compisuid 
(of^ raise, by the. time. 9p$»ointed4br th^ renciwaJ of 
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the contekt. I was ordered to go in a small / 
sloop) of seventy tons (then undergoing repak at 
Angostnra) to/Jacquemell in the island of Santa 
/l)otningo^ and to the places just named^ to receiire 
on his behalf the stores, and to superintend the/ 
shipment of them ; and also to contract with any! 
person willing to furnish vessels for the use of 
the government during the war^ Soon after re*- 
ceiving these orders, I started for Angostura, 
and sailed from thence immediately, the vessel 
bemg ready for sea. Under an impression that 
no attempt would be made by the Spaniards to 
capture any of the Republican vessels, Bolivar 
had desired me not to wait to arm the sloop) as 
it would necessarily take up some time, the re* 
quisite materials not being at command; and I| 
therefore went on board without any means of ; . 
defence.> 

/"After encountering a smart gale on my way. 
from Trinidad to St D6mingo, I was with muchf 
diiBeulty beating up to the port I wished to make,\ 
when I was seen through the dense fog which ^ 
prevailed at ihe time by three large Spanish i 
Schooners of war, with which my vessel . was of 
course unequal to any contest, had it been ofiered ; 
but the Spaniards adopted a different method of 
getting her and myself into their possession. ' An 
officer was sent in a boat, who requested to see the ' 
papers belonging to the sloop, which I shewed him, 
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/and i)«Lving' ^ifeyi^ly hd^ed Jj^lisih folfifiirs, Im 
Iquicldy «aw the dweptioa; bvfc ciyiHy requei^ted 
I me .to sell bim mmx^ B^m,. of w^ch Jte .lAid tk« 
sehoQoecB were ki w^^i- WJmtk J l^d given 
Ilka t]iree bajrfels^ ^Jbdcb .was. neHrljt $tU . I. po9T 
WeM^» lie reque^iei me to accompany bim, 
pud hts coiiimandey would i^tbar pay me in dol* 
Iws, or barter witb me;, a« be bad ^mm very 
fine wiDiss (m board* I aoe^idaogly went wHb 
the mteation of getting SQix>e wine fot IS^griCitaL 
Arismendez^ but bad no sooner leacbed tbe deek, 
aod wa» sppken to by tbe Spanifdi c^tain^ tlian 
a omn^ behind me ti;truck me violently on l^ 
back o£ my head with a handspike, and I fell* 
While uiMkr the stmming efiects of tbe blow, { 
was. carried below and put in ixom^ and, a^ I wa9 
subsequently informed, tbe crew of my vessel 
iwere put to death, and the eJoop mxik/ 
/i was conveyed ta the settlement maintained by 
pe Spaniards in llie islapd. of &t Domingo, where 
immediately on my arrivpi two Spsniish o0icer^» 
! belonging; to the force driven oiti; of Savanilla^ 
I di^sed to the fact of having se^ me in arms 
against i^e Boyaiists; I was tiiereforey by 
command of the Cabifaio^ /coii;fined in ta narrow 
i^ambe;r; in what mi^^t have been OjpginaUy a 
fortffess, but . was then iunfit for lany resistaneer 
The governor of like place, named O'Reg^n, a de- 
soendant £rom irisb panents, who had domiciled 
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m S^ein' ismne years )he{ore, vmAeiimtolf Yieited 

m^i . eod < upen iQy>< explainii]^ the Mcause e£« my 

omptatte^ 'Jhieif^ftsr^traRgily idcbiiediTtQ»'i»nmr tne ; 

ikmt^ettltev^h^^dMdi notit^e rpoweD/ftortetjmi^^fts- 

xmpe, «op,r df he« had/ iiff^s ^a£EAid to y£^t upon- it< He 

.bo^yievcir .wQt^mc^ia di8gmse>byihi8 owd senraat, 

a&d I c(»tri^ed[4o Hget «u;t dh6 following day with 

bia bnoth^?^ who Qtmi^ to «ee>me with a senrant 

iuca dve${^ exactly tAiiniter tO'&e one sentme^ in 

.^hiofa ! I hadr{ attired ^yscdf, lieavitig ti» > man . in 

my stead* By an arr^igenient nmder]!>y the go- 

{iremar> I waafe£iabledtOTgetronibolirdabrig>bomui 

.fepMoiitf^goBSlty; butbeforewehadgotoutofaght 

o£ the hai^bour, the alann was > given. of wj escafle, 

jwd the same rschooners l;rhn^ had conreyad : >nie 

lbp(thQ'idai]^>w^re)sent in pumuiA of ?the brtg^ as^it 

.Mres |:tiowB^ <no < othear vessel had saaied that day. 

.{>hfd iiot'been^oii'fboafd twenty hours, when soim 

[idK>ts;:were fifed to bring the vessel tovtand>{we 

tw^i^^so^Na. after bbaided^ ^ and 'the master /ofitbs 

.bHg,i:to avoid the *eonseqtieneesi whieh heidreadsd 

would accrue to himself^ instantly igaxr^ ine»vp^ ;- 

r: I ^yj^ now again (put in iron^i, and: safelyrrfoi^- 

if^e^d l» Carthdgena>.whene4» there^appeared Isttle 

iepe^cof /rmyi jevei?.» glutting away.. J ^ufiercd ©WMiy 

|H[i$^t¥m/iV>d io^nU that coni^ibe (in^iatedv dui»g 

^ p9<^9ag»«T ao4 ^^s, Jan^id^ Uedhand and tooi, 

.with^ sopfs . .ai^ . Aifijthx cbfiins £«Atened wund < my 

n^ck; that' weight taa^eady a i. hundred w^ghl^ 
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Upon bttkigiteken'to the Royalist commander, he 
apoke to' me >in terms Qf some commiseratioii, 
and ordeted me to be tdMA' to a small fort be- 
hmging • to * the town, which Mands without the 
^i^ls of the city of CSarthagena; and directed my 
irooM? to be removed^ and every attention shewn 
ine'conbistently with my safe keeping, till my trial 
took place. I was accordingly conveyed thither, 
but in' no other respect were his orders com- 
plied. - with ; i I was still kept to the ground by 
the weigiit of my chams, which, from my ex- 
hausted state, I could not raise. One end of them 
iwas made fast to an iron bar, which ran across 
IthefldoTiof <my cell, by means of a ring which, 
^sliding on the bar, . ^labled me just to crawl along 
ithe extent of the breadth of the place; and to go 



I 



abteit ayard and a half from the ring.) The cell 
waa about june ov ten feet long by six or seven 
widev the floor of stone was my Mly bed, and 
dmtiwaseQEvered with the water that had dripped 
from the walls,, which were always streaming from 
the fSKcessive damp. 

i' In this miserable state I remained, during the 
ifirst four weeks of my confinement, on an allow- 
fttee of' three plantains and half a pound of cas- 
mtn 'bwad per diem,! when >the commandant, 
kafingpreoeived.' a letter from O'Regan, who was 
lmo^m:'4fi him, and had endeavoured to interest 
kiinself in my favour, came to me and was asto- 
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nisbed totfind^ne-ite 30 wrelch^d a 6ttitiiat»oii- By 
hi»<>f^«r& I'wm kmtoXitly^jhvMfeA to % somewhat 
mor^jconttk^odiioiis^coaia^ vrl^re a bed ivtM^^mpwed 
for me friadft oiddical.mabyseiit to ajttend} mi^ ; tlui 
Sptsiftif^ cjficep^ ^ilb a good :deal of huniaOLtly^ 
hkiiii^f^uperiiitpQdiiigitbO'oate that wm {bestowed 
upoD B»e. (T was then w wduced by what I had 
endured, that I iwaa- unfiMe to fitaod, and it was 
some days b^pife I could leave the bed without 
ttsBiStaace. By the help of atoouriahmg diet I 
soon gained su^iebt strength to walk about the 
apartmeat and to make arrangements for aU' 
ailempt to ei^capeM 

Ther city of Gacthagena is situated on* a narrow \ 
penins\ila» and is almosfc surrounded by bog§^ 
It is also very hot, but is not so unhealthy as 
might be imagined from its situation; indeed^ I 
b§Ue«^ejbhe olimate w gBneraliy deemed favdurable 
to Europeans* as the esiudations arising fronr the 
marshes are always carried off by the pine sea 
breezes. It is scaicely necessary for me to add 
that the very untoward circumstances under whidi 
I was detained there prevented mucb partieular 
observation on my part, and I can therefore giv^ 
but. a; faint< outline of U, which however maybe 
rejiied upon as owrect so far as it reaches. 

Th^ city (within ithe walls/ as it is> termed/^ i» 
fx^nsive and' well built, and is^sttIsrounded6by 
two lines of fbrtiitcations, which are separated by 
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\a narrow piece of /wuter, over which several draw-» 
jbrid^es are thro w6)at equal ^diatancesc There a» 
BDony barriers^ battheyare aUmore or lesi^ weak; 
and could eaesly be overoome. There is aiao a 
fort^ termed San Laaaro, n)bar the oity> which 
m^t be reiriered almost if not quite imptegna-* 
ble» by fortifying a lofty hill of a conic 'shape> and 
covered with a thick bi^shwood intermixed with 
the pricldy pear. This hill has been the means 
of compelling the city to yield several times ; and 
yet those who have siiocessively had possession 
of it have never been at the trouble of erecting 
any fortification to secure it from invaders. At 
the time of my detention, there were tiie ruins' of 
a monastery on its summit, &st crumbling into 
dust, which were visible from the loophole of my 
cell. The town oulside die walls, is aho very 
iBTge,, but is neither so well built or defended as 
the city itseUL There is a beautiful harbour, of 
immense siie, and about two miles and a half 
fi^om the city there is an excellent roadirtead. 

It appeared, that the (schooners having returned 
to St D<mungo^ ^Reganrhad ieamt from them 
ike ciroumstance of my recapture, and, being in"^ 
stigated by his sisters-in-law, who was an Iriidh* 
woman, had) written to die comnusndant of Oar-^ 
thagena.to induce him to connive \$kb loAf escaj^ei 
In a fortnight after the receipt of his ktter, lai 
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btxlther tsad the wife of theidtteri^akner^narposely; 
tome ine^ in ordto )t6 'CoaDse^andcoiityiye myi 
fiigbt. /The oomtaaoidtDt bsing^fearfui that, if I got; 
a>vftj;»an/subii a nnonier'Siil tonimke itapfMatifaatiiei 
kaew^efrnjiiirtentioD/fais^emaiiife mig^t pay tfoi:\ it^/ 
kept idoNlf fvom' theiaffairidtDgetherv nrliich. woidd 
throw* tte blaifi^ <iipto Jlfae jAiiov* General Mbrilk) 
wa&theni absent wftb the loyalist anay, andltwas 
waitittg ihis Tetdrn f for tiny 'doocn[) of which there 
oouid ;be MUe donfalt Wbeii the sanguinary inatuve 
of his measures on such occasions was considered. 
At tbetexpirati^nictff seven :vtn6eks ef the. nlost^ 
painful ^^ca^tivjfty" that can ^be > dmaginedy 1 was, 
agreeably to the'nltimationipreviDusly.reeeiyed bjjr 
the /canKHitBLodant, thou^' it had been hept secret : 
from me^ visit^'by «notheri of 0)Rc^aii''s )br0^t 
tbirii^^^^ithMianl AngiohrSpanidfa) officer^ ;his iady» 
and ' tive metehants of Bn^ish extraction^ ! iwboi 
bacjb aH ^incld iii^tiiieiattitoipt.ta save I me, at tiN 
kalard of n their i ewn livBs. ; for, had ^ they bednt 
taken by the Republicans on their passage^ (they^ 
would have been put to death, as the war iwan^re- : 
newed. They came imeher . the prefaenee ^of I ooiir \ 
tnaictSDg' for *i the' supply :and conveyance cDfriseMe • 
ste»s^ and * clothiDg ^ for ^Ate Spanish troofw^t lUid ; 
tbdii* vjsitttct ne!Wi6. confided to i flifrt cedintandairi: 
atood. 'On ifflie second day'^afillerilihnrj^rst 'insit, 
Mro ;)0f ithem came ^Ao me . .witb :the leomlbttalde 
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ifen^ipn-'ti^ MariHo had retutoed ( < that 
ly iktetfwas iKed-oD^ 'without^ the< trcMiblesoiM 
forni tof a'{ tiial^ ondf ' itkbt h ttvio i dfiycr^ ohiy nFt^itt 
[<iw^ me to pv^iare^ fort defttkv ' T^eyt'added^ 
lat tbe^only GhaaM iiiow^eflfma^Mrttfrnlaibe .aii 
yfort td escape; > (iit^ ^tfaait ttigfot< or • (he ^ fellowing 
biiey laind: giving me idl^iHidired^doUara'tD btibe tbe 
^nttD^la^^ theyldft me^'tsrith the '/a»iimiioe' that a 
Vessel ' should* be io waiting dn^ the offiiigj tot re-^ 
jdeive and take me without d^y to tbei islalidr of 
llamaica) • - ' — - ^ ■'•• ■ o- ->-- ^ » 

/ft will be FOBdity hnagined tbati iest M ttime 
i^pte]pzxmg i&i my* departure, whftok* J began* to 
dti the^ same night. < I attempted it without the 
aid'of 3i btibe/feaiing ^thiitt' if my inte&ttoirs'weiie 
made-kno^d ^my operations w6uld)b& more hBt^ 
ro^ly wdtched, and the ^khdeV Wpe ; I had - left 
would' be bksted'^ as^B knew the uniArereali trea* 
eftery of the^soldierS/ who, most likely, as toon m 
<hey had' received my bribe, would- have- takea 
i roe again,^ to get another from Morflio/ « ^ . 

/^ith the help of the side rail of my bedstead, 
ii^ich'was composed of iiron, and very istron^v and 
with muoh laboiiir I had wrenched fvom 4fae 



head ai^ foot^ts; ^I removed two tof the massite 
b8QJ9"of ithe' satae metal iwfaloh /guarded' the little 
windowj or rather )loopholeo£' my ccSI, lond %mAA 
lb^<l^tbv3A thnsilnake my way ito the Taiaparte, 
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whkh immedii^tely overlooked the beach. Tkia 
labour however - occupied so much time, that 
diiyUght wa3 fa4t breaking when it was finishftd, 
9Sid I was compelled to relinquish the furtheraiacQ 
0f mf aohame till the next night. I accordingly 
replaced; the bars of the loophole as neatly as 
possible, aipid again put the side rail of tny bedn 
pteod in it^ place, fastening the tenons of it into 
th? sockets of the piosts with strips torn from my 
shirti.st) well, that when my keeper arrived in the 
morning with my daily allowance of provisionSi, 
nothing was observable to create any suspicion^ 
^I was Still in bed when the jailor entered, and fast 
asleep, from the fatigue of my nocturnal exertions* 
He awoke me by a i^ake, to tell me that a priesi 
would be witii me in an hour to administer the 
Jtitfsiringis 'of his faith^ and would accompany me 
the (following morning to the plaee of my execiHi 
timh the method of which I was then, for the first 
tkne, made acquainted with. Among other engines 
of destruction a machine, called a girrotte, had 
been sent from Madrid, for the more conve* 
nient or diversified manner of putting the cap^ 
tifet to death; and as this machine had as yet 
never been used, MoriUo intended me the honour 
of foeii^ the first who should receive a quietus by 
itsMkanS; It is oomposed of a cfaair> in which^ 
the condenufeed person is obliged to sit; at th^ 
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(top. of th^ baok of H, which i» about eqm^l to 
;the ordinary height of a maa's oeck when' sittings 
18 a piece of wood hollowe^atut in a semi^irpu- 
lar ft>nii» to which is ifixed» ; by . xn^na of Jedngeai 
another piece with a oonoesponding; eoncayity. At 
the end of the latter ia a worm made to fit a large 
screw attached to the former^ and when these 
piecea meet there is ajbout room en;oiigfa £3r the 
neck of a child. Tfaei^K^ of the prisoner's neck 
; being made^ .to ^ in$o tl^^l^^ the .first piece» 
1^ isecond is adjusted to it^ a^^^ the .^sorew tutvied 
I by the executioner, who stands behind, and thus 
;the victim is strangled. I was also told by my 
ikind attendant, that the Royalist tvoops wonld be 
gratified by the si^t of portions of my body on 
the highest poiMs of d^ation in the dtyjc in 
short, he did not neglect anything whioh^. could 
add to the unpleasantness of my feelings ; tauntt- 
ing me with recollections of my country, aad 
desiring me to write farewell letters to my friends, 
i thanked him for ins infi)nnation, and afiected 
moie enwtion than I felt, that he might not 

i^hdfre any idea of my intentions. With a, iofdc. of 
exultation he left me, and I msde a hearty brea]^^ 
fiaatof the viands he had brought ;m$^ aiidi to do 
them justice, I had. not bee& starvtsd since the 
pensonal interference of tiic: eommanliant. : Sooa 
sStor breakfast the confessor ntode Im (entre, and 
was proceeding to exhort me to a full acknow-^ 
iedgment of my sins, but thinking that would 
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occupy more time than I could spare, I civiUy 
declined his proffered services, and he left me,^:^ 

(Few people, but those w1k> may have been placed | 
in similar critical circumstances, can conceive the 
length, the day appeared to me, and the alternate 
vacillations from hope to fear, as to the success of 
my enterprise, which presented themselves to me. 
That one day of suspi^nse appeared longer than , 
the whole of my previpus imprisonment; and the! 
intervals between the» changing of the centinels^; 
though only two hours each, seemed without end* 
At length 1 1 heard the delightful music of the| 
evening gun, and directly afterwards the footsteps; 
of the half-starved ragged scoundrels marching 
along the ramparts to relieve the guard*. At that 
Vioment all my appreh^isions rushed upon me 
with greater force than they had hitherto done. 
I knew not the height I should have to desceiid 
from the rampsgrts, and had no materials of which 
I could avail myself to aid me in it that were 
strong enough. I might be perceived, or the 
bottom I might have to fall upon might be of such 
a nature as to cause my death in the attempt. 
All these and many more ideas flitted across my 
imagination in a moment, and all vanished by the 
time the relieved soldiers returned. As soon as 
all noise had subsided, and darkness had thrown 
her veil over the place, I cautiously removed the 
bars and sallied forth about an hour after the 
relief, taking the dollars with me to iMOvide.. for 
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/^(ebEenfs. 7 ]«u9Bed thd first ce&tinel i&bt asSeep, 
(about fhrefe <ft four yard§'fihom th6 d^efeing of my 
Icell, aina took his' rtYisWet, 1^6661 VHig tfiat th6 drst 
iSpaniard that ap{iftrili[ifietf itt^ should ree^^ 
j contents. I, htiwever,J<k^mmy ^^ f6 

Aatrpart of tJie raiaaparts l^^iSheid t6^tl,"withont 
tofefetmg with' iny hlten«p«bi!//^a af 6il6fe' thi*^ 

myself over. The'height vj^tfs/ I shfrnld^Stoagm^ 
about thirty feet, and I had a hfeary fttli ( but 
jiudkily I descended on si rather j^dfk 'bid of mud 
I which nearly suri*ounds the outer tb^ii,' and sank 
I into it some tBstanbe, but not far enough id endan- 
ger suffocation. The concussion was VeSy^steVere, 
and so stunned and deprived me 6F br^sttn, tliat I 
cbtild not foi^ several minutes' exttitate myii^^ 
from my miiy couch. At last; gettfti^ ' deJtt*>6P % 
t trept ateng to the watei^s ^ed^e; ^fffl^^fitelV 
grasping the musket^ which I had not reliiiqtiisih^d, 
Nvherelsaw the boat of the v6ssei appoiifted* tb 
'receive me, and in a few moiiiehts Was safe on 
bHard; and on my way to Jamaica, under the 
fcblours of the Spaniard^ * ' 
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chapt|;r v. 

Arrival at Kingston— Generosity of the Commandant CRegan — Sail? 
for Angoaturar— Ordered on an expedition-7-Oapture of Fort 
Cienegar — Receives the- command of a tiative f6rce — ^Encoonte^ 
with La Torre— -Cowardly desertion of the native troops — De* 
serfcion from th6 army of La Torre — ^Ascendancy of the Patriot 
^ cause — Motley troops under the Author's command — ^Tlieir 
^ rapacity and insuhordination-r-The President plans an eicpedi- 
tion against Marabaibo— Vaeil]ati(»i in his determinations^^ 
Author ordered on a service-— Ord^:«d to halt in an unhealthy 
, situation — Joins the President — Meets with a serious accident — 
Depression of the Royalist forces— Impolitic concession of the 
President-^Interviews between Boiivkr and MoriUo — ^ITieir extra- 
ordinary department to each odier at an entertainment — ^Armis- 
tice agreed upon — Nature of the terms — ^Author proceeds te 
Angostura — ^Visits General Arismendez — Sails to Maracaiho— 
Description of that city and its environs — Indians of the surw 
rounding coOntry— I1:^aChery df General Delgado—Ul-titatment 
y of Mrs English-*-Navigation of the lake of Maracaiho— Grant to 
. the British Colombian Agricultural Association — Origin of the 
' n^une of Vehezuela. 

When I reached Kingston I immediately went to 
the house of a merchant named Carruthers, to 
present a letter of credit, which had been given 
me by the master of the vessel, by the orders of 
O'Regan, by whom it was written, to provide me 
with anything I might require. Without this act 
of extreme kindness and consideration I should 
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have been in a destitute condition^ as I bssid again 
lost all I possessed when taken by the 8pa^ 
niarda. As soon as I bad equipped myself, I 
engaged a small sloop of thirty tons to . take me 
to Angostura, where^ I arrive^) about the 2Bth of 
August 1821, but so weak and ill that I was unfit 
&r any duty. J was not, however, allowed much 
time to recruit, for in less than forty-eight hours 
i was ordered fo take the command of a body 
of Sambos amounting to about 700, which was 
united to a party of English saibrs, who had 
deserted from Brion's fleet just before, making 
in ti^ whole nearly 900. 

/With this force I was directed to go to the 
plains of the Apure, where some part of the Re- 
j publican army was then preparing £&r a campaign^ 
and were only waiting for some militia which had 
been raised in the interior by General Navano, 
and were expected to join them daily. As to 
my former force, it had been commanded by an 
English officer, who was killed at the head of 
tiiem^ and the men were nearly all sacrificed. 

/during the time of my captivity the insurgents 
Irad been very successful in their elForts on the 
^re-commencement of hostilities, and had received 
• many additions to their strength, as the natives 
;generaliy took care to espouse the cause of those 
Who were best off. Not long before I reached 
tl^e capital, the President had despatched a vast 
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quantity of troops to the province of Santa Martha^ > 
whose object it was to gain possession of the town 
of that name, and to drive the Royalists from the 
province. In the former attempt they had suc- 
ceeded, except as to the completion of some 
terms relative to the capitulation . which were 
insisted upon by the inhabitants ; and they were 
fast completing the latter. 

/\^hen all was ready for my departure for the. 
plains, the news of a contemplated expedition! 
against fort Cienega, about nine leagues from^ 
Santa Martha, arrived from the latter place, with 
a request that some addition to their force might : 
be sent to the Cienega river instantly. I was 
therefore ordered to proceed to join them on that 
service. Flecheras being prepared, I sailed, and 
on my way between the gulphs of Paria and 
Venezuela sunk four Spanish vessels. On the 
banks of the Cienega river 1 joined the troops / 
that were destined for the attack, who had just 
arrived from the town of Santa Martha; they were; 
a native battalionNinder La Reina, who had pre» 
viously joined the Patriots on the banks of the 
river Tuy. The fort is not very strong, and was 
taken/on the 11th of October, after a severe action 
of about three hours, in which the Royalists lost 
upwards of 400 men; and during the pursuit^ 
which was continued by the Independents, 700 
more were put to death. The native troops 
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jescaped with \ comparatively triffing loss, and df 
|Eny party not more than 100 blacks and a dozen 
/Englishmen were . killed | a small number, when 
the obstinacy and temerity of the Sambos are 
considered. 

The next ^ay the terms proposed hy the na- 
tives being yielded to by Admiral Brion, wha had 
[recently arrived, ' Santa Martha was given np to 
(the Patriots with due formality. 1 was now 
joined to La Reina's corps, (and received a party 
of raw undisciplined natives, amounting to 600, 
praised in the . province of Santa Martha. They 
were put. under my command, to go into the inte- 
;rior to attack the Spaniards, who were dispersed 
lin various directions, their leaders being nncer- 
jtain which route to take to avoid destruction. 
A. series of skirmishes occupied the first fortnight 
of our expedition, during which two, . and some- 
times three, occurred daily, a description of 
which would only be irksome, as the circum-r 
stances of them were necessarily similar. At 
length we arrived within a few leagues of Peri j a, 
whither we had pursued La Torre, who, with a 
party of his troops, amounting to nearly 3000, had 
J fled with great : eagerness towards the lake df 
Maracaibo. Having come up with him, we im- 
imediately commenced an attack upon his worn- 
out force,, biit I was at the first onset deserted by 
.the whole. of the natives who had joined me at 
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Gitoega* I had pllaced them in such a situation., 
as to receive tfaeit share of the enemy's fire^ and ' 
they at once fled* I now anticipated nothing less 
than the speedy slaughter of the whole of the 
blacks^ who I knew would never yield a step, and 
the rest with them; but fortunately for us the 
whole of the troops under La Torre had been but 
badly paid and wors^ fed for some time before, and 
this, joined to their recent harassing mafch, had 
put them into anything but a good humour for 
fighting. They had not made above half an hour's 
statid, when one entire battalion laid down their 
arms and came over to us to volunteer in the Inde- 
(lendent serviccv Glad to se6 such a flvotitable 
turn, the brave smlors, and the no less courageous 
blacks, pushed on with greater enet^) aided by Li 
Reina's corps ; on which the Whole of La Torre's 
troops fled, and left the field to a force which, had 
tiiere been a mutual cpnfidence between them 
and their oommander, they could have destroyed' 
with the greatest ease imaginable. As they were, 
principally cavalry> excepting those who had de- ; 
aerted, we could not pursue them, and after going 
Home tniles down the lake, they contrived to get, 
^shipping for Caraccais. La Torre retired ifbr safety) 
4d that town, as the diminution of his troops by 
repeated desertions, previous to the instance I have 
just alluded to, rendered it necassary for him to re^ 
sign the field until he could i^eceive reinforcements.^ 
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/the Patriot cause was now assuming a most 
favourable aspeot* The Spaniards^ being put to 
ithe T<mt, and dispersed in various parts of the 
coui^ry since their late defeats^ were reduced to 
wants quite as appalling as any that the Republi-^ 
cans had previously suffered. Above 3000 of them; 
>t different times and places, had fled to the Ipde-i 
jpendent standard, taking with them their arms and 
Everything besides that they could get hold of, to 
ensure a good reception; and the natives, now 
perceiving that the government was likely to 
gain the ascendancy, were fast declaring for 
liberty in all quftrters. The cantons Guaca and 
Canaqua declared themselves ready to join the 
Patriots in the destruction of the Royalists, to 
whom, but a few weeks before, they had affi>rded 
;every assistance and had made every promise of 
"fidelity.' The event of the annihilation of the 
Spanish ^rmy was now indeed looked upon by all 
parties as^certaiq, and expected almost daily. 

La Reina now left me in the exclusive command 
of my men, taking hii^ own corps to the canton of 
Guaca. I was still however numerically strong, 
as ^pursuing a fragment of La Torre's division, 
I had been joined ' by above 500 native^ in the 
province of Zulia, in addition to those who had be- 
I fore united diemselves, and others who had returned 
.after the skirmish with the Spaniards. Several 
l]iundreds more subsequently volunteered, making 



104 RECOLLECTIONS OF. A SERVICE 

inthewh^ a respectable force, if they could halves 
been depeitded upon^ which however thdr anrmnt ; 
cowardice made impossible. Such a set wa3. per- 
haps never s^en as that I uow commanded, comistr 
ing of upwaids of 2,500 men of different countries^, 
complexions, habits and clothing, each quarrelling 
for . precedency, and all but the Engli^ vyingi 
with each other as to exti^t of plunder and car- 
nage* To restrain them in these practices was no; 
easy matter, and I socm found that it was of little 
^[consideration with them whether those they robbed 
were friends or. enemies. Nor was this the end c^ 
the evil ; ibr the division of the spoil generally oc-- 
casioned disputes that frequently terminated in 
personal conflicts, in which many of them were 
killed. The only method I could devise was 
that of setting the Sambos and British to watch 
the rest; and in this duty they were obliged to 
shoot many of the Spaniards,^ who were certainly 
more inclined to rapacity than any of the othei^ 

Bolivar having contemplated sm Expedition 
against the city of, Maracaibo^ Us Excellency orr 
dered all the troops in Santa Martha and the 
adjoining provinces, and those remainix^ on the 
Apure {dains, to unite with bis own for the 
purpose of marching against it. Ck)uriers weire 
despatched to the various commanders, directing 
them to assemble on the banks of the lake of 
Maracaibo> by the 5th of October ; but, before they 
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could reach the point proposed, other messengem 

ware salt off to countermand these histructiotts^ 

wfaich^ befiM'e the expinytion of ten days, were 

; renewed and again contradicted. I mention, diis 

to shew the uncertdn and vacillatmg conduct ob* 

served by the chiefs; who were ever changing their 

intentions and coming to fresh determinations ^ 

Having no r^;ular system x)f their own^ and not 

submitting to any that was laid down for them^ 

they acted merely in opposition to each other in 

almost all instances, and their movements were 

generally the results of a momentary impulse, 

created by the disasters or successes of their com* 

petitors. Few of those who composed the intri- 

I guants ever issued an order on the most trivial 

; occasion, without altering it as in the instance 

above related^, two, and often three and four times^ 

even at great risk to themselves and men. The 

courier who had been sent after me bore wrkten 

directions for me to remain stationary till furdier 

orders. These of course could not be evaded, 

though in the 'situation I happened to be in v^ien 

I received them, they were extremely hazardoud 

and disagreeable. I had just crossed a marsh in 

the province of Zulia, which, like all j^aces of the 

same description, particularly in Colombia, exr 

haled a considerable quantity of effluvia, the bano^ 

ful effects of which on the health c^ Eurq[)ean 

troo{>8> in causing intermittent fevers, are but 166 
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well known ; nor are the natives much less snscep* 
tible. Added to this, the vicinity was very 
barren, in consequence of being thinly inhabited, 
from the cause just mentioned, and therefore 
. destitute of provisions, for y^hich, in all marches 
through the interior, the troops are indebted to 
chance alone. I had no alternative, and was 
obliged to form a temporary encampment on the 
very mai^n of the bog ; and although my stay 
was not more than ten days, I lost above two hun^ 
dred men (chiefly Spaniards) who either died on 
the spot, or soon after the commencement of our 
march* 

^t the end of the period above-mentioned, L 
received orders to march to join Bolivat, which | 
the debilitated state of my men would scarcely- 
permit them to do. On joining him, I found that 
the destination of the army was in the direction in 
which it had been ascertained Morillo had pro*- 
ceeded ; but it was speedily changed to another, 
and subsequently, for a few days, it seemed a 
subject of doubt where we should go. A short 
time served to settle the affair ; the scouts, which 
were out in all parts, having informed the President 
that the Spanish forces were concentrating near 
Santa Anna, under Geneml Morillo, who intended 
to make a stand there, it was resolved to move on 
towards him as fast as passible. With this view, 
his Excellency directed the uQorganised part of 
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my force to be serereiy drilled, to render them 
more effective ; and while this was going on» di* 
rected me to go to General Paez with despatches, 
urging him to push forward and join Bolivar at the 
earliest moment he could* In tiiis however I was 
foiled ; for having, on the second day of my jour«- 
ney, mounted a vicious mule, the animal, in mak- 
ing an effort to throw me, ieH over a rock into a 
pit about eight or ten feet deep. In the fall my 
left shoulder was dislocated, and I also received 
several severe contusions, particularly in the head. 
Happily a party of Indians came up, who paid me 
What attention they could, and conveyed me back 
to the army. Another officer was necessarily sent 
to Paez/ and the army moved on towards the spot 
occupied by the Royalists* > 

It being known that General Morillo's fences 
were much inferior to the Patriots, and that both 
thdr commander and- themselves were greatly 
dispirited in consequence of thii ill success of La 
Torre, whose army might be said to be destroyed^ 
it was fully anticipated that the revolutionary war 
must come to a speedy close ; and the battle to 
which it was given oat that Bolivar intended to ferce 
the enemy, would be the last acdon of any import*^ 
«nce that the Spaniards could ever maintain. I have 
before observed that La Torre had retired to Ca* 
imccas with the remnant of his force ; and ovving 
to a continuation of adverse circumstances, he was 
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compelled to reipain.iihere in an abject con4itioxr, 
from which there appeared no chance of relief. 
The few men he had with him, and those under 
Morillo, amounting together to about five thousfmdi 
men. were almost. all that were in Vaiezuela:! 
therefore there could not.be any reasonable expec-; 
tations of the prolongation of the contest, as above 
sixteen thousf and . troops could have been brought 
together at that time by the Republicans; and 
almost every province and district throughout Co- 
lombia had declared its readiness to furnish troops 
for the extermination of the Spaniards. The policy 
of his Excellency the President, however, , ren- 
dered it far otherwise, and extended the istruggle 
for liberty thr^e years longer; whereas, in the 
opinion of those most capable of judging, it might 
have been terminated in as many weeks^ 

The troops having reached the end of the march*, 
which was a. plain about one league from Santa 
Anna, instead of proceeding to action,; as i had been 
anticipated, were permitted to remain in an en- 
campment, totally inactive for some days, during 
which several messengers were despatched by the 
apposing generals to each other ^ith amazing 
rapidity* General Morillo had taken up his quar- 
ters in Santa Anna, and the end of this correspond- 
ence was an invitation from the Spanish Chief jto 
Bolivar, to meet him at an .entertainment given at 
the quarters of the former, inx^rder tp adjusit the 
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tlifferences between the contending parties* The 
officers of his Excellency's staff were also invited^ 
as were the other generals and th«ir suites; and 
Bolivar having a sh6rt time previously attached 
me to his staff, I was included. 

The politeness of his JBxcellency not permitting 
him to refuse this invitation, at the appointed time 
(the 25th November) he rode in all the ** pomp 
and circumstance of war," to the scene of the 
banquet, where he was received with all due for- 
mality by the Royalists. The feast was com* 
menced after a tite-k-tHe enjoyed by the two 
chiefs, after which a few preliminary compliments 
passed to each other's prowess and talent^ which 
;were the only topics discussed till the viands were 
withdrawn. This done, a due number of briezos 
were drunk to the future good understanding of the 
'two Generals, and to other sentiments congenial 
Svith their feelings, when the effects of MorilTo's 
wine began to manifest itself in the behaviour of 
both parties. After their healths had been succes* 
fiively proposed by each other, they, as if by mutual 
desire, arose to embrace, according to the custom 
of the country ; and the men who, for years, had 
been the most inveterate enemies, and had each 
efesa^^ed to surpass his antagonist in the slaughter 
of their respective countrymen, now hugged and 
kissed each other in the warmest and apparently 
Inost CQidial manner^ 
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This scene kiBted for some mitautes, during^ 
\irhich tlie Republican officena; were lost in asto^ 
tiishment and dbgnsL /STtemporary cessation of 
these embraces having succeeded, tiiey once more 
began to pour forth their compiiments and expres-* i 
sions of friendly regard and esteem, after which the 
kissing was again renewed. Ftnally, each being 
completely intoxicated, a briezo was given to the 
healths of fopth Generals at once« by their order, ' 
and according to custom the glasses were dashed 
to pieces on the taWe, which they then severally 
mounted again to embrace each other. Unfortu* 
nately, their motions not being very steady in a sort 
oipusrde doix which they were dancing on die table 
after the embrace was over, it suddenly gave way, 
and they abruptly descended to the floor, where 
they roUed ibr some time, until picked up, still em- 
Inraeing each other with the greatest vehemence) 
Yfjhe chiefs being carried to a bed-chamber, iihi^. 
slept in the same room, and all retired till the next J 
morning, when the second part of the consequences ' 
of iMs friendly compact was made known. Boli* 
var aaftd Morillo, during their correspondence, liad 
nearly completed the terms of an armistice, which 
was finally agareed upon during the interview pre- 
vious to the festivities of the preceding night. It 
was stipulated therein that the war should cease 
for six months^ during which the treatment ob« . 
served by both parties towards each other should 
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be such aa was authorieed by the laws of civilized 
nations ; that from the date of the arniistice (25th 
November 1820) the ^ar-of-extermination should 
cease for ev^, aad the contest, if renewed at the 
expiraticm of the term mentioned, should be prose^^ 
i cuted accorditig to the usages of other countries ; 
; that two deputies fiom tbe government of the Re* 
public should accompany General Morillo to Spain^ 
in. order to arrai^, if possible, with the Cortes, 
' for the pennanent establishment of their indepen-f 
I dence ; and lastly that the city and port of Mara- 
! caibo should remain in the hands of tb^e Royalists ; 
but that it should be left open for the convenience 
; of all persons going from Venezuela to Rosario de 
; Cucuta to the meetkig of the general Congress, as 
that was the most direct course they could take> 
/ AH these things being settled, and the ratifica- 
tion of tbe terms completed, the Patriot army was 
t>fdered to march to their old quarters on the 
fdains of the Apnre, and to remain there till their 
iservdces were again required. My own orders 
were to take ihe Sambos to Angostura, after which 
I had permission from his Exoellency to dispose 
of myself as I thought prosper during the intervaL 
Thus left at leisure, I intimated to him my intention 
"of going to Cucuta, to present daims in favour of 
the late Major Beamish ; for the consideration of 
the Congress, and requested that as the troops 
which had been furnished by the Major had been 
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exclusively under his ExceUency ii; cowmaad^ ^wlto ^ 
could of course better a^ppreciate the services they 
had rendered to the Bejmblic than any of the 
other tiuembers of the igovettunent, he /would be 
pleased to give me a document in testimony .<^ 
his sense o£ the service performed to his country 
by my deceased friends and that he would recom-- 
mend the affair to the notice of the Congress* 
This however he declined to do, because, as he 
said, he had in all his reports of his movement^ 
in New Grenada to the government mentioned the 
Major's battalion in such a mamiier as to render 
the circumstances of their arrival in the country 
well known to all the New Grenadian members 
of the Congress, who would at once audit the 
claims with the greatest liberality «. 
' With this assurance V I; left him, and arrived at 
Angostura, whence I(^ailed to Margarita, intend* 
ing to pass a few weeks in the society of my 
esteemed friend General Arismendez, in order to 
recruit myself for the long and laborious journey 
I had to perform. I experienced the same cor- 
diality and kindness from the worthy Greneral as 
he had ever shewn me,/ and found that he had 
been making preparations for my arrival,, as he 
had anticipated a visit from me as soon as he 
heard of the armistice. I landed the latter «i)^ of 
December, and passed nearly the wiiole of the 
month of January with hkn in the most agreeable 
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mttfii^;*' Wdrds could but ttty iMudequfrtely. ei^ 
judder fte^nense^ I must et^r eMertaitt of the treiat- 
irient I / experkfnced Irom. H&s inies^niable ins(n« 
2^ hiB ftther-tike ^iehitide ahd atteifatton low^ 
: the genefral restoration of my liealth ; and the re* 
( ^ottection of tiis kindness can ij^y^r 1)^ efi&ced. 

.'fading mysdf ' recovered; I sailed for Mara- 
caibo, where, after crossing the extensive lake, I 
intended to take, mules -for Rosario de Cucuta, for 
the impressment of which I had previously ob- 
tained a warrant from the Pt^sWent, Passing 
;tfatt)^h the gulpfi)of Venezuela* mom the Carib- 
ibehn sea, appdars the castle of San Carlos,* which 
Msimngly fortified^ in defence of the entrance of 
*fcfe lake, with the stitfhce of *^hich the lower tier 
of guns is nearly on a level. There is also a sfaifi- 
Ing'^bar impeding this passage,- wfaifth renders an 
attempt to cross it without a pilbt ektremely 
hfltai^tts. A strong breeze sets dead kto the 
Isdce, Causing' at the mouth a heavy swell; which 
has been known to lift a vessel over the bai^ even 
after aiie had grounded; but it more frequenily 
happefis that, in beating out or going in, the' fbrce 
of the sweir drives her agsunst the bar with such 
vible&ceas to dash her into pieces. After sailing 
sdfiie'miles' through the heck of the lake*, 'the city 
of MMrtelibb o^ehs^bedutifiilly Id the view on tiie 
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-ngbt, standing.^ on the curve of a. roibantio bay, 
whose silvery ripples lave a fine yellow shore, 
above which the city, as seen ftom the waters, 
ibrms a most noble crescent. It is large, and 
contains a beautiful cathedral of extraordinary 
dimensions^, with five churches and two convents^ 
besides many handsome and spacious ediBces. The 
whole is built of a hard description of stone, of a 
daz^ing whiteness, which when the sun*beams 
^ne powerfully upon the buildings, as they do at 
most times, the efiect produced, in union with that 
of the scenery around, is enchanting. It is like most 
other Colombian towns, not paved; and curving 
along the bright gravelly shore^ it extends nearly 
three miles towards .the point which terminates 
the bay, being shaded in its progress by many 
rows of luxuriant cocoa trees. These groves are 
usually found a pleasant retreat during the mid^ 
day heat, which is in the city excessive, but under 
this shade the refreshing breeze, which even in 
the hottest season of the year blows from the 
lake, is fully enjoyed. Hei^e parties of the inha^; 
bitants assemble to take their siestas in alcoves 
formed for the purpose, and to partake of the 
prilk of the cocoa-nut, of which as many can be 
gathered as they please, by sending men up the 
trees, for them. Beyond the environs of the city 
on the other side is an extensive promenade, to 
which they resort in the ev^ii^gs for exercise, and 
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^bfiyond this a nufl)ber of neat little cottages are 
fdiispersed over the scene, which gives the whole a 
very pleasing efFect^^ 
' i[^ country round for many leagues is a c6n*i 
tinuation of immense forests and deep morasses^ 
which no human being but the wild Indians have 
ever traverised. These people, who have never 
bent to the yoke of tyranny, and were ever alike 
free from restraint from both Royalists and Repub-^ 
licans, chiefly inhabit what is termed the Guahira 
country, by which the gulph ' of Venezuela f is 
bounded to the westward. Here, deeply secluded 
in the almost impervious mazes of their native 
wood«, they have for ages retained their inde^ 
peiideiice; and the principal losses they have 
sustaiiied have been when the Spaniards hav^ 
forcibly^aarried off any of their tountrymen ta 
compel them to labour in the mines. They are' 
>j a fine tall muscular set of people, but withal very 
weak, and incapable of enduring* much £aligue^ 
In dispo6iti<»i they are generally niild, harmless^ 
and inoffensive, and, from the little traffic they 
have with any of the cities of Venezuela^ ate to-f 
tally uncivilized and unsophisticated* They ar^ 
divided into rtiany clans or tribes, each of which 
has its chief; yet so peaceable are most of them 
that they are never at war' with, but always 
rendering little offices of kindness to each other, 
(beitg, indeed, unacquainted with any weapon of 
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offence. The head of each tribe is gdtieralty ati 
old man, who daily sets forth the experience , he 
has gained to the junior classes, exhorts them to ; 
a brotherly union and regard for their fellow j 
creatures, and inculcates the practice of divine | 
worship, 6f which they seem to have an instinc-i 
tive idea. They regard the sun as the Supreme 
Being, to whom they attribute all the little events 
of their lives. 

/'The city of Maracaibo, as before stated, being 
allowed to remain in the possession of the Royalists 
by the terms of the armistice, they had appointed 
General Delgado, one of its natives, governor. This 
officer had formerly deserted from the Patriot ser4 
vice to the Royalists, into whose hands he had 
betrayed the whole of the troops he commanded, 
who were put to death. In the beginning of 
February 1821, just before I reached it, he trea- 
cherously re-sold it to General Urdenetta, who is a 
native of the city and then acted as the agent of 
Bolivar, for fifteen thousand dollars, and the latter 
took possession of it in violation of the treaty, an4 
put many of the troops which were left to garrisoij 
the city to death. Some of them had been pre-S 
vidusly ordered out by Delgado, and the remainder 
were massacred by a native battalion! called the 
Toradores. Delgado was, however, taken by the 
Spaniards in his attempt to escape into New Gre- 
nada with his ill-gotten treasure, and with two 



IN COLOMBIA. 117 

of bin brothers was put to instant death. I had 
not heard of the fate of the city till the pilot 
boarded the sloop I sailed in from Margarita^ and 
I afterwards saw tiie Independent flag waving from 
vie towers of San Carlos^ 

/ Maracaibo was at that time visited by many of 
^e peTsons who had claims upon the government, 
^amongst whom was Mrs English, the widow of 
the General of that name) who . has been men- 
tioned in the early part of this work. /She had 
suffered niany insults from persons belonging to, 
or connected with the government, >ince the death 
of her husband, and only the night before I 
reached Maracaibo, a native contractor for sup- 
plies of stores to the Congress had offered her 
the grossest treatment, and was only prevented 
from proceeding to open violence by her deter- 
mined conduct. She was an heroic woman, and 
possessed a degree of fortitude, under all circum- 
stances, seldom equalled. 

/Tslaid in the town some days, in the hope of 
/tneeting with some vessel to convey me across the 
lake, without going by the usual conveyances. 
The general method of navigating the lake is by 
means of small flat-bottomed boats, termed pira- 
guas, which are worked by disproportionately 
large square sails, which, with their masts, are 
struck on entering any of the rivers, where the 
fresh gale which prevails' on the bosom of the 
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h|k:e. is entirely lest. In $ome* p&ri^s t>f theae 
rivers, ^iich are all very narrow, the brauchjes of 
the lofty trees oa each side intermingle and form 
a nat^ral variegated arcade of exceeding beauty, 
which, although it delights the eye, cainses an 
apprehensible' sensation by no means agreeable, 
from the conviction that thousands of the most 
venomovs reptUes are lurking in the overhanging 
•shade, whose every bite is followed by certain 
death. Myriads of small snakes are seen coiled up 
in^ the foliage of the trees, to the beauty of which 
they add ' by their great variety of Colour, while 
more huge ones are waiting either on the banks, 
or suspended from the branches, ready to make 
'their fatal > springs Here the piraguas are wwked 
in the same manner as the boats on the river 
-Magdaleria— by poling. It is iK)t a pleasant mode 
of travelling, as the passengers are always very 
numerous, and are necessarily huddled together 
under a canopy, nearly melted with heat and 
devoured by swarms of mosquitoes. Not much 
relishing these comfortless conveyances, I em- 
barked in a small schooner foi*; Mohporo, a very 
small Indian town at the extremity of the Iske : 
4be latter is perhaps the finest piece of water in 
the world both as to extent and ojenery. 

Near this lake is the tract of land which was 
'granted by the Congress to the Joint Stock Com^ 
pany, formed in London, under th^ title of the 
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CplotiiiiiaD Agrictdtuntl Association* The i^ur-* 
£siee of iSie country being for many leagttes low, 
swampy, hot,:and consequently unhealtby, it is 
of ieourse totally unfit for the- pforpose, as the 
eadsti^ce of:Buropean labourers Would be^inevi- 
taldy tierminated in a. very short time under such 
circumstances; The land would certainly prove 
fertile^r if prc^rly drained and cleared of the im- 
menose qiaantityof wood growing. upon it, and if 
labourers could be fotmd whose coustituticms 
would enable them to u;ndergo the severities of 
the climate; but there are many othw spots which 
m^ unquestionably more calculated for English 
agiiculture* than .that located to the Company. 
I%ese however the government will 'take care to 
praserve. It may indeed be looked upon as cer- 
tain, that little in Colombia will be parted with 
whieh the authorities consider worth keeping. , 
y^It is the custom with all vessels belongii^ to 
the :lakes of.Maraeaibo to rest every night, and^ 
;we;therefote anchored at sun-set in a small haiy 
, where innumerable i^oals of the finny tribe were 
oontinualLy sporting in their nativid element, thdir 
glisteiiing whiteness forming tracks ' of light by^ 
their reflection of the moon-*beams. A cluster of 
fishermen's huts showed their lowly roofe- upon 
the Ashore, making the quiet retreat of a : hardy 
< raoe secure in their poverty, happy in their sta- 
.tions^ and uninterested in the storms which had 
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SO. long. and so powerfully agitated thdr coantiy^ 
The sUeiiee^ of night was interrupted by. tiie roaiirs 
of bundfedflt of waterfalls .issuing through the 
deep ravine in the distance^ dashing in fierce 
grandeur from their lofty beds from rock>to rock^ 
the noise i creating a thousand lingering !echo^ in 
their passage; while at ^interi^als was: heard the 
plaintive warbling of a native sailor :<b6y, who, 
while he kept his watch on the deck: of a small 
vessel . near us, carolled forth a Spanish air with 
g,«at.sweetne.s and stopUcit^) 
/in the morning we weighed, and after. coasting i 
4ll day came again to: anchor, at nightfall, at the! 
mouth J of a small shallow inlet i which braaiches j 
from the lake, and runs up to Monporo/ which is 

__ _ % 

very amall, and merely contains^a sort of post*, 
hoi^se for the reception (I cannot say accommoda- 1 
"tion) of travellers, where relays of good mules/ 
and horses are provided by the government, free 
of cost to its members and officers. It is used 
only as a resting place for the muleteers and 
couriers, and is under the controul of a person 
wJio is styled the commandant, and resides in a. 
superior kind of dwelling. About a cable's length 
from the shore, above the water, are seen several 
Indian cabins of singular construction. Four large 
piles are driven perpendicularly into the. bed of the 
lake^ leaving the top about twelve feet above the 
highest water mark. They are driven into the 
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bed at eqtud distances, in the form of a square, 
and on them is raised one of these ingenious little 
(habitations, each comer of it resting on one of the 
piles. They are thus protected from the snakes 
and o<her reptiles which abound in the muddy 
marshes on the shore, «md are also exempt entirely 
\finom the filth of the town and its vicinity, and in 
fa great measure from the noxious effluvia which 
[constantly exhales from the bogs. To the piles 
are fastened their canoes and fishing implements 
on their return from their excursions up the lake. 
These habitations were the means of giving the 
iname of Venezuela to that province originally, 
because, in the opinion of the Spanish invaders, 
they resembled the city of Venice in the manner 
of their erection. They named it accordingly, and 
the term soon extended to that part of the Re- 
public so called at presenty 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The author sets out for Roeario de Cucuta — €renenl geographical 
deseriiition of the territory of Ckdombia^— Cindfltera of t}ie Andee 
and their, operation on the oonfirmation of the country., and on 
its climate — Admirable facilities for internal navigation — Jqumey 
to Betrogena — ^The Cockinillo. or water-horse — Arrival at Tl- 
inotes — Jovial priest^-Desoription of ' Ttmotea — Hospitality and 
. ecceniiicity oC the Tillage Padie-^Description of the Facamos, or 
deserts — ^Their effects on the animal system-^Means of avoiding 
the consequences — Startling proof of the danger — ^Perilous effect 
on the author's servant^Dahgerous road-^Tbe author^s capote 

t --Chvions aasemblage at a cottage*-*Honesty of tl)e natives vm-» 
dicated — Remains of the city of Merida — Its destruction by an 
earthquake — Pig-hunting — Description of the Cabolos— Arrival 
at Las Gistas. , 

<After resting a night at the post-house, I pro-\ 
cured mules for myself, servant, and baggage, to \ 
prosecute my route, and the caValcade moved/ 
forward, consisting of two led horses, six saddle j 
and baggage mules, my dog, and the peons, or! 
guides, who serve the double purpose of taking 
the traveller through the most direct roads, and 
of conveying back the mules when done with. 
These formed the whole of my little caravan, with 
which I commenced a journey over the wildest 
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mbuiitams, through the iaost gloomy foreat^ and 
deep ravines of Colombia, in which all the varietiea 
of climate nature produces are experienced ; and 
in the space of a few hours the traveller is scorched 
beneath the rays of a burning sun, and shrinks 
benumbed in an atmosphere so intensely; eold^ 
' tiiat not even the natives, daily accustomed to the 
trial,, can exist without the severest exercise. I 
shaU present to the reader a rather detailed de^ 
scription of this journey, as it tends to give a 
general picture of thie interior of the country, and 
will afford an adequate idea of its peculiarities. 
, In so vast an extent of country as that contained 
in the Republic of Colombia, it is but reasonable 
to iniagine that tliere is to b§ found a great v;iriety 
of climate, and diversity of naturid fHroduetico^, The 
l:errit£^ possesses on the Atlantic ocean, above 
2000 miles of sea coast; while that on the Pacific, 
is calculated at about 1300. (^he interior of the 
^country is irregularly divided by the Cordillera^'of 
|the Andes, which' is the cause of imparting, tbo$'e 
Istiiking peculiarities of temperature and. soil whJAjh 
1 so eminently characterise it. This stupendous 
chain first rises in the province of Quito^ on the 
Pacific, and ^continuing on towards £1 AijRiuay^ 
there attams the height of from 16 to 20^000 feet^ 
having its lofty summits perpetiially covered with 
snow. \ From it spring several irregular Wanches 
ia its course towards the isthmtis . of .Panama^ 
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* 

and fram these issue at intervals volcanoes, which 
$end forth torrents of flame and lava, destroying 
every semblance of v^etable life, and at times 
threatening destruction to the surrounding country. 
Another rid^e, equally stupendous hut more un* 
even and varied, divides the lovely aiui fertile 

f, ^^ valleys of jQaCSu ^^^^ *^® ^^^^^ Magdalena, and 
vV going on through the province of Antioquia, ter- 
V 'X minates at a short distance from the town of Mon-* 
V^^ poro. The most considerable chain of all is that 
in the, eastern district, among the lofty inountains 
and winding passages of which, the amazing 
, number of streams produced by the flowing of the 
waters in the rainy seasons, take their source, ^and 
which, descending on the plains, become united 
and compose the rivers Meta and Apure. : These 
continually running into the Oronoco for several 
weeks with undiminished torrents, have the efiect 
of swelling that majestic river so a& to render the , 
immense surrounding- level country a complete in-; 
land sea during four months of the yeai^ Other 
links connected with the same chain, but of less 
importance, stretch through the provinces of Me- 
rida, Maracaibo, and Ocina, and end in the 
spowy mountains of Santa Martha. The efiects 
of 4^e0e lofty, ridges have been such as to produce 
configurations to the country, which bestow upon 
it th^ influ^dce of many zpnes. The saa coast is 
in all parts hot, and in some unhealthy, and the 
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8t>il is of a kind of loose sinking san^, wliich'is na- 
turally unfavourable to ^griculttire ; while at the 
elevation of from 4 to 5,000 feet above the level 
of the sea, the air is pleasant and salubrious, thfe 
soil extremely fertile, and the productions nume- 
rous. These* spots are also quite free from the 
noxious reptiles wliich are so destructive to the 
life and repose of man in the warmer patts. ' As 
the altitude increases to iabout 2,000 feet, : so the 
heat becomes more intolerable ; but at a greater 
height, it rapidly changes to a colder temperature, 
and at the rise of 12,000 feet, no person can live. 
The immense tract which comprehends the ex- 
tensive plains of the . Apure, and incliides - the 
province of Varinas, is mild and healthy. It con- 
tains some immense forests, which abound with 
timber of magnificent growth, and nature appears 
to be equally productive of animal as of vegetable 
life. Here wild beasts and reptiles flourish in 
every way that can contribute to 'the annoyance 
of the. human race, whili6. the more useful animals 
are furnished in such a mmmer as to supply alt its 
wants. ' On these savannahs are bred the herds 
of wild horses and other cattle, vv^hich, previously 
to the war, baffled all attempts, at calculation, but 
they have necessarily diminished- during the pro- 
gress of the Revolution. . 

No country in the .world can be better watered, 
or mote capable of hliying its inland navigation 
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brought tor the highest perfection, than OolombiA 
in genei^l. The whole of the interior, excepting 
only thfe province of Coro, is everywhere foeauti^ 
fally drviersified by romantic riveris and streamlets, 
of which, in a march of 200 miles, above thirty 
will be crossed, on an average, in any part of the 
teititdry excejit the province just referred to, in 
\f hich the want of water is sometimes severely felt. 
From a delay that had occurred in procuring the 
mules I f eiquired, it was nearly evening before 1 
left Monporo. (lily next stage was i^rogena^ 
distant about fifteen leagues, through a thick 
forest, growing out of the deep swamp which sur- 
rounds the lake* Theve is only a single extremely 
narrow passage through the otherwise impenetra* 
ble brushwood^ and this, from the constant traffic 
carried on by its means, and the wetness of the' 
soil, is rendered one line of mud, into which the 
mules saiik in some places to' the girths, as we 
literally waded through it. About midnight I 
r^u^ed ^ haciunda, which being the only resting-^: 
place between Monporo and Bfetrogena, J availed 
myself of it to rest the mules and to take some ' 
refreshment. My hammock was slung in an open 
corridor; at the end of which my servant took up 
his abode, liie peons sleeping in another part 6f 
the building. All had quietly resigned themselves 
to sleep, when about 3 a. m. the clatter of hoofs 
disturbed us, announdng the arrival* of some 
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strangers. The pebns^ -apprehendiiigi ^^t: they 
Veie part of the Bximerous gang« of rob1)ersiwh<i 
I inl^ted the forests and mountams, came in breath^ 
less mth terror, to beg diat I would conceal' my^ 
\ self in a place to which- they wcHikl conduct me; 
Upon reconnoitring, I perceived .th^re were only 
three xif them, and challenged them vnth, the usual 
" Qui viva?" ** La Patria '' was the ^reply ; and 
it. proved to be one of Bolivar's aide&<le-cainp^ 
'with two peons,, carrying desfiatches to Urdiraietta 
at Maracaibo. He had l)een attaocked during the 
night by a gan^ of robbers, but h^d escaped from 
them vnthout ii\jury. After a quarter 6f an facyut'^ 
conversation: and a cbngratulatdry cup, he passed 
on his way ,^ and at day-l^ht I resumed mine^ 

/^er continuing through the marsh. till late ia 
the day, I came to an almost perpendicular ascent; 
which in about three hours I virinded up^ and 
reached k fine tract a£ high . land, at the cMd*^ 
mencem^it of which stands the. town of l^trb^ 
gena. The; contrast of climate I experienced h^rej 
•as compared with that I had just left,^ was equally 
surprising and agreeable. Prom a dense and 
sultry noxious atmosphere — occasioned by the ex* 
-halations from the vast extent of bog, which pow^ 
.' erfuUy aiSects the lungs, and causes a great depres- 
skHi of the animal spiril^^as soon, as the taoutti 
tain br^ze caught our heads on approaching the 
top, it suddenly varied to one ^^lear, cool, open; 
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and refreshing, which gave the whole party great 
relief. From this height I enjoyed a full view of 
the lake and t)>^«9d|aoei]it country, and had>unlbr«- 
tunately^t too much time to contraiplate it, as I 
was detained here till tbe following day, for a fresh 
supply of mules]) 

Findkig Jthat | jtsh^ild j^robably be kept h^e 
some days, as none of the inhabitants seemed 
inclined to accommodate me, I made use of the 
power allowed me by the warrant I possessed, of 
impressing the cattle of the civilians. Arming the 
peons, who eagerly joined in the expedition,' that 
they might be allowed to return, I set forth in 
search of some mules, and seized upon some whidi 
I perceived carrying merchandize to the interior, 
which ultimately proved to belong to the merchant 
who had so grossly insulted Mrs English; at Mara* 
caibo. He had arrived at Betr(%ena, whete he 
was obliged to stay, in consequence of the death 
ofsome of his mules, through the fatigue of such 
a hasty flight as he had made ; but having sue- 
ceieded in purchasing others, he had left the town 
as soon as he was informed of the arrival of an 
officer from Maracaibo, fearing that he might be 
punished for his brutal behaviour. 
/Having overtaken him, T called out to the mule- 
teers to stop,, but upon hearing my voice, he fled 
at full gallop, leaving the w^de of his property in < 
my hatidsf Taking it back into the town, I 
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selected what mules I wanted, and gave ^p the 
others, with their burthens, . to the Alcalde of the 
place, making him give me a receipt for them. I 
now immediately prdceeded on Escug^sl, three 
leagues off ; but, as the delay had brought on nigfat> 
I found it difficult, having no peons, to keep the 
road, that lay through some very intricate moun- 
tain passes, which the darkness of the night occa-^ 
sioned me several times to mistake. ^ 
.< About 2 A.M. I:reached the valley in which thi& 
little, town stands, and upon entering it knocked 
upithe Alcalde; who had long retired to his repose ,•: 
and \ixot wishing to do the owner of the mules I 
had made free with more injury than was abso^ 
lutely necessary, I requested a fresh supply of 
cattle, winch however could not be granted till the 
following evening. I waited till that time, when, 
taldng a receipt under the Alcalde's hand for the 
borrowed mules, I proceeded to have the fresh 
ones loaded ; but one of them, being restive, stafted 
off, find feU with her burthen over the brow of a 
mountain close behind the tdwn, killing her^elf^ 
and dashing the trunk she bore to atoms. I tra- 
velled allnigi^t tov^rds Tiniptes, val6ng the banks 
of a beautiful rirei, shaping its course thf'ough 
a is^rp^ine vsJiley, which was boio^ded by high 
ioiou^taiiis, rising in various places in an amphi- 
theatrical form* Soon after day-break, I observed 
a party of Indians busily engaged in hunting a 

yjOL, II. K 
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species of animal, termed in some parts of Coloin)^ 
the puerco de aquasJf and in othei^s, the ccK^ir 
nillo and the water-horse. To the latter it bears 
some slight resemblance in the shape of the body,^ 
but about the head and neck it i^ much like thd 
former. It is commonly very fat, particularlyi 
at the top of the neck, while it is frequently fif-i 
teen inches thick. They are esteen^ed by the! 
Indians good eating, but are rather too strong fpr| 
European stomachs. They are easily killed, asl 
upon hearing any noise they thrust their iieads intoj 
any place capable of covering their eyes, leavings 
their bodies perfectly exposed^ Pne blow of the 
machetti generally divides the spinal marrow^ 
after which, such parts as are wanted for imme-^ 
diate consumption are roasted at once, and of the 
other tassao is made. The fat serves-for many pur- 
poses : among others, a good oil is extracted from it, 
' which burns in lamps with exceeding brightness. 

About 1 A.M.. (I arrived at the village of J Los 
Puertos, where I breakfasted, ^and after resting the \ 
mules two or three hours, again went on. I now 
began to ascend the tremendous chain of moua-t / 
tains — ^their towering heads lifted &r. above the 
clouds-^stretching for several leagues between Los 
Puertos and Timotes. Here^ for some distance^ I 
found the climate to vary from a temperate, to an 

♦ Water-hoy. V 
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almost insupportable degree of heat, which again 
changed, as I advanced higher, to an equal degree 
of cold. Going on, without stopping, over these 
rugged and barren excrescences *of nature, I 
reached the summit of them just before sun-set, 
and cautiously descended the steep declivities on 
the opposite side. About 10 p.m. I reached the 
entrance of the imrrow valley at whose mouth the 
village of Tiixnojtes lies. Here my progress was 
again impeded by the usual obstruction — ^want of 
mules^ The Alcalde, after expressing his regret 
at hot being able either to procure me any that 
night, or to accommodate me With a lodging, 
recommended me to go to the house of the Padre, 
as being the best the place afforded. I did so, 
and found the priest a kind, hospitable, good sort 
of nian when sober, which, by the purple hue 
of his capacious hose, appeared to be very sel- 
dom. He gave me a hearty welcome, and quickly 
ordered the best, of everything his house afforded 
to be laid before me. He then pressed me to make 
huge sajciifices to Bacchus, and, with a little hypo- 
fcrisy, veiled his own propensity, under the wish to 
tlo justice to the brave English, the " Libertadors 
of his country/' ?U5 he termed them ; and certainly; 
if being toasted in every form his fertile imagina- 
'tion could devise for the sake of an excuse for 
drinking, could do them justice, they had no rea« 
' son to complain. At length, becomings completely 
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inebriated^ he ' quietly went asleep on his chair,, 
from which he fell ou the floor beneath the table 
without waking, and I left him in a happy state of 
unconsciousness to take a few hours' resQ . 
/ xin the morning the Padre, notwithstanding his 
drinking bout, rose early and requested me to 
take a walk round the village, in which I was 
forcibly reminded, by the general appearance of 
it, of one of the neat little hamlets so common in 
England, and almost fancied myself back again 
there, when the Padre presented me with some 
apples and cherries from his garden, species of fruit 

which I had not seen since I had left that countryv^ 

__ --'■■'' 

Timotes is capable, from the nature of its cliinatei 
of producing every description . of English fruits, 
vegetables. and grain — jwheat, barley, rye and oats 
were growing abundantly, Considering the, size of 
the place and the number of the inhabitants. 
The ears of wheat were surprisingly large, and 
full. .'There were also cabbages, peas, potatoes^ 
andfOtber vegetables^ in a very forward state, and 
many of them were prepared, by the orders of the 
hearty old. priest, for my dinner. The whole of j 
the fruits were submitted to my taste ;.\ they / 
were very fine, far exceeding any that I ever saw^ 
in England, . both as to size and flavour; the 
<5herjies in particular were, immensely large,' 
but it is the characteristic *of the . climate in the 
milder parts of Colombia; to greatly incfofuse thel 
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( magnitude of European fruits when cultivated 
^there^ 

The good Padre gave me an excellent enter- 
tainment^ and then, as before, began such a furious 
.attack on the bottle, that he was in a short time 
completely intoxicated. He arose to compliment 
me, and to desire me to convey his thanks to the 
remainder of the British officers in the Colombian 
service, for their assistance in the cause of liberty; 
and, while in the middle of a long harangue, one of 
his servants came into the room and interrupted 
him.' He now became outrageous, and thrashed 
the offender severely; not being satisfied with this; 
he descended to the apartments occupied by the 
rest' of his domestics, and beat them all round ; 
and! after having demolished nearly the whole of 
his crockery, he unluckily thought of the manner 
in wbiich I left him the preceding night, and came 
«jf stairs to quarrel with me for it. I laughed at 
him, when he' grew more vexed, and threatened to 
inflict the same kind of chastisement upon me as 
he had practised on his servants. I consequently 
thought it more prudent to retire to my room than 
to have any altercation with him, and left him to 
get quiet again. This however he did not choose 
to do, for, throwing up his window, he caused such 
a riot, and called so' loudly for assistance, that the 
Indians conceived the stranger was about to mur- 
der their priest. Under this apprehension they 
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flew to arm themselves with their liiachettid^ and ; 
sallied round to the back part of the house to ^fiect \ 
an entrance^ 

Having received intelligence of their movements . 
from one of the servants of my good-natured, but' 
half-mad entertainer, I despatched him at once to 
the Alcalde, with an order for the immediate deli- 
verance of the mules. After some trifling excuses 
they were sent, and being quickly loaded, I soon 
left the Padre's residence in the rear, and certainly 
not without some fear of having my throat cut by 
the infuriated Indians, who were still at Hxe back 
qf the house forcing their way in, while I escaped 
at the front. The Padre, althoi^h drunk, was not 
quite blind, and perceiving my departure, roajred out 
lustily from the window for me to return, apologia 
sing for his late conduct; but as I made no answer, 
he grew more enraged, and threw all the bottles 
and glasses, and every other article within his 
reach, after me, and did not cease while I was in 
sight of him.) I regretted leaving him so abruptly, 
for he was a worthy old fellow at heart, though 
his head was too ho1» to render a longer stay either 
safe or agreeable. 

/it being late when I left, I stopped at a thinly 
scattered, village about four leagues from Ti* 
motes, situated at the foot of a mountain paramo. 
Here I was obliged to procure a shelter for the 
remainder of the night, not only from the cold. 
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which had iinbreased to great seyerity, IvUt that 
ih6 mules and peons might be refii^hed and 
ready to proceed up the height at the first dawn 
of morning ; for, if benighted in these dreary wilds, 
it is impossible to e^ape being frozen to death. A / 
paramo signifies an uninhabitable desert, iii which 
no human being caai exist without being kept in 
unc^ising and yi<dent motion. No artificial means '• 
are strong enough to sustain life while exposed to 
&eir inclemencies. The mos;t ardent spirits are 
entirely void of any good effect, and generally 
increase the direful consequences. There are 
many of them in Cc^mbia, and they generally lie 
amidst immense mountains, principally the Cordil* 
lera of the Andei?, or a branch of them. They are 
^^ually long, deep valleys, between the highei^t 
elevatians, so shut ia and obscured by the neigh* 
bouring hills, aik to possess all the severities of theii: 
; extreilie height,, without one ray of the sun to sh^ 
its genial influence through them . To remain in 
them unsheltered at night is now never attempted, 
former experienoe proving that death certaitdy 
follows; but in some, whifch fi*om- their extent 
require two or three days to cross, ^mall houses 
are erected at tlie expense of the district in which 
they are situated, wherein cooking utensils arid 
other articles of convenience are kept for the accom* 
modation of travellers, and istaUing for their mules« 
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Here ^ they >top and light fires, which tiMy dtoep^ 
before) and are thus partially secured- from the 
pitiless blast, though the effort to remain for 
many hours, even so screened, is very painfoL 

The manner in which they operate is as folfows : 
The highly rarified air occasions at first * a great 
diflSculty in breathing, with a sharp piercing pain 
at each inspiration, scarcely to be borne. This in 
time amounts to nearly an impossibility of respir-^ 
ing, and the unhappy persons so afiected (who are 
termed by the natives " emparamehtos^ ") are 
suddenly benumbed in the extremities,' owing to 
their incapability of continuing in motion. . Soon 
after this, they are seized with violent raving and 
delirium, and, in their horrible .paroxysms, froth 
at the mouth, tear the fliesh from their * hands 
and arms with their teeth, pull their hair, and 
beat themselves , violently against the ground, 
uttering the most piercing cries, till quite ex- 
hausted. • The cold then soon deprives them of all 
motion and feeling, and death comes as a season- 
able relief. The bodies are in all cases muoh 
swollen, and a great distortion, of the features i^ 
produced by the dreadful convulsions they suffi&r 
before death, the whole surface of the skifi being 
discoloured and nearly black. The only remedies 
ever known to have effect, are severe scdurgings, 
and the drinking of cold water found in springs 
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in :tite pftramos ; but these remedies must ba 
employed immediately after the first symptoms 
appear^.off they are useless. 

It may perhaps afford some idei^ of the severity 
of these ^Idemessea. ^hen it is stated that.(rpon 
oue occasion, upwards of five thousand horses and / 
mules w^e collected by the orders of Bolivar, to, ^ 
'carry the baggage of his army destined for the 
ccmquest of New Grenada ; but iti crossing the pa- 
ramo of Pisba, only seventy of them escaped death, 
» and nearly five hundred of the troops shared the 
/same fate. There are some paramos which, for 
«nine months in the year, cannot be enteredy In 
November, December, and January, the, hunters 
! of wild cattle generally go into them to take the 

> 

I herds of deer, &c. whkh at those times resort 
' thpre for pasture. 

/With the ifirst.peep of morning light, myself and 
^arty were mounted, after having partaken of some 
^roasted plantains and milk of the cocoa-nut, which 
|was the only fare the place aflfordedi and we conti- 
btied riding, as fast as the strengtli of the mules 
;would permit, the whole day. I had not gone far, 
:when I saw two horse§ and their riders stretched 
; before main the icy grasp of death, having sunk 
^before they could reach the extremity of the para^ 
moi; though it was not half a mile from thea; I 
made^as light of the matter.asipossible, ta av(}id 
increasing the.fears of my party, and hurried past; 
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About S piM^i. we weie 'nil so bemimbeil^ tliisit it 
was .with difficulty we could reitain our iseats ; and 
my servant, who had .eagerly drained hi^ brandy 
bottle, was by far the worst* I began to fear that 
he must be sacrificed, ami desired one of the peons 
to go forward and endeavour to find a spring, while 
the other and myself , stayed with him to inflict the 
other part of the remedy, viz. flagellation. 

In a. short time, the foremost peon returned with 
the information, that there wcus a spring a little way 
on, to which he urged us. We reached it, and 
dismounting, contrived to force him fo drink some 
water, which he did, but seemingly with great pain, 
and he soon^ perfectly recovered. I then tried 
the experiment myself. The torturing sensation 
attending the attempt, I can only conceive to be 
like that which would be produced by forcing a 
quantity of .needles down the throat, tearing the 
skin and flesh in their passage. I soon felt the 
benefit, of it, however, in a comfortable glow of 
heat, which spread equsilly all over me; and 
remounting, I rode forward gaily, and met a party 
of natives, who informed me that the worst part' 
of the paramo was passed ;. but they deceived us: 
As mght closed : in, bX which time we commenced 
the descent, I experienced a change in the atn)o^ 
spheise, as severe as it was Sudden. Dim raponr-' 
in^ cloads hung midway between us and the plain 
we wished to reach, while others, scudding rapidly 
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over us^ left iheir freezing moisture on that part of 
oor faces necessarily exposed to it ; and before we 
arrived at the end of the journey, the skin literally 
peeled off, as if scalded. To diminish our speed 
was dangerous, and to continue it equally so : it 
was the choice of breaking our necks, or of being 
frozen to death; 

The jpassage made here for the mules was on 
the edge of a precipice above a hundred feet in 
depth, and the path they had to go upon not two 
feet wide) and so rugged, that each step they took 
threatened to cast the whole of us over : to add to 
the discomfort of our situation, it was so dark that 
none of us could distinguish the deep ruts into 
which tlie mules' feet were continually slipping* 
It was here that I found the benefit of my capote, 
a species of cloak more remarkable for its .utility 
than its elegance : it is of simple construction, 
being merely a i^uare piece of cloth with a hole 
cut in its centre, barely large enough to admit the 
head of the wearer, and in general warmly lined 
throughout. The material of which it is composed 
varies according to the taste of tlie person it is 
intended for, or perhaps more often to cirtum* 
stances* Mine, owing to a scarcity of cloth at 
Maracaibo, where it was made for me, was merely 
two English blankets, very large and thick, se^ed 
together ; and these are always more comfortable 
than any other, as they will resist ^ surjuising 
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qutotity of rain. When * riding, they descend - 
beiow the feet; and thus give equal benefit to all 
parts of the body, at the same time affoMing a 
covering to the horse or mule which carries the 
wearer. When sleeping in the woods, they are 
quite as useful: the hammock being slung from 
the branches of trees, a line is passed immediately 
overi^, on' which the capote is hung, descending 
over each side of the hammock, and the hole in 
the centre being tied up, the rain runs from it as 
froiiEi a slated roof. • . 

About ten o'clock, I reached a peasant's cottage 
at the extremity of a paramo, and duly appreciated! 
the- comforts of a largie fire, which blazed in the! 
centre of the floor, and the pleasurable emotijohs '. 
arising from the certainty of having passed the* 
danger. Some cocoa and plantains being pre- 
pared by the host; I found them most ajccept- 
able after a hard ride of about eighteen hours ^ 
Having seen the mules well provided, I went to 
my repose for the night. There was but one room, 
in the cottage, in which five Indians, the peons; 
my servant and myself slept ; and at aboiit mid- 
night, or soon after, we were joined by another 
party of six Indian muleteers, who were going to 
pass the paramo the following day .; I mention this 
fact, because the natives have beeii represented by 
many of the officers who have served in Colombia, 
as dishonest, and capable of any deed to enrich 
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themselves^ if in ever so trifling a degree* In this 
instance, they could have, had no dread of detect 
tion, and moreover must have known that, had 
the fact been discovered, they would have escaped 
punishment, from the indifference always. mani- 
fested by the government on such occasions* Nei- 
ther could they have entertained any fear of being 
overpowered, as myself and. servant could not have 
had a chance of contending successfully against 
thirteen men, equally well armed as ourselves. 
Some instances have 'certainly occurred, in which a 
few of the English have been killed by the natives ; 
but they have invariably proved, on investigation, 
to have originated. in some insult or injury offered 
by the deceased .persons. ^In many instistnces, I 
^ have, been with parties of the natives, in situa- 
tions and circumstances equally favourable to 
^Hjph designs, had they meditated them, but never 
experienced any but the most obliging and disiur 
terested behaviour from them. The party by 
whom I was surrounded, on the present occasion, 
regaled themselves with some chica, * after which 
they filled their ib];tunas f with some maize, and 
shaking them violently, commenced a series of 

* Drink made from maize, with about five^arts water added 
to ity and fermented. It i% then sweetened with molasses, and 
put into earthen jars for use. 

t Calabashes. 
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movements which they termed dancing, varying*, 
them acccttding to the. quickness of the soimds of 
thdr ^telj^tful music. Some of these dances are 
intended to convey notions of war, love> &c^ 

[In the morning early, I proceeded on to a little 
village two leagues off to breakfast, where, having 
refreshed the mules, I went on to the ancient city 
of Merida, formerly one of the most magnificent in 
Venezuela, but now a heap of ruins, and almost 
deserted, having been nearly destroyed by an 
earthquake in 1812, which was remarkable from 
the fact of its being felt at Caraccas at the same 
time. Passing through a beautiful verdant valley, 
the traveller ascends by a gentle rise to an exten*- 
siye plain, on which the remains of Merida stand. 
It is one of the most enviable spots in Colombia, 
both from the great charms of its situation, and the 
salubrity of its climate, which has been generally 
considered to approach very closely to that of the 
South of France. Here are also all kinds of Euro^ 
pean fruits and vegetables growing at the haciun- 
das in the neighbourhood, and in such abundance, 
that the plain may be justly termed the cornucopia 
of Venezuela. The city itself has but few inhabit 
tants, and those of the poorer classes ; but there 
are some respectable families residing at the farms 
near it. At one of these I rested one night, as 
mules could not be procured till the following 
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. morning, and was welcomed with that warm hos* 
pitality which is the characteristic of the superior 

.' classes of nativesy 
/Tassing through the remains of some rich plan- 

jtaticms and neat Tillages, which seemed to have 
been the dwelling of mnch happiness before the 
war had destroyed the .residents and desolate the 
country, I arrived at an extensive forest, wh^e t 
beheld numerous Indians, at different times and 
places, hunting the wild pigs. Pig-hunting in the 
interior of Colombia forms both a source of amuse- 
ment and great profit^ and is pursued by many of 
the more wealthy inhabitants as a diversion, as well 
as by tfaq poorer classes, who dispose (tf the €esh 
to dealeiB in provisicms, which they first salt ex- 
tremely well. It is purchased by persons who^ 
reside near the banks of the great rivers, by whom 
it is exported to the United States and the Garib^ 
bee Islands in great quantities. The wild pigs are 
far superior in flavour to the domestic. They are 
chiefly hunted by dogs, who catch and hold them, 
while the hunter comes up and dispatches them 
with his lance or machete. These dogs are very 
powerful and sagacious. The largest will fre- 
quently hunt .by themselves in parties, and are 
trained to return to their homes as soob as they 
have killed a pig, which they will do three or fou9 
times a-day. The pigs are small, generally weigh- 
ing about sixty pounds, very fat, and delicious 
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eating* A liunter v^ill kill twenty of them in a 
day, for which he receives a . dollar, when he is 
hired to hunt by any of the purveyors of provisions ' 
for the season. Those who hunt them for the ; 
sake of the sport, go in parties of ten or twelve,, 
armed with rifl.es, with which they shoot them ; 
and . this is far from an easy matter in the thick 
brushwood by which they are covered, as they run. 
with amazing swiftnes^,^ Many good shots miss 
them, until practice, has rendered them perfect 
in the sport. 

Some large boars are also often found in the 
woods, which are extremely furious, and some- 
times go in flocks. Upon such occasions, when a 
hunter happens to fall across their track, he is fre- 
quently surprised and overpowered, unless his 
pack js numerous and courageous. These he never 
ventures to attack when alone ; but if he perceiveis 
one boar in what is termed his cubil,* he will 
approach him cautiously till within the distance 
required, when he throws his lance in the manner 
of a harpoon, and thus transfixes him to the 
ground. ... 

/'Beyond the woods, the face of the country re- 
assumes the appearance of sterility; and for. 
twelve or fifteen leagues, little excepting rocks! 
and sands appear, without the least trace of vege- ^ 

*Lair. 



IN COLOMBIA. 145 

tation. Not a habitation is discovered, and all 
^ nature seems to fly the place, which is not more 
than three leagues from the beautiful plain recently 
mentioned* The country continues the sam6(till 
tSie Indian village of. St Juan is perceived, which 
is a pretty place and neatly constructed* 

Taking some refreshment here of the usual fare 

-on such joiimies, cocoa and plantains, I rested the 

I mules until the rising of the mdcm> when I again 

I set forth, and in the morning got to la wild uncouth 

/ village^'Called A8tanguas,^here I breakfested, and 

then prepared to cross the cabolo^ Cabolos 

are(piidges of a peculiar make, used in Colombia 

to croi^s any precipice between two high moun- 

^ tain|)which is otlierwise impas^sable ; and to avoid 

them ia great deal of time must "be lost in pursuihg 

another circuitous route,' which is often impos* 

i»ble, from the incapability of the inules to 

proceed so £u*. /I'he one I had to cross was over a 

I precipice at least 150 feet in depths at the bottom 

!of which M^as a river formed by the rolling of the 

wtcters from the higher tfnountains, Whose tremen-' 

docis f oiiiug, added to the other wild horrors of the 

place, render it ^ appalling passage to persons: 

unaccustomed to them« The means by which the 

; traveller is conveyed over are in most instances 

I nine ropes made of bullocks' hide, well tanned and 

j of a good substance, fastened at each side into the 

^ summit of the rock by mesms of sleepers, and 

VOL. II. L 
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stretciied to a proper degree of tension over pieces . 
of wood^ resembling the bridges of a violin. Oa 
these ropes, which are well greased to accelerate 
the fuotion of ike passenger^ runs another piece of 
wood in the shape of a crook, to which is secured 
a broad girth in the form of a loop, in which the 
traveller is seated, holding by the part nearest the 
crooks After leaving the first rock, he swings 
• wili terrific velocity to the centre of the cabolos^ 
where the bending of them occasioned by his weight 
suddenly stops him. He is then sus]pended in 
what appesurs a most fragile support, over the deep 
chasm yawning beneath him, while the rush of 
the waters below assails his ear in a terrific 
manner ; and unless he has sufficient nerve to 
behold his situation with calmness, giddines 
ensues, and his grasp being relinquished, he is 
precipitated to the bottom. To the girth are at- 
tached small ropes leading to each, side, . and by 
Uiese he is pulled by the natives to the point he is| 
going , to, by sudden jerks, each pull threatening 
to dislodge him. These* airy bridges are not 
really dangerous while in good repair, ly t when 
after the rainy season they are not properly 
attended to, the constant wet, succeeded by the 
scorching rays of the sun, decays them, and some^ 
times many lives are lost by a neglect of the state 
of them. Horses and mules are passed over by 
means of slings round their bodies, and sometimes. 
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their necks^ The cabolos of Astanguas are consi- 
dered the most lofty and hazardous, I believe, of 
any in the country, 

r now continued forward over a fine level plain, 

I bounded on each side by huge mountains for about 

'sixteen leagues further, towards another village, 

which I arrived at late in the evening. Resting 

here ^ few hours, I went on again by the light of a 

fine full moon^ towards La Gistas. The next stage 

was the most fatiguing I had yet experienced, both 

for the mules and their riders. I'Had to encounter 

("another mountain paramo, equal in severity, though 

not in extent, to the first I have mentioned ; but I 

ihad in this instance the advantage of daylight the 

I whole of the way, and entered the town of La 

i Gistas (in safety. Having travelled the two pre- 

^ous nights, I took up my abode here till the next 

'day at the house of the Padre, a good sort of man, 

and what is not often met with, a sober one. 



J J 
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CHAPTER VII. 

La GistasH-rAutfaor proceeds mthottt a guide-^Iolbrmed of « horde 
of robbers-r^langhter of travellers^Mode of living during jour- 
neys in South America— -Bodies of slaughtered travellers—- 
Re&pect paid to them by the nativitfs^Arrival at Kosario de 
Cucuta— Description of that town-^an Jose de Cucuta^Medi* 
cinal springs — ^Want of medicd professors in Colombia — ^IMseases 
of the country — Elephantiasis — Barbarity of GeQeral Morales — 
Death of Dr Roscio— General Barino declared Vice-President — 
A8sendl>ly of the Congress at Rosario.de Cncutfr— Appctfurance and 
acquirements <)f tiie Members— Base treatment of Mn English — 
General Devereux challenges the Vice-President — Arrest and 
imprisonment of Devereux — Arrest of the author — ^Brutality of 
^e Vice-President — ^Termination of* armistice — ^Movement of 
Morales and hs^ Torre — Author and Devereux dent for trial* to 
Caraocas — ^The Vice-Pr^ident Barino's disgrace and death — 
Succeeded by General Santander. 

La Gistas lies in a pretty little valley at the base 
of the mountaia adjoining the paramo ; and, be- 
fore desolated and demolished by the war^ it was 
esteemed a place of some importance, but Is now 
nearly deserted. Some few of the original inhabi- 
tants are yet living at small haciundas in the vici- 
nity ; but they were very much impoverished, and 
afford melancholy proofs of the ravages of the 
Revolution. 
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On the following morning, the ii^lcalde being 
inclined to trifle with ; me, I was compelled to 
impress some of hi» mules^ of which he had 

♦ • 

i plenty ; but the peons he. proposed to accompttny 
j me were not at hand, having, I believe, been ori^ 
; gtnally sent out of the way on purpose, I fief for* 
ward without them, and commenced travelling on 
Im unknown rc^d without a guide. My i:ea$on 
for this was; that I feared to delay my arrival at 
• Cucuta, lest the Opngress should have finished the 
business of settling the daims. Fortunately I 
kept in the right dirfeokioir, and about midnight 
reached a small house which served as a relief to 
\ the letter-carriers between Bogota and the other 
principal towns m the direction of the Maracaibo 
road. Th^se are men who, throughout Colombia, 
j carry the letters on foot with even greater swift- 
ness than either a horseman or muleteer, as they 
are intimately acquainted with every near turn 
and cut in the mLtains and forest.. <u>d pene- 
trate through the most bewildering labyrinths and 
narrow passes, where. a horse or mule could n6l 
be guided. When one of them reaches any of 
these little posting-houses, he finds another ready 
to take his charge, and therefore not a moment is 
lost^ 

(Here I was strongly urged not to go further till 
morning, as my path lay through a forest infested 
with banditti, who were deserters from a Creole 
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regiment raised iti New Grenada. To avoid a. 
march through Venezuela to join Bolivar^ theyj 
had fled to this forest, where they lay concealed^ 
and subsisted by plunder, not daring to return to 
their homes through the dread of punishment, i 
was informed by the keeper of the house, that only 
two days before I arrived, they had murdered two 
men with their wives and children. As a further 
inducement for my stay, my host told me that I 
icould never keep my road without a guide ; . and 
in the morning the mail from Maracaibo would 
arrive, and the man who forwarded it from that 
station would conduct me. I was therefore in- 
duced to stay for the remainder of the night^ 

iWhen I arrived, both myself and servant were 
nearly famished, having only made qne scanty 
meal at Ija Gistas, the Padre being very poor ; 
9.nd we had not tasted food of any kind since. I 
here purchased a small quantity of dulce (coarse 
brown sugar made into cakes), and a little gua- 
rope (juice of the sugar-cane), upon which and 
Some maize I regaled myself and companion, 
reserving a small portion for the next day's jour- 
ney^ The mode of living on these excursions, in 
such a country as South America, must neces- 
sarily be very hard and uncertain. Fortunate in- 
deed is the traveller, if, after a dripping wet ride 
of twenty-tfour hours, or even more, he can get a 
few roasted plantains and a little cocoa, and these 
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at an* exorbitant price. Sometimes he may pro* 
cure tassao^ but that is a great luxury, rarely to be* 
met with ; and when it is to be had, seven an<l 
eight dollars a pound are demanded for it. The 
extreme poverty of the natives, and the difficulty 
they find tn getting food for themselves and 
families, make them hoard up provisions of alt 
kinds as if they were gold. 

To be known to be an officer belonging to 1^6 
government, is at all times sufficient to mark the 
traveller out as a proper subject for the exercise of 
cupidity. ^Whenever one approaches a dwelling, 
the women run to drive in all the poultry, and 
notwithstanding they are aware that he has seen 
them, they at once cry out, in anticipation- of a 
.demand, that they h^ve none. This is accounted 
for by the abuse of the power which the govern- 
; ment has invested in its officers, of seizing every- 
/ »;hing they may want, without payment, from any 
of the inhabitants, while on such journeys, and 
not, I believe, from any natural avarice. The 
native officers never pay for any article they 
require, always compelling the persons whose 
liouses they enter to supply them; and if any 
murmur is made, their lives frequently answer for 
it. eWhen I retired to rest, the proprietor of the 
house came to me with the information that he 
could procure me a gallina * of a person who 

*Hen. 
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Tr-B[Aed ab^ut . I.<i":f a i::aI^ c^.'i.iut; , lV tiia: tea 
doCiarn t;'^*'o ieqi:iiMi-i for it. ^^ad to cu^aiB a meal 
^t aay price, I agreed, and supped . off as old a 
l^en as ever lived ; so tough, that at any other time 
it would have been thrown away as unfit to eat ^ 
my hpst jEtt the ssune time congratulating me on 
what he termed my bargain. 

The post having arrived, tb^e ^ next morning J 
started forward pud entered th^ wood which had 
been mentioned by my host the preceding nighti 
emerging from which the road lay through a; range 
of inferior paramos, which with infinite labour apd 
ps^in we wandered over for some hours, when we 
again ^nt§red a fprest» Here I saw the place 
pointed out to ,pie by the man of letters as the 
general ^ rendezvous of the robbers when they 
expected any passengers, and a very fit place for/ 
such an assemblage it appeared. It was a ns^rroW 
pass ^ut throygh the tl^ickest of the wood on the 
side of ail a^livity which we were then ascending^ 
^nd about fifty paces from the top pf it my talk-' 
ative guide shewed me a small hut, a little out of 
a path cut tp the left, in which he said the mur- 
ders had been committed and the bodies then lay. 
He requested me to go there and pay the travel- 
ler's tribute, which is that of placing a stone on 
each of the bodies, which I did to gratify hipi, w 
I knew it was a custom never departed from by 
natives. Whenever a person has been murdered in 
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auy p : '; /C ^ : c : be s died w ibe road, no 
buri?i ic r.T : r; T*Vv^?^Ji upoii Jum> btit each person 
who passes by throws a stone on the body, and 
thus m time it is ccMnpletely covered. This custom 
is always religiously observed by the natives, who 
hold it a great insult to the manes of the departed 
not to adhere to it. Bodies so covered are fre^ 
quently to be seen in journeys through the inte-» 
rior.y 

/^e passed on without any interruption from th« 
banditti, and soon lost sight of the melancholy 
ipot. At dusk we arrived at a small town, per- 
fectly jaded, and stayed there fin* the night. On 
Hsing early from my slumbers, I was informed 
I that the peon who should have accompanied me, 
ihad overtaken me at this spot, and had drrren 
iback the mules to his master. I was therefore 
> obliged to take one belonging to the town, and 
' ride after him to get them again. He now went 
on with me till the animals could foe spared. This 
/day was, as I. was informed, the last of my labo* 
^.rious journey, and I started with fresh strengtl]^ 
and exhilarated spirits from that conviction* The 
road was still steep and mountainous, but the 
certainty of soon reaching the goal for which 1 had 
gone so many weary leagues, rendered the fatigues 
of this day comi^ratively light. After proceeding 
^ for five leagues through the brushwood passes of 
the mountains, I entered another Indian village' on 
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a high tract of land very bleakly situated, where 
I procured the best supply of mules I had ever 
seen in the country. After partaking of a hearty 
breakfast of fried plantains and cocoa, I went on 
to Rosario de Gucuta, which was then only six 
leagues distant. After crossing several inconsi- 
derable hills, I descended to a richly cultivated 
plain, of vast extent, on which the small town of 
S)in Antonio de Cucuta (breaks suddenly upon 
the view, and beyond are seen the towns of Rosario 
and San Jos^ de Cucutaj 

(Here the climate varies again, and I soon felt* 
the powerful effects of the sun, which quickly dis- 
sipated the cold sensation which had so long 
affected my limbs. The heat however grew op- 
pressive, and was equally as distressing as the 
cold had formerly been^- the transition being too 
sudden. From the first of these towns to the 
second, which was the seat of the government, it 
is only about two English miles, ^nd I entered s^ 
the government-house^bout 5 p. m. 

I RosariojdeXi^ietita, though small, is well built ^ 
and compact. It has several good and wide 
streets, branching at right angles frcmi a plaza in 
its centre, at one comer of which, passing under a 
large heavy stone archway, is seen the govern- 
ment-house, which is a commodious edifiqe, forming 
three sides of a square, the principal chambers 
and the hall of audience being in the centre. The 
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I whole is but ill contrived, as the stables are in the 
ibody of the building, and only separated from the 
best room by a thin wall, and the passage leading 
to them is under the suite of apartments generally 
occupied by the governor. It surrounds a large 
paved court, in which stands a fountain. A little 
way further down the street which leads from the 
plaza next to the government-house, is the Hall of 
the Senate, as it was then termed, a low building 
with an arched roof, in which the Congress were 
to assemble. Three leagues beyond this, and on 
the same plain, which extends for near twelve 
leagues, stands San Jos^, the largest of the Cur 
cutas, and the most commercial. Here all the 
produce of the surrounding fertile valleys, which is 
chiefly cocoa, is laid up in stores, and thence sent 
over-land by mules to Puertos las Caches, a branch 
of the river Zulia, communicating with the lake of 
Maracaibo, from whence it is conveyed in bungos 
to the city of the latter name. About two English 
miles from Rosario is a hot spring, whose waters 
constantly flow iii a boiling state into two im- 
mensely large stone basins placed there to receive 
them, and oT^rflowing from them it forms a rivulet, 
which cools in its progress. At the stream thus 
made the women from the three towns, and the cot- 
tages near them, assemble almost daily to wash 
their linen, standing in the stream and cleansing 
the articles by beating them against large stones 
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purppsely piaoed m tbQ v. ^tci*. The \vaters of thi^ 
apriug are ccmsidered by the n^^tivea as ppssesamg 
many medidnial properties, and it is reaprted to by 
persons aill^eted with scrofula and ptber com^ 
plaints, and many of the native empirics are con- 
tinually sending drangbtB of it to their patients at 
a distance, for which an enormous fee is required. 
It may be proper here to mention the great 
want of medical men of talent, and of proper medi* 
cines, which has always been felt and now univer^ 
sally exists in Colombia. Hundreds of its natives 
perish annually in consequence of not having any 
proper treatment, and a far greater proportion are 
for ever disabled and rendered helpless by im^ 
proper remedies prescribed by the quacks, who 
practice the most ridiculous modes of treatment on 
their ignorant and credulous countrymen. The na- 
tives are peculiarly subject to ulcerated legs:^ which 
are but in a very few instances cured, and it often 
iHtppens that moctifioatioo ens.e«. »>d tta, the 
wretched $ufierer's misery is terminated. There 
can be little, if any, doubt, that clever medical 
men, particularly surgeons, would meet with the 
most liberal encouragement in any part of the in- 
t^Qr of the Republic, where the scarcity of them 
i^^ore felt th^n along the coasts. I have known 
some of the most eminent of the English surgeons 
to receive from twenty- five to thirty dollars, and 
sometimes even forty, for an operation and a y'mt 
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in a distant part of the country* (Elephmifiaftia, or 
swelled legs^ known in Colombia under th« name 
jo( the disease of San Lazs^o, is astonishingly pre^ 
jvalent^ persons of both sexes are often s^^en witb 
jtheir extremities so horribly enlarged/ that they 
jean scarcely drag them afler them as they crawl 
I on the ground by means of their hands. At Car- 
thagena* there was an hospital erected for the 
reception of those who weine infected witti it, 
but General Morales had the cruelty to set fire 
to the building, widi tlie intention of burning en 
masse the unfortunate inmates ; most of whoni 
being unal)le to make any effort to escape, were 
consumed, and those who endeatoured to get 
through the flames were either shot or lanced by 
the Spanish soldiery, who were stationed around 
for that purpose/ BronchoQele or goitrei^, is also a 
general disease in the mountainous districts of thd 
Republic. Women are more frequently, it hai$ 
been observed, so afflii:;ted than men, and the enor-^ 
mous tumours } are to be seen descending. In most 
cases in an elongated form considerably entangled 
at the extremity, to a l^^gth and siise which is 
perhaps unparalleled in^ other countries. This 
horrible deformity is supp<^ed to be caused by the 
strongly impregnated waters which descend from 
the mountains, containing the properties of mine- 
rals, and which are drank by the natives in great 
quantities. 
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But 4 short time before I teached Rosario de 
Cucuta, /t)t Roscio, ^who had superseded General ^ 
Arismendez isis Vice-President of the Venezuelan 
Congress, had died, and General Atrtfebla^Sarino, 
a native of New Grenada, had been appointed ta 
that station as regarded the general Congress of 
Colombia^ This person had been previously ott 
all occasions so strongly opposed to the 'politics 
of Bolivar that he had in several instances thwarted 
his schemes by raising insuperable obstacles to 
them. His Excellency had now ^however eflffec- 
tually quieted him by advancing him to this office^ 
but his subsequent arrogance and unjustifiable 
abuse of power excited a general disgust towards 
him in the minds of all classes, and he was re- 
duced to the only alternative of sending in his 
resignation to avoid the disgrace of a public dis- 
missal, ftn consequence of; a delay in his iarrival, 
the meeting of the -Congress had been adjourned 
for some time, and it had not assembled when I 
reached Cucuta.; 

A-^few days after, some of the members from 
New Grenada having arrived, the Congress was 
installed. There were but few of the members 
then in attendance, as many of them lived at such 
a distance from Rosario, that they could not get 
.thelre in time. Those who had reached it pre- 
sented nearly the same motley appearance as the 
members of the Congress at Angostura, the only 
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difference between the two being that these were 
sOQ^what better clothed, but far more ignoraat. 
Many of the New Grenadian deputies could ndthef 
read nor write, and in this class were four or five 
general officers. The inajority of those who were 
possessed of any information were .priests, whose 
mercenary, narrow-minded principles, and super- 
stitious caution and reserve threw an inquisitorial 
complexion over the whole proceeding's. Some 
matters of minor importance having to be arranged, 
it was determined that those only should be dis- 
cussed till the whole of the deputies should be on 
the spot. 

^ I attended these debates for some days, and was 
much amused with them; not by the eloquence of 
the orations, but by the sullen taciturnity of the 
representatives, many of whom I observed, for 
three or four days successively, sat without ut- 
tering a syllable, merely voting as the leaders of 
t^eir own particular parties had previously in- 
structed them. It being imagined that the ab- 
sentees would arrive in about five or six weeks, a 
day was appointed at about that time for the audit 
of the claims, for which I was obliged to wait* 
General Marino had invited me, in common with 
many other claimants, to take up my abode in the 
government-house till my afiairs were settled ; but 
after residing there about a fortnight, finding that 
my health grew considerably Worse, I removed to 
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a small n'eat villa a short distance from the skirtd 
of the town^ where I had a set of apartments, with 
boaid and attendance in very good style, for one- 
dollar per diei^ 

About this time General Devereux came here^ i 
to endeavour to establish a claisi upon the go4 
vemment, and proceeded directly to Barino;\ 
who refused at once to acknowledge him as an! 
officer of the Republic, and, with his characterise | 
tic brutality, ordered his servants to expel hinil 
from the house. The General was therefore in an 
awkward situation; for, having calculated upon 

■ 

being well received and entertained at the expanse! 
of the government, he had brought a numerous 
staff, with which he was obliged to lodge where 
he couldy 

Mrs English having joined the party of claim-^ 
antsy had not deemed it prudent to take up hBt' 
abode, as she was intitled to do, at the seat of 
g^dvemment, but had hired private lodgings at a 
bo^se in the town. General Barino, however, 
prevailed upon her, under the pretence of com- 
miserating her unprotected situation, to remove to 
his house, and being a man considerably advanced 
in years, she consented ; but he had no sooner got 
her there than he made overtures to her of the 
basest description, and finding that she pen^sted 
in refusing them, turned her into the: streets at 
midnight with brutal violence, without the means 
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of pr6c,uring a shelter. . Devereux, who had not 

fcMTgotten . the indignities Barino bad offered to 

'himself^ and had been only wiaiting for an oppor- 

; tunity. of punishing them, made this an . excuse, 

iand called the i Vice-President out. But the 

chaUenge was no sooner received than he was, 

by the orders of Barino, placed under close arrest 

. till the pleasure of the latter was known con- 

ceming him .7 

/TEe next day he was conveyed to one of the 
cfeilars which had always been used as receptacles 
loir, charcoal, and here he was kept forty-seven 
idays upon no other support than bread and water, 
and so scant was the allowance of the latter) by 
the express- desire of the malignant Vice-Presi- 
dent, that, in order to allay the excessive thirst 
created by the particles of dust flying about his 
dungeon, he was obliged to drink the water he 
.washed in. It being known that Devereux could 
not write Spanish, in which language the chal- 
lenge- was written, the suspicions of Barino fell 
upon an English officer, who was known to have 
been intimate with him, to implicate whom every 
effort was used. In this Barino failed; but as 
he felt certain that his suspicions were . right, he 
.ordered the officer to leave the town in twenfy- 
four hours, without allowing him the privilege 
of establishing the claims he had upon the 
Congress. 

VOL. II. M 
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. ( While Devereux was thus incarcerated, I coa^A 
trived to intoxicate the centinels placed over him, | 
and passed some wine and provisions to him, as! 
also some pencil and paper, that he might inform;- 
me how I could be serviceable to him. . In this I| 
was observed by another soldier on duty, a short | 
distance from me, who informed the officer of Hiej 
guard of the circumstance, and he conveyed it \xy\ 
the Vice-President. I was therefore arrested and! 
taken before him^ and was now suspected of being; 
the writer of the epistle sent by Devereux. After; 
ordering me to a similar confinement to that en^; 
dured by the latter^ Barino condescended to load 
me with every epithet his imagination could sug-^ 
gest at the moment, and concluded by calling me 
a traitor to the Republic. I remonstrated warmly, 
I must confess, upon the accusation thus conveyed, 
feeling that I did not merit it, and the only answer 
I received was an inkstand, thrown at me by Ba- 
rino. Unable to bear this, I seized a small brass 
rod on which was hung a curtain surrounding his 
desk, and, before his attendants could prevent it, 
threw it at him in return. I was then removed to 
another cellar not far from the one occupied by 
Devereux, and there left to my ruininations^ 

1 remained in this confinement six weeks, on 
an allowance of three plantains per diem, and a 
little coarse bread, with an insufficient quantity of 
water. During this period the hostilities com- 
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meiiced between the two parties, by mutual 
/consent, rather before the expiration of the time 
^ agreed on by the armistice^ but aa there appeared 
BO likelihood of any amicable termination of the 
differenqes between them, it was coni»dered use- 
less to delay further time in inactivity, and in 
reply to a letter from the President to La Torre, 
the latter agreed that hostilities should re-com-- 
mence on the 28th of April. 

Bolivar now, I believe, made use of every exertion 
in his power to repair the injury done the cause 
by the interval of peace, occasioned by his treaty, 
and perhaps, for the first time, resolved that bard 
fighting, without the interference of diplomatic aid, 
should gain the contest. Some strenuous efforts 
were essentially reqmsite on his part, to atone for 
the time he had given to the Royalists to prepare 
themselves for the renewal of the war, which had 
enabled them to reinforce themselves in a great 
measure, though not to the extent anticipated by 
Morillo when he completed the armistice at Santa 
Anna. Still they could now muster a force which 
was far from contemptible, znd under such men 
as Morales Y and La Torre, who had succeeded 

* This officer, who has been since appointed by the Court of 
Spain to the situation of Governor of the Canary Islands, wks 
originally a servant to General Arismendez, and rose in the Spa- 
nish service from the ranks. Next to Morillo, he was the most 
active and enterprising officer that Spain ever had in Venezuela. 
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Moiillo in the command, some successes on their, 
side might be rationally expected. ' 

Meantime Bolivar had not been idle, in his 
usual plodding manner, amongst the Chief Magis- 
trates in the various provinces which were still 
inclined towards the Spanish Government. He 
had employed numerous agents in endeavouring 
to bring them over to his interests, which it must 
be recollected were also those of his country, and 
had succeeded tolerably well. The provinces of 
Cuenca, with the districts ofllambato, Rio, 
Camba, and Quaronda, had declared for the Inde- 
pendents, and had volunteered to send supplies of 
arms and stores, if not men, which, they could not 
promise, the natives not liking the idea of leaving 
their homes to fight for liberties which they had 
previously felt existed only amongst those in 
authority, and had reason to expect that they 
would be rewarded with perhaps still greater 
demands upon their humble means than even the 
Spaniards had of late years extorted.* 

The first movement which Morillo and La 
Torre made, was to draw off* their forces from 
Caraccas, and proceed with them, the former to 
Valencia, and the latter to Calabozo. In doing 
thisi they had left Caraccas with a very small 

* The llepublic was also at this time increased by th^ unioa 
of Rio de la Haita. 
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/force to defend it, and the active Patriot, General 
jBermudez, having ascertained this fact, dashed in 
at the head of his few Guerillas, beat the Spa- 
niards out, and took possession of it. The latter 
circumstance being known at Rosario de Cucuta, 
General Barino had determined upon sending 
Devereux and myself to Caraccas, that we might 
be tried by a military court-martial of natives for 
breaches of the martial law of the Republic. 
The General had been sent off before I was 
made acquainted with my journey, which was 
delayed a little time, in consequence of the 
attempts of the few friends I had acquired at 
Rosario to obtain my release. During my incar- 
ceration they had been unceasing in their endea- 
vours, and through their means and representa- 
tions petitions from all parts of the city had 
crowded the table of the Vice-President. The 
/members of the Congress, who bad assembled, 
were unanimous in the expression of the unjusti- 
ifiable measure adopted towards me, and strongly 
urged that I should be set at liberty. Barino 
would not listen to them, and by an extraordinary 
stretch of power forced me to Caraccas. My 
previous weak state of health was rendered much 
worse by my imprisonment; and when I was 
brought out, and mounted upon the back of a 
mxrie, I fainted and fell off, from actual weakness. 
Having been so long confined in a cellar, where a 
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ray of light (save that of the jailpr's lantern) never 
pbnetrated^ and my eyes inflamed and swollen by 
the dust which had entered them, I was rendered 
quite blind by the sudden transition to the broad 
daylight, and remained so for several days.; 

'I shall not enter into the particulars of this 
Journey; it will be enough to say, that being 
strapped to a mule at the onset till I had gained 
sufficient strength to maintain my seat, I arrived 
at Oaraccas, where 1 was tried, and instantly 
acquitted, as Devereux had previously been^ It 
must be understood that his Excellency the Pre* 
sident had no share in this, nor even a knowledge 
of it. He was at the time on the plains of the 
Apure. Had he been at Rosario, I have not the 
slightest doubt but things would have been ma- 
haged very differently. 

Not long after I had been thus forced away 
from the seat of Government, Barino's conduct, 
had become so flagrant and glaring, he was 
given to understand that, unless he resigned, 
serious charges would forthwith be made to the 
Congress and Bolivar. Upon thus finding himself, 
unable longer to withstand the current of pc^ular ) 
feeling, he resigned, and retired for a little time to? 
Santa-f6-de^Bogota, with five thousand dollars of^^ 
the public money, which he had embezzled. Here, ; 
I believe, after Bogota had been made the seat of; 
Government, he was brought to trial, in which he ' 
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made an elaborate defence, only remarkable for 
Jits hypocrisy, and soon after died. 

Barino was, I believe, an exceedingly brave 
man, a good genersd, and h clever, able senator ; 
but his abuse of power and his tyrannical dis- 
position^ which increased with his years, were too 
great to be passed over in silence. His principles 
and loyalty, as regarded the cause of liberty, 
have been doubted ; but I never heard that any 
proof was duly adduced of the truth of the insi- 
nuations that were from time to time thrown out 
against him. His services as a military officer 
were, I believe, great, and would, but for his 
failings as a man, have procured him the honour- 
able distinctions to which hi$ conduct in that way 
entitled him, as he had the best interest of any 
man in New Grenada; but the frailties of his 
nature destroyed them all, and he ended his days 
in disgrace. It was during the administration of 
Barino that the present constitution was com* 
pleted by the Committee of Legislation, and it 
was, I believe, principally indebted to him for 
most of its best enactments. It was published, 
Bs the established constitution of the Republic, 
on the 30th of August. By a subsequent decree, 
the Congress was directed to sit at Bogota ; and 
on the 9th of October, Barino being deposed, 
Santander was appointed to the office of Vice- 
President. 
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tobacco— Attention of the Generals Bolivar and Paez to the 
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« 

As soon as I had been released I prepared to go 
with General Bermudez to the plains 'of the 
Apure,. where the Independent army was getting 
ready for a march after the Spaniards. Having 
but a very weak force with him, that leadierwas 
obliged to leave a small garrison only at Caracoas 
to defend it, and Morales, having been informed 
of its capture, had moved. from Valencia for the 
purpose of attempting its recovery, taking with 
him a powerful force. He arrived there a short 
time after Bermudez had left it, and was of course 
successful in beating the handful of troops he 
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ffouiMl there. After putting them all to death, 
j and leaving a strong garrison to protect the city, 
he again set out for Valenciay 

/Bermudez, having, altered his plan of operations 
mon after I had joined him, did not proceed to 
\the plains as he had previously intended, and I 
was therefore obliged to go on, alone, which I 
found* a matter of great difficulty, in consequence 
of the numerous parties of Spaniards, which were 
"Stationed . along the frontier of the proviiice of 
Varinas to* cut off the supplies of the Republican 
droops, and also in the mountains, to intercept the 
couriers. After successfully using every means of 
boncealing myself that I could devise for. many 
days, such as travelling only by: aight, .and creep- 
ing on the approach of morning into any little 
recess in the mountains capable of; receiving me, 
1 was at length surprised by. a. det^chmen^ of. in- 
fantry,/ Having, nothing to. trust to bu^t supeirior 
jspeed, I set spurs to my mule, which, was .shot 
• under me while going at full gallop, and as ;I was 
proceeding along one of the zig-zag paths cut on 
the side of a steep .rock, the poor, animal, after 
tccmtinuing her speed for a few. minutes, rolled 
|down the tremendous precipice. . Iperceiyed that 
Ithis must inevitably be the cai^e as soon as she 
grew weak from loss of blood, and therefore, im- 
^mediately after -her convulsive j^tart : assured . me 
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abe was struck^ I threfw myself off; and as th/i 
Spsuiiards utiagined that I had £sdten with her, 
the^ gave up the pursuit, and I escaped) 

: Proceeding on foot fc»r some houxs, I at length 
joined an old Indian of the Guahira tribe^ who 
had been into New Grenada to collect the poison 
which is used for the arrows of that and die 
neighbouring tribes. This poison, which is most 
deadly, is thus extracted from a large kind of 
< ; frog that abounds in the lowlands of New Gre- 
nada, thou^ in Venezuela it is so scarce as to be 
seldom seen. A small stake pointed at one end, 
is pushed into the mouth of the poor harmless 
reptile, forced completely through the body, and 
as far as it can be made to go through one of 
l^^^i(-its legs. ^ A profuse perspiration of a white frothy 
substance is excited by the intense agony thus 
caused, which being carefully scraped off and 
preserved, is sold at a dear rate by the collec- 
tors. The heads of the airows are steeped a short 
time in the poison, after which a wound inflicted 
by them will cause the death of a tiger in a few 
minutes after it is received. The Indians hunt 
the panther and tiger with arrows so poisoned, 
which they discharge from ventils (blowpipes) 
formed of reeds from about t^i to fourteen feet in 
length, and rendered Very smooth in the inside. 
The arrows are never more than a foot and a half 
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4ong, and are made of a hatd close-grained wood, 
ingeniously formed at the top like a very taper 
screw. At the other extremity sufficient cotton is 
fastened by means of a vegetable glue^ to make it 
just the size of the calibre of the ventiL Thfe 
arrow being put into the reed, one end of which 
is applied to the mouth, a good marksman will kill 
a flyiAg bird at the distance of a hundred yards^ 

.The old Indian, who was intimately acquainted 
i^ith every passage through the mountains, con- 
ducted me to the island of Achaquas, and I there 
joined his Excellency the President, to whom I 
represented the manner in which I had been 
treated by General Barino. He expressed both 
indignation and regret at the conduct manifested 
towards me, and informed me that he was about 
to move his army forward in order to force the 
Spaniards to an action, and therefore my services 
could not at that moment be dispensed with ; but, 
at the earliest opportunity, he would grant me 
leave of absence to once more visit Cucuta, for the 
completion of the settlement of the claims) in 
favour of the late Major Beamish, and that he 
Would give me every assistance that I could deem 
requisite for that purpose. (With this assurance 
I left Achaquas the next morning for the city of 
Angostura, to muster the Sambos and English 
'sailors, and take them in compliance with the 
directions I had received,, by forc^ marches, into 
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the.province of Varinas, where the whole of Boli- 
var's anny was to meet aind unite itself with the 
bravoes of General Paez/ 

.After haying with some difficulty got my men. 
together, T proceeded onwards, but was inter-/ 
cepted by a division of La Ten-re's army, about^ 
ten leagues .from Guanare, which was marching' 
towards the spot taken up by the Royalists. 
From this, dilemma the bravery of the English- 
men and blacks delivered me ; an obstinate con- 
flict, which lasted. about four hours, convinced the 
enemy that their best plan would have been to let 
us pass on. They resigned the field to us with 
all their baggage and the greatest part of their 
arms, with which we marched into -the delight-; 
fully fertile province of Varinas, than which it is *• 
impossible to conceive a finer country. Every * 
part of it is covered with the most luxuriant vege- 
tation, of which it yields two ; abundant' crops 
every .year, and is fertilized by the bountiful hand 
of. nature, without the least trouble- or labour on 
the part of the cultivators, The overflowing of 
the branches, of the river Qronoco^ which com- 
pletely iuundate t^e verdant plaiBs, ai« peiiodi- 
cal, and the natives, knowingprecisely when they 
will happen, remove the crops in sufficient time. 
The. waters. then rush over the land, where they 
remain for some time/ leaving wheb they -retire 
a thick sediscient^ which is sufiicient to* niamire 
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it, and it is thus strengthened for the production of 
every fresh crc^y 

Proceeding on towards the town of Varinas, J> 
was . informed by. siome of the natives that Bolivar 
waB encamped a few miles from it^ in the direction 
of the Villa deAranca^ and I there joined him. 
The brave General {Paez received me^ though a 
« stranger, with the greatest cordiality, and seemg 
me weak from a wound which I had received in 
-the engagement with the Spaniards, generously 
o£pDred to yield up all his own little accommo- 
dations till I should be quite recovered. 

7his heroic and noble*minded man has derived 
all his ideas and virtues from nature. Nurtured 
in a country perfectly uncivilised, without the 
advantages of either birth or fortune, he has, by 
his own personal merit, his prowess and undaunted 
courage^ raised himself through the incidents 
which have from time to time occurred to him 
during the revolutionary contest, to the command 
of by far the most efiective and useful native force 
of any in the country. He is a native of the 
plains of Capac, and descended froboi the horde of 
Llaneros, who have ever lived there in the most bar- 
barous and savage manner. • When the revolution 
was, first agitated, he was then a young man, aild 
a private. in one of the bands of Lancers which are 
raised on the plains. In this humble situation he 
soon £wnd means to distinguish himself. His 
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extraordinary courage and strength enabled him 
to beat all competitors in the gymnastic exer-* 
cises, to which the Llaneros daily accustom 
themselves ; and by the adroitness which, from 
continued practice^ he had acquired in the use 
of their favorite weapon, the iance, he could with 
ease beat them into submission when any dis* 
putes arose. These, together with the numbers 
he always placed hors de combat in their nume- 
rous skirmiidies, procured him the respect of all 
his companions, while his mild and unassuming 
disposition ensured him their respect and friend* 
ship. (nA does not appear to have entertained, 
any wish to aggrandise himself at this period, nor 
indeed at any subsequent one, as his conduct has 
ever been marked with a most perfect disinterest* 
edness and indifference, as to his own advantage, 
in every action of his life^ The usual fate how* 
ever of the chiefs of these bonds, and the general 
esteem in which he was held, soon placed him 
in command. The leader of the party he be* 
longed to having been killed in action, the whole 
of the troop instantly and unanimously elected 
him their chief, and in this station he enacted so 
many deeds of bravery, and with such universal 
success, tliat his band was hourly receiving volun* 
teers, and in a short time became augmented from 
about 300 to above 2000. With these he com* 
menced operations on a larger scale, and soon 
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became {the most formidable foe the Spaniards 
'. ever had ia Venezuela^ and to him may certainly, 
with the strictest justice, be attributed in a great 
degree the independence of that part of Colom^ 
bia, while his exertions in the cause of New Gre* 
nada have been also great and extremely bene* 
ficial to it. £[e could not, at the time I served 
/with him, either read or write, and, until' the 
[ English arrived on the plains, he was totally unac- 
quainted with the use of knives and forks) so 
rude and uncivilised had been his previous life. 
^ soon however as he began to mingle with the 
officers of the British legion, he copied their 
Wnners, customs, and dress, and invariably acted 
/as they did, as far as his previous habits would 
admits on all occasions^ He is about five feet nine 
inches in height ; (liis frame is very muscular and 
(finely formed, and he possesses wonderful strength 
* land agility. His countenance iu handsome and 
^manly; his hair thick, black, and curling^ his 
temperament sanguine, disposition warm, generous 
and kind, and his mind, though quite uncultivated; 
enriched with all the virtues which most adorn 
hunian nature. Open, frank, and unsuspecting, 
he is the best of friends, and being perfectly free 
from the baser passions, the most generous of 
enemies. He is particularly fond of the English^ 
{Calling them his brothers, and ever advocating 
I their claims to the gratitude of the country with 
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the greatest enthusiaam) His intrepidity ren- 
dered him equally jbdoved by them, andj ex- 
ceptmg General Marino, he was the most popular 
chief with them in Colombia. flPrequently, when 
the jealousy of the native officers has led then), toi 
make harsh and unmerited observations respecting; 
the services of the British Legion, has he, by a 
werll-timed reproof, checked them ; and he was/ ! 
with bst two or three exceptions, the only one 
who ever can4idly acknowledged the benefit which 
the cause of liberty derived from , their services ; '' 
and he alone ever proposed a public testimonial i 
of it: on the part of. the Congress^ 

/To enumerate all the anecdotes of this extra- « 
ordinary man would more than fill a volume, sq ! 
numerous and romantic are the actions of his 
life; One of them, which is truly characteristic 
of his bravery and resolution in cases of emer- 
gency, and which illustrates his military character, 
1 will relate. Bolivar was on the plains of the 
Apure, with his troops in a starving condition, and 
without the means of procuring food for his army, 
unless he took a circuitous march of many leagues, 
to which the strength of the men was incompetent,' 
or found means to arrive at the point he wished to 
gain, by crossing the river Apure, on whose banks, 
on the opposite side, were plenty of cattle, grazing 
within sight. of the nearly famished troops. The 
latter could not be accomplished, as he had no 
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iboats of any desce^)tion| or timber to comtn»H 

^fts ; but about midway acro£M9 the river wais a 

Meet of sixty flecheras which bdonged to the 

li^uemy, dad lA^eiewdl armed and manoed. Bplivar 

/stood on the shore gazing at these in despair^ 

I and continued disconsolately parading in front of 

them^ when Paez, who had been on the look out, 

rode up and enquired the cause of his disquietude. 

His Excellency observed, '* I would give the 

Tirorld to have possesi^on of the Spanish flotilla, 

for witiiout it I can never ctoss the river, and the 

.tiroops are unable to march." " It sl»ll be yourja 

in an hour," replied Paez. " It is impossible," 

said Bolivar, "and the .men must all perish." 

" Leave that to me," rejoined Paez, and galloped 

off. In a few minutes he returned, bringing up 

. his guard of honour, consisting of 300 lancers 

selected from the main body of the Llaneros, for 

their proved bravery and strength, and leading 

. t;hem to the bank, thus briefly addressed them : 

*' We must have., these flecheras, or die. Let 

1.-. 

those follow Tio^ who please."/^ And at the same 
nu,menv spurring his horse, dded into the river 
and swam towards the .flotilla. IThe guard fol- 
lowed him with their jances in their mouths, now 
encouraging their horses to bear up against the 

* ;tJncle. A name by which the Llaneros frequently address 
\ P«6z^' partiGiilarly the guards of honour, who are more privUeged 
thaii the others. 
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eunrent by swimming by their mdes and patting^ 
thar necks^ and ih&a shouting to scare away the \ 
alligators, of which diere were hundreds in the, 
river, till they reached the boats, when, mounting 
their horses, they spraiig from their backs on 
board them, headed by their leader, and, to the 
astonishment of those who beheld tbem from the 
shore, captured every one of than:. To English 
officers, it mxy appear mconceivabie . that a body 
of cavalry, with no other arms than their lances, 
and Da other mode of conveyance across a rapid 
river than their horses, should attack and take a 
fleet of gun-boats amidst shoals of alligators ; but, 
strange as it may seem, it was actually accom*^ 
plisbed, and there are mainy officers now in Eng- 
^d who can testify to'the truth of it^ 

(the strength with which nature has endowed , 
General Paez, is surprising. He will at any 
time, for mere sport, when his troops are catching 
wild cattle by means of tine lazo^, single out a 
bull from the herd, and Allowing him on horse- 
badk ^ehe him, while at full speed, by the tail, 
by a sudden twist of which he will throw the 
animal over on his side. If upon any excursion 
he meets with a tiger or wild boar, he instantly 

• A slip>knot, or noose, which is thrown with great precise- 
toeM over the hetK) €f tlie anhnal iwtetided to l)e caught. 'Hiis 
i>per«(ioii liM been so w«ill described bf other cntveliefB) tliat 
any account of it here is unnecessary. 
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tnata&xesk him with his lance. From thirty to 
finrty inea have been known, to £bQ1 by his shigle 
arm in one engagement, and he is unqnestioaabiy 
tiie fif st lancer in the world. He has^ since he 
lia& risen into notice, generally had from 3^000 t^ 
4^00Q men under his command, all of the Llanei^o 
tribes, and these form by for the most Ibrmidfible 
native force in the Republic; with their aid and 
by bis own indefatigable assiduity he was always 
able to hold Movillo in ebeck^ Paez has ever 
ptoved himself a most inveterate enemy to. the 
tjrrannical dominion of Spain, and a terrible aven* 
ger of his country's ixijuries. ^or weeks and 
months he has followed the stepfi of Morillo, un-- 
ceasin^ly clingdnfif to him like his shadow, and 
upon every op^unity dashing into bis camp a* 
night with frequently not more than from 150 to 
200 men, slaughtering all whom he encounteredi^, 
and oa every oeca^on cutting his way back with 
very trifling loss^ At other times; when theRoyafisI 
army was passing through the country, he would 
seize a. favourable moment, when they were £a,tigued 
by a harassing day's march,, to drive off all theip 
cattle and baggage mules, leaving them without 
{tfovisions. It was acknowledged by Morilfo, that, 
upon one occasion, wheo marching frovti Carae-' 
cas to Sanla-fMe-Bogote, he was deprived of 
upwards of 3,000^ men, and the whole of his miliw 
tary stores, by the unceasing attacks made upon 
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him by ¥Bjez^ and that he was in consequence ^ 
obliged to abandon the object of his expedition 
until he was reinforced. 

Ther Llaneros are natives of the jdains of CapaC; 
and the Apure. They are raised in the manner oi 
militia, but receive no pay excepting what arisei 
from their plunder, which is equally divided] 
amongist themy They are mounted on horses, 
which, from being long habituated to abstinence 
and fatigue, are the most serviceable and hardy 
animals in the world, being trained to perform 
almost everything their owners can desire. When 
mounted either in the field or for the chace, both 
horse and rider appear as if they were actuated 
by the same impulses ; the sagacity of the one en- 
abling it to comprehend the most trifling motion 
of the other« The Llaneros are badly apparelled 
and accoutred ; their covering and appointments 
being of the same scanty nature as that worn by 
the Guerillas, commanded by Colonel Montes, 
but they are far more brave, and better qualified 
for field operations; they are exceedingly dex- 
trous and a!ctive, and perform any required move- 
ments with amazing velocity. Their only weapon 
is the lance; the shaft of which is from nine to 
twelve feet in length, lig^t and elastic, but tough 
land durable. The lance itself has not what is J 

termed a shoulder, like those of Eiiropean cisivalry, 
but is formed like the blade of a long knife, both 
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edges of which are as sharp as a razor of good 
metd^ substance, and temper. This is lashed to 
the shaft by cow-hide thongs, leading from the 
top of the socket to about eig^t inches down- 
wards. From their earliest childhood the Llaneros 
are accustomed to the use of this weapon, small 
ones being made for such practice by their pa- 
rents. Previously to their being admitted to the 
ranks of the bands, it is necessary that they should 
be duly instructed in the use of this weapon, and 
that they should be able to catch a wild horse, 
never before mounted, and after placing one of 
their large and severe bits in his mouth, go with 
him at once into action. They are therefore 
trained to horsemanship as soon as they can stride 
the steeds of their fathers, and constant practice 
gives them a perfect fearlessness, so that they 
will ride on the brink of a precipice and over 
rocks that would make a less experienced horse- 
man shudder to look at. No observance of re- 
spect towards their superior officers is ever ob- 
served amongst them; /all appear on the same 
. footing ; but they pay the most unlimited attention 
to their orders in the field, where they know it is 
certain death to treat them with levity. In this 
pointy I believe, lies all their discipline; as out of 
the field they are dirty, irregular, and dishonest, 
and treat their officers (who are, it must be con- 
■ fessed, but very little better than themselves in any 
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Inspect) wi^ the same freedom as tbey do 
each other. It wa3 a thjpg of usual oc^irresice 
to see one^ of th^se ruffians apfuroath Gon^^ 
Pjaes». and ^M^dfess jinn by the appeliatioti of Tio^ 
m </onipadreJ^ aad ask for anything, he. might 
ffHJOt, without ^e tsmaUest aiutictf^atioto of r re^ 
fo^al^ from his known good nature; a2id if tiie 
dtief feAppened to be absent whm they wished 
to see him, Ihey would go all over the damp or 
.towu in sewch of him:, uttering the Bhove nan^s 
jm a loud soaovoM tone, tiH he had heard and sa- 
tisfied them. At other times» : while oa service, 
ff he we» at hi. m^ls.' -H^ «« gene^Hy ^ 
jojred m the opea field; shoidd aaay of them take a 
fhncy ito the piece of tassao, or odier provisions^ 
he was about to eat^ they would with peculiar 
adtoitness go bdbiad him and.snatehit atway, at 
which he would ^oiily laughs and cry (out animo^ 

The Llaneros.oniy yield in 4)ravery to the S^am- 
Jbios, and this jart$ea» I presusse, from their iiot 
^ntertaitung the doctrine of Sialism ; to all the 
remaining races they are superior in courage. 
They are decidedly . the best of the native 
forces, but are nevertheless obstinate, and at times 
will yield to a very inferior force, not wholly 
through fear, but for the sake of betraying any 

♦ Protector. f M^l done— right. 
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of their aflSteers^ who, mfiy hs^ve ofFeaded thew^ 
into tlie baiida of the Qftemy. Their evil propea-^ 
sities are to be fi80i!ibed to thdir mo^^ pf living 
in their youthful clays. /Exdumvely bred on the 
plains, not haying any intercottrsie with the mor^ 
civilised inhabitants of the RepubUCi ani Hvii:\g 
las they do beycoid the pale of any law, they carry 
;on a system of rapine wd murd^jr froin their 
{childhood, over wbic^ the governioent appears not 
, to have the slightest controul, but who will, I ap^ 
prehend, at a time perhaps not far distant, have tQ 
deplore and dmead the increased e?^«rei,$e of th^ir 
lawless poweF; 

/The Llaneros express themselves on most ocea-r 
pions when they are deeply interested, and parti* 
Ocularly in their amours,, in conplet^* which are 
perfectly extempore; their rhymes ara gene- 
rally very happy, and their meaning very applir 
cable to the occasion. They also play qu a 
guitar of rather rude construction, upon whtqh 
they accompany themselves while serenading 
/ their mistresses, and their songs are always ex? 
tempore. They have a habit, which they tlerive 
from education, of appropriating the property 
of others to their own use, which becomes so 
natural to them that no dread of the most con*^ 
dign punishment can divest tiiem of it. The horses 
belonging to the officers of the British Legion, 
which were, in most cases, of the Santa F!6 breed. 
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aud are esteemed the fincMst in the country, were 
always stolen, whenever the owners or their ser- 
vants left them but for a few moments m^arded. 
One instance . c^ this kind of theft is rather liidi-^ 
crous, and, as it shows their dexterity, it may be 
worth whiie to relate it. 

. MiLJor Manby had two very valuable chargers^ 

and hkvmg reason to s^prehend that they would 

be stolen, as several of his brother officers had met 

. with similar losses, he was determine to secure 

them if possible. With this intention he tied 

their halters, which were made of very, strongly 

twisted hide, to each of his own legs, leaving the 

animals sufficient room to graze, and laid himself 

down under a tree to sleep* Ti^en he awok» he 

found, to lus dismay, that the horses were both 

gone, and his legs so firmly fastened to the tree 

with the halters, that he was obliged to use his 

sword to release himself from his bed« There is no 

possibility of ever regaining abimals thus purloined; 

as they are immediately driven two or three hun* 

dred miles across the plains to a place of security! 

The Llaneros are a tall, muscular set of men, 

capable of great fetigue, and are commonly abste^ 

mious, but they are deceptive, cunning, and proiie 

to revenge. The latter passion, they wiU employ 

every means in their power to gratify^ and that 

in the most cruel and sanguinary manner they 

can devise. They shed tlie blood of their dearest 
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ties on the most trivial occasions with frigid itfdif' 
fereace, and had they not been restrained in a 
great degree by the active and powerful energies 
of their leader, they would long before this have 
had the whole of the wealth of the country in 
their own hands. General Paez possesses all the 
reqiHsites for commanding this horde, and of 
keeping them in subjecition, and is perhaps the 
only man in Colombia who could so effectually 
restrain them in their rapacity and passion for 
murder, (tie has no lavra by which he governs 
them, but trusts solely to his own prowess to 
quell all disturbances, and to chastise all their 
ddinquencies. Whenever any of them commit 
acts which are deserving of punishment, or ex- 
press dissatisfiBK^tion at any regulation whidh may 
have been adopted, he tells them they must meet 
him in single combat ; and this they are obliged 
by their own usages to* do, or their comrades 
would drive them from the ranks* They thus 
receive the reward of their offences from the bands 
of their chief, whose valour always prevails); and 
this circumstance gains him more weight and 
respect with such troops than any other method 
he could pursue. ' 

General Paez is subject to attacks of epilepsy 
upon any violent excitement of the nervous sys- 
tem, and they generally seize him either during 
an action, or immediately after it. The manner 
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of warfare followed by the LUmeros, consists in, 
charging repeatedly with the utinosit fury through^ 
the thickest of the enemy's lines, until, they 
succeed in throwing the whole into confusion, 
on which they slaughter all around them. On 
these onsets the exertions of Paez are so vio- 
lent, that he is seized with sudden vertigo and 
fails from his horse, which is so trained that it 
will stop the instant it feels bis rider leaving its 
back, who remains on the ground until some of 
hjbs men raise him. He is then taken to the rear, 
and the only means used to recover him are 
dashing cold water over him, or, if there be suffi- 
cient at hand, by immersing him suddenly into 
it, accompanied by a violent shaking* These at^ 
tacks have subjected him to the most imminent 
danger, the enemy having been known to pass 
over him seveml times before his men could ap- 
proach to rescue him. He is generally very weak 
£»* several days after these fits, although he inva- 
riably re-enters the field, if sufficiently xecovered 
to be. aUe to retain his seat on horseback, before 
the action is finished. In some instances he has 
done this, notwithstsuading he has been nearly 
speechless from the severity of the fit. In short, 
he is altogether a most wonderful man ; and were 
the numerous extraordmary incidentis of his life 
to be formed into a narrative, it would have more 
the semblance of romance than authentic biogra- 
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rpkj. He is, above all things^ ti sincere palriot, 
!aild certainly a bright omameot tb bis couDtry, 
"n^ich there can be but Uttle doubt he has been 
the principal means of continuing thus long a 
Republic. ' He has even dbo>wed the most deter^ 
snin^d resolution in resisting the attempts made 
by Bolivar's party to raise him to the sovereignty 
of the country, and that he will continue to do so 
there is biit Uttle doubt. A remaritable occur- 
, rence, which took [dace at Caraccas, will fi»rcibly 
illustrate his warmtii ^uad detennination as regaids 
this grand :consideration J 

y^'At a public dinner, which 'took place aftek* 

(akihg diat town» a member of Bolivar's party 

(proposed as a toast, that the President might be 

I constituted the monarch of Oolcunbia. His £x^ 

^cdiehcy openly thanked him for this proof of 

attachment, on which Paez arose, and taking 

his cudiiHoM from his belt, dpened it, and said 

emphatically, *' Should it ever be proved to me 

. that . Oeneral Bolivar aims at the sovereignty of 

; the Republic, I will plui^ this knife in his breast 

: itath lio more hesitation tlian I now strike it into 

the table," at the aame time d»hing it into the 

» 

* A k>D{ knife tif a peculiar make, shutting up ip a handlty 

i^with a strong aprin^ carried by mostof the nati?es of Coloni- 

bia for their use on their marches, and used as a weapon of 

defence on emergencies. The blade is about ten or twelve 

inches in length. 
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boaxd with all the strength he seemed to possess;^ 
He then seized the officer, who had proposed the 
toast, by the nape of the neck, and threw him on the 
floor of the apartmeht with the greatest violence. 
Bolivar, with his usualtact, applauded him for 
his sentiments, and, seeing that Pa^z but little 
relished the affair, loudly condemned the officer 
for his conduct. 

The mode of living adopted by the army in 
its encampment on the plains, was precisely the 
same a& that . followed by the Uaneros, who, 
although they are not epicures, are not indifferent 
to the good things of life, according to their own 
taste. Their methods of preparing food being 
novel to Europeans, I will describe some of 
them, which will give a good idea of the whole. 
When fresh-killed beef is to be eaten, they always 
select a joint which may be termed the ** saddle,^' 
it being formed of the two rumps, wluch they 
never divide. The hide is not stripped off, but 
the hair is burned away by the application of a 
flaming brand, which renders the skin hard and 
nearly impenetrable. Several joints of this de- 
scription being selected, a large hole is dug in the 
ground about five feet deep, and of a length and 
breadth in proportion to the quantity of meat to 
be dressed. The inside is completely lined with 
flat stones, and a brisk fire is maintained in it 
till deemed sufficiently hot. It is then cleansed 
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out perfectly, and the meat is placed witli the 
hide downwards on sticks, fastened from side to 
side horizontally, and large stones being placed 
over the hole to exclude the air, it is thus baked. 
The hide is drawn by the heat from the centre of 
the meat, but the sides are properly ^und tip, 
thus forming a natural receptiaLcle for the juices, 
in which they are admirably preserved, and flie 
use of dishes is rendered unnecessary. Joints 
thus prepared are termed ? Came con cuAro." ♦ 
Another dish, which is esteemed a high treat 
amongst them, is a sheep or goat,- with the skin 
left on in the manner before described, and the 
inside filled with turkeys, fowls, ducks, wild 
geese, pieces of pork, plantains, yams, calivahjsas, 
cassava-bread powdered, boiled maize, oranges, 
lemons, and any other ingredients which may 
chance to fall in their way, the whole being cut up 
into small pieces, and duly seasoned. The ani- 
mal being thus stufied,, is skewered together, and 
treated in the same way as the beef. When the 
viands are considered sufficiently dressed, a lo5ud 
blast proclaims it to the ofiicers, who immediately 
arrange themselves in a ring to enjoy the ilgpast. 
One of the soldiers, appointed a waiter on the 
occasion, sticks his lance into the me^^t, and thuis 
conveys it to the chief, who helps himself; .after 

* Meat with the hide on. 
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which it goes round, on the point of the knee, to 
all the rest. 

Their fevourite drinks are the aquaidiente and 
anise, which they 'will take in large quantities; 
bnt of weaker diluesits they have a great abhor* 
rence. As their mode of life naturally subjects 
them to many accidents, and they are without the 
benefit of any regular medical aid, they are eaoh 
instructed at an early age in the curative att; 
according to the ideas of it generally teceivtsd 
amongst themselves. The herb called " cocaisa ** 
is one of their most celebrated " curandoes/* and 
is, justly I believe, held in esteem both by the 
Llaneros and the Indians. There are several 
species of it ; but that bearing a leaf of a fine blue 
tint is considered to possess the most medicinal 
qualities. The leaves are pounded in a mortar, 
and are together, with the expressed juice, boiled, 
till the whole becomes of the consistency of a 
thick paste. It is then preserved for use, and if 
applied to any recent wound or cut, effectually 
heals it in a few days. Ulcers will also frequently 
yield to its eflBcacy. Another of their remedies 
is collected from certain small snakes, found in 
the grass tn the plains, whose sting it is said 
occasions the deprivation of all use of the bitten 
limb, and in some cases a temporary loss of 
speech. The Llaneros get as many of these rep- 
tiles together as they can, and cutting them open. 
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take out the fat from the inside, and clarify 
it ; afterwards it is made into a sprt of ointment, 
which they apply with great advantage to any 
womid occasioned by the venom of the snakes. 
From a description of milk which constantly oozes 
from a trunk of the caucho tree, these people con- 
trive to make a very good drink, colouring it with 
a mineral. They also form a preparation of" the 
same milk with a vegetable gum, in which they 
dip their few articles of apparel, and thereby ren- 
der th^n water-proof. 

The( short time we were encamped here was by 

/ far the most agreeable period I enjoyed daring my 

^ stay in the Republican service, while on duty. The 

delightful situation we were in, as regarded coun- 

;try, climate, and an abundance of provisions, 

' served to render it very pleasant^' Our time was 

howev^ too much taken up in the pursuit of 

amusements, and the discipline and organization 

of the troops were but little attended to. The 

enjoyment of the present moment seemed the 

pnncipal consideration at that time, as indeed it 

always was, with the majority of the native officers, 

who appeared to think little, and care still less, 

for the future. 

yOur time was chiefly occupied in shooting par- 
ties, making frequent incursions upon the inhabi- 
tants of the woods, which lay a fqrw miles from us. 
The parrots, which are found principally among 
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the palm-trees, suffered much by our visits p great ' 
numbers of them being killed. Thej^e delicioms s. 
eating and were of course highly esteemed in a 
situation where it was so extremely difficult to 
obtain any agreeable addition to the bill of fare 
presented to us by. the Llaneros. 

The( sports of the day concluded, the lianeros 
used to serenade us in our ranchas, singingi 
lively airs, aiid giving comic recitations, of their 
own composition.. Here, too, tobacco .was plen-\ 
tiful and excellent, the province of Varinas being . 
famed for its produce of that herbv As much as 
we required could now be procured for nothing; 
while, . on our previous march through Venezuela^ 
twenty and thirty dollars per pound were in vain 
offered for it. The benefit derived ,from the use 
of this herb on such a service may be questioned, 
and perhaps the idea ridiculed. It will always, 
however, be adequately appreciated by those who 
have ejqjerienced it. 

4 The natural playfulness of Paez's disposition, 
and the unceasing desire he evinced to render the \ 
British as happy as possible, greatly added to our | 
comforts and mirth. It would be difficult to i 
conceive a more amiable character, than that of 
this gallant man, in the more peaceable moments 
of his life. He was deservedly endeared to all. the 
British who ever served with hiin^ and, I believe, 
every one of them would have cheerfully died in 
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his defence had it been required of him. Nor 
were the efforts of the President to increase our 
comforts less conspicuous. It must be confessed 
that Bolivar was on all such occasions ever 
anxious to supply our wants, and frequently 
shared his own private stock of provisions with 
the British. The President is particularly liberal 
asid considerate in this respect ; and I believe that 
he always ielt the privations of the troops in 
their distressed situations qb inuch a& they did 
themselves. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

* 

Junction of the forces of Morales and La Torre— Deficiency in the* 
Independent military arrangements-^Battle of Carabobo— Bravery, 
of the Sambos — Intrepidity of the British Legion — ^Hesitation of 
the Llaueros — ^Flight of the Creole troops — Manner. in which 
General Paez recalled his followers — ^Dreadful charge of the 
Llaneros — ^Bravery and military skill of a young Spanish Coloiiel ' 
— Military generosity of General Paez — Complete defeat of the 
Spaniards — Carabobo termed the Waterloo of Colombia — ^Victory 
improperly attributed to Bolivar — ^His inactivity during the con- 
test, and probable cause of it — ^Deportment after the battle — ^Pro» 
motion of Colonel Mackintosh and the Author — British and Irish 
Legions united — ^Death of Colonel Ferrier — Loss in the battle-— 
One of the causes of the defeat of the Spaniards — Humour of a 
young Irish officer — Caraccas surrenders — Description of Caraccas 
— Port of La Guayra — Festivities of Caraccas — ^Description of the 
theatre — Hospitality of the natives — Addicted to unmeaning 
compliment — Jealousy of foreign superiority — Women of Colom- 
bia — ^Deportment at dinner parties— Singular custom — ^Their con- 
versationes — Fondness for bull fights. 

^Thjs way of life lasted a fortnight, at the expira-. 
tion of which the President received intelligence: 
that Generals Morales and La Torre had con-, 
centrated their forces on the plains of Carabobo ; 
and a council of war was summoned, to decide 
upon the best step which could be pursued. Ge- 
neral Paez, who was eager for the opening of the 
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campaign, urged the propriety of proceeding imme- 
^iateljft after them, and being seconded by Colonel 
Mackintosh, who had the command of the British 
Legion^ and the other principal officers, it was 
resolved that our camp should be broken up the 
next day. We therefore marched, but not, even 
in this ..instance, without some of the disadvantages 
which usually attended the Independent army, in 
consequence of the negligence of those who had 
the management of affairs. 

In a country like Colombia it can never be diffi- 
cult to. procure as many horses and mules as may 
be : required for any purpose, as by sending out 
guaBsos, * they can be procured without any ex- 
pense. Yet, notwithstanding this facility, there 
were not fifty horses, and mules in the whole, for 
the purpose of conveying the stores of the army, 
although the Llaneros had been kept in a state of 
perfect idleness from the earliest period of their 
arrival in the province. Just as we were about to 
move, this deficiency was thought of, . and a body 
of lancers was '. sent out in quest of some. They 
returned with a few, but not enough for the wants 
of the army, as the time allowed them was too 
shor^ to admit of a large number being taken. 

. We ' proceeded over the plains^of the Apure, 



* Persons. so termed, ivho are employed to catch wild cattle, 
&c. with the lazo. 
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towards the station occupied by the Royalists ; 
and, late in the night of the 2Sd Jdne 1821, 
arrived at the wood vrhich separates the plains 
we had traversed from those of Garabobo. The 
Spaniards were here assembled to the am<wnt of 
above 7000 ; and having, been encatnped nearly 
three weeks, and abundantly provided with prc^ 
visions, they were in fine ord6r and in high 
spirits. Being superior in number as well as eons» 
dition to the patriot force, which, including the 
Llaneros, were but few more than 5,000, it was 
fully expected that they would make a hard 
struggle with us for the victory. We had conti^ 
nued our journey by forced marches, the latter 
part of which we had been on a very short allow- 
ance of prbvisidns, about six plantains per diem, 
eaeh man, being all that could bespared. The troops 
were therefore much reduced, and, cotnpared io 
the Spanish army, apparently very unequal to the 
contest* The action was ordered to comm^ice 
the next miorning ; and, the neccBssary preparations 
bemg made, the men rested on their arms for about 
four hours. The British battalioa did not at that 
time amount to more than six hundred, tbe rest of 
the Legion which remained alive being distributed 
amongst the native corps, to introduce British dis- 
cipline amongst them.; 

There was only one known path leadii^ to the 
plains of Carabobo, which was through a Harrow 
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deiSle, scarcely large enough to .^dmit a file df 
men. Here the Spamards, on recemog an inti- 
mation of our approach, had placed the whole 
of their aitsUery, and diuwn up thdr entire ^rifiiy 
to prevent its being foireed. We had been ordered 
t<> attack this point and had mOv^ t6wards it, 
when one of the Indisln guides^ employed to con* 
dioet us over tiie plains, informed Bolivar that 
be kneVir of another- pass/ a little to the left of 
the defile, much smaller thati the one jujst de* 
iNiiifood/ which would, if cleared aif^ay, alSord 
MS an entrance, though it would be effected with 
difficulty. Td this plassage I was directed to 
take the blacks, in ord6r to reD:M>ve the impedi- 
iJMnts with their m^chettib; the British l^ion 
and the Lteneros, with the other natiye trbops, 
b^g commanded to follow forthwith. I therefore 
marched them in double quick time to the pass, 
and had OTon the satisfactioh of se^oig them clear 
a good passige; The Span) Ards perqeiving this, 
also t>roeeedlbd with the same quiclmess; but 
9^ thdy jmd not tiine to move their artillery^) they 
left it with one liaktalidn tO' guard it at th% defile. 
The(Sambos, having .^c»rked tfa^ way to the end 
|of the wood, ndw loudly caHed for permission to 
'descend the bank which' bounded /the plain of 
jCarabobo, ahd to commence the aKStion. They 
Ikbd noit completed the p^assage to my v^ishes, but 
knowing how mUch depended on the energies of 
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the troops when the odds were so much against 
them, I was unwilling to damp their ardour, and 
therefore consented. 

• 'We accordingly entered the plain, the Sambos 
rushing on like tigers, and the British Legion, 
under Colonel Mackintosh, following tbem with! 
all the cool steadiness for which they had been so; 
long famed. Immediately the whole of- the Spa-i 
hish musketry was discharged at the Patriots,- 
and the brave fellows were brought, downdn' 
great numbers by the first volley. The whole '■ 
of the native troops, seeing the appalling situation? 
of their companions, could not be brought ta 
enter the field, not even the Llaheros, the bravoes \ 
of the Apure^ who had till then been considered ; 
invincible, and not to be daunted. AH of them ^ 
fled, as did some of the inexperienced troops^ 
sent out by General Devereux, who had been ! 
united, by the direction of Bolivar, into a bat- 
tfelibri) under Colonel Ferrier, a very brave offrcfer:^' 
fit was not, until General Paezhad lanced up-^ 
wards of twenty of his men with his own hand,* 
that he could succeed in rallying them andl 
bringing them on the field. He then, at theirj 
head, dashed over the plain, and enacted, Ibe-' 
lieve, more wonders than any officer had ever 
done in Colombia before. Meanwhile, Colonel 
Mackintosh led on his handful of troops with 
the greatest coolness, and with a degree of 
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/toilfide&<^e and courage but . seldom manifested 
I tinder such circumstances, being deserted by all 
'the troops, save the blacks and the few Eng- 
lish sailors attached to them, anil in the front 
of 7>000 men, who could have annihilated him 
with ease. ' He moved his men steadily on till 
they had completely formed, amidst the destruc* 
tive fire which had been kept up in sections by 
the enemy after their first general discharge, and 
then, after a volley, charged with the bayonet 
into the thickest of the Spanish lines,) 
. /In conjunction with the Sambos, the legion 
had 'forced the centre before the. Llaneros came 
jinto the field, and had destroyed hundreds of their 
j^opponents ; but when Paez entered and comV 
menced his dreadful charge upon the devoted 
Royalists, the deistruction of .them was horrible, 
and any attempt to describe it would be in vain. 
The charges were repeated several times, each 
adding to the general slaughter; and the other 
native troops, perceiving that there was little doubt 
of the success of their party, now entered th6 
^ plain, and busily employed themselves in cutting 
ioff portions of the Spaniards who had separated 
.;thetnselves firom the main body, and putting them 
to death. In one hour from the time Mackintosh 
entered the plain, five entire battalions of the 
. enemy had lain down their arms, and the others,. 
Ulrho were the survivors, had^aken flight. Only 
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2^000 in the whole escaped, the rest weie 9il putt 
to death. One young officer at the head of his \ 



regiment, who had behaved with gfeat gaUfinlry 
dnrmg the battle, remained (sa the field !fig^tilig 
to the last, after all . the oth^s had disperse 
when, pereeiy^g that there was no chaace of 
contendii^ long^t with success, he moved -hi9 neii 
off in a very ^pod, regulso* manner ; and so struck 
wa« Paez with the bravery he disqplayed, that he 
would not allow him to be attacked on his 
masterly retreat. 

The su^ess of thijs battle was,^ as may possibly . 
have been seen^ 6i the utmost impcfrtaxuse io the 
cause of liberty. Had the Republicans fooen 
defeated, they must have bidden fistrewell to all 
hope of iadepgndence for sometime at l^st; but, 
as it was« the Royalists were aln»)st ,Q<Hiipara- 
tively annihilated ; andi^o great were the advan-: 
tages derived from this battle, a^d so decisive 
did it prov% th»lt the natives have ever stylad^ 
it the "WatCTloo" of Colombia. Tte sueeesa 
of it, however, . in all the published accounts 
was, with the ^greatest injustice, attribute^ ^ 
Bojiivar, notwithstanding it was obvious to aill 
who wete concerned in it that he had not ike 
slightest {mrticipation in producdng it. His Esdel^ 
lency remained during the whole action so oomr 
pletely paralysed (as I presume) in consequence 
of the terror . displayed by the native forces at 
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lUie onset, and the fear which he aust have eMer- 
Itained, in oommoii with many otheca, Huit tiie 
|ti»ops which were on the field codd not witk^ 
j^taad the heavy fixe of the enemy^ that l)e was 
i^imiable to give a single (xder, neither did he utter 
one direction, during: the whole battle* 
. The President (did not recover himsdf till vic^ 
tory was proclaimed ojk the part of the Bepub^ 
lifeans, and. the enemy had left the field, when he 
ran to General Paez and embraced. him warmly, 
mid promoted him to the lank of Captain General. 
Jie Ihen embraced Cc^nel Mackintodi, and con* 
'fisrried upon him the rank iof General of Division^, 
and proceeding through the ranks of the Legion, 
embraced every man, and bestowed upon tiie 
whole the order of libertador. The twarenmants 
of thcBxilish and Irish Legions were united by bis 
-^isodlency's command, and were named on <tie 
field ^* the Regiment of Carabobq.y^Odonel Ferrier, 
who had oommanded tilie fragment of, Devereux's 
ilsaops, fellwith the colours of his party in his 
hand, which he had just retaken firom a Spaniard, 
ile was subsequentiy buried with military ho- 
nours. 

.,' His Excellency also did me the honour of 
<^reating me a general officer in the army, and of 
mvesting me with all the privileges of a citizen 

* This rank was subsequently taken from the Colonel^ in con- 
sequence of some pique entertained against him. 
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of Colombia, and I moreover received a grant ofi 
land. Bolivar^ in this instance, with a candour that) 
does him honour, gave the entire cc^dit^ofr tfaeac-- 
tion tQ.the British, the Llaneros, and the Sambo{«,< 
and confessed that he was not entitled to 4;be least I 
merit on the occasion* To Colonel Mackintosh 
can alone be given the military merit of it, as 
without his cool intrepidity and masterly tactics, * 
the whole force must have been destroyed. Of 
the patriot troops. there wereLkilled^-rBritish 150^, 
Llaneros, near 300, and Sambos and the seamen } 
miited to them, 450Ly The latter body would not 
have suffered ' so severely, but that they received 
&e whole of the first tremendous fire dischara^d 
bysthe enemy. A large proportwn of each was 
wounded. This battle would not have been 
gained so easily but for the misunderstanding 
whicbfaad for some time^before existed between 
the two Spanish, chiefs, Morttles and La Torre. 
After the action I took up my quarters in the 
house of a peasant, where they had both been 
lodged previous to the coming up of the Inde-| 
pebdent army, the owner of which informed me/ 
that many of their hours of privacy were passed) 
in continued bickerings, each being jealous of { 
the other. This feeling being at length made 1 
known to the troops, it communicated to them a \ 
spirit of discontent', and an inclination towards, 
party squabbles, according to their difierent viewig 
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of the case ; and this variance^ no doubt, greatly 
damped their ardour in the conflict. 

The Royalist Generals now fled to Portobello, 
/taking with them all the troops which had escaped 
ifrom the last battle, excepting the regiment' al- 
lowed by Paezto get away/. and that had gone 
to Caraccas) After staying a few days on the 
plain to recruit the troopi^, who were much ex- 
hausted, it became a matter of discussion between 
the Generals Bolivar and Paez^ • whether, the 
army should proceed at once to Portobello, in 
order to complete the destruction of the Spanish 
force, as^ recommended by the latter, or march 
towards the city of-Caraccas, to reduce it, as pro- 
posed by his Excellency. The. President pre- 
vaited, and we therefore went thither as soon as 
l^i the strength of the troops would periiit) 

After another harassing march, in, which, as 
^n all others in South America, the dearth of 
Iprovisions and the immense labour and Tatigue 
Icontributed materially to thin our ranks, we ar-. 
irived within eight leagues of the city, and halted 
for the night in a small wood^ intending to match 
forward in the morning, and comnience the attack 
the next evening. 

It was usual with the President, whenever he 

could by any means obtain a supply of provi- 

. sions, to invite his ofiicers around him, and share 

it equally between them ; and I have frequently 
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known him to resenrelbr himself but a very sleti^ 
der portion. The ni^t ^d which we halted at the 
wood^ his E^Lcdlency invited the whole of the;^ 
officeffs lb d party, and seated in a ring we Xiid 
justice to some good wine and porter» which B6^ 
Uvar had received from Angostura. In tbe midst 
of our* con'riviality, it was observed bya^youi^ 
Irish officer^ who possessed a great, flow of 
humour, and was much noticed by Bdlvar^ ibM 
he did notiidnk the Prudent would take Carai?- 
cas. . No particular notice of this remark was taken 
at iiie tiine^ as he was continually joking on some 
to^; and we retired early to bivouac for the 
nigbt* Not so with the officer just alluded to, who 
took three of the baggage mules belonging to the 
anny, and having borrowed an equal number oi 
dresses from General officers, without mentioning 
kis jQQtbtive, arrayed himself in one,' and decked 
out his own servant, and also fiiine (whcm h^ faaid 
induced to go with him) dh the bthenr; With 
these men, who veere both Irish, aaid eag^er fiMr any! 
adventure that promised them: a ^frolic, he rode off 
to GarsM^cas as fest as the mules could carry lnm« 
Arrived there, he went up with :a flag of truee; 
and desired to see the Spanish govemoiv pre- 
tending that he had b^to sent by^ Bolivar to ' offer 
him terms of capitulation, and Mserting that the 
Patriot army was not more than tlu^e miles ironi' 
the city. 
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^The governor, being completely, taken by suir-» 
prise, as he had never apprehended the approach 
of an enemy> and knowing that his ; own fi>rcea 
%tf ere , unequal to combat with Bolivar's . arm^> 
Wtti only eager Ao ensure the lives of himself and 
fiito upon any tenns« He, therefore, withovl 
questioning the 'authority of the person he.^vras 

■ tJDeating with, or requesting to see his credentials; 

. \ slonce agreed to surrender the town to Bolivar; 

1 upon the agent Aligning a stipulation, on behalf of 

^ thei Premdent, that' himself \ and troops shetdd be 

treated with all ilue respec^and fumifihed with 

alL things necessary for their support till they 

oould leave the city^ -when they should have safe 

conduct to any part of Venezuela th^y pleased to 

go to, which; should sK: that time be. in possession 

of the Royalists. These terms being agreed to and 

j signed, the Lieutenant returned to the army to 

i feport the suecees of his nocturnal e^ocurBion. 

He c^one within sight of tis j ust as we had <K>m« 
menced th^ inarch. Severed ^nyquiries had beeti 
previously made for him, and cohjecture was busy 
as to the cause of his absence. \ When, howeveri 
we saw him appcoaoh in his borrowed plumei^ 
accompanied by the two gaily dressed servants^ 
it was imagined that he had been playing some 
/trick upon the inhabitants of a nei^bount^iitiie 
town. Riding up to Bolivar, with assumed gca^^ 
vity he presented to his Excellency the teimsj 



206 RECOLLECTIONS OF A' SERVICE 

of: capitulation, and informed hiin the city of Ca-j 
raccas was his own, and tiiat he might march into 
it as soon as he pleased. Bdivar refused to listen 
to him, merely laughing at what he supposed td 
be a made-up tale; but at length, seeing the sig*; 
nature of the governor, and his seal affixed to thei 
document, he became satisfied as to the correctness 
of it. We marched into the city the same evehing,* 
and! the inhabitants received us with open arms.*^ 
Our Lieutenant acquired; by this adventure the 
name of "The town-taker.'*: He was a bravej 
young m2^n, though thoughtless. He rose ra- 
pidly in the army; but; hot long after I left Ihe; 
country, was killed, at tlie re-capture of Maracaibo 
by the Royalists) > ' 

The city of Caraccas is erected in a most de<« 
lightful spot, termed the vale of Arragon, at an 
elevation of more than 3000 feet above the level 
of the sea. It is irregularly built ; but when viewed^ 
from the extremity of the vale, or from the neigh- 
bouring inountains, it is excessively grand in its 
appearance, and is perhaps the' more so from its 
irregularity. It contains ^ several squares of good 
size, ornamented with fountains, that are conti- 
nually. laving the city, and which give it a degree 
of coolness not experienced on the plain, although 
but a few yards' from it The buildings are all spa- 
cious and of hahdsome cohstnlction. Every house 
is a mansion, and has beautiful gardens - attached 
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tOiit^ very tastefully laid oitt. In all the buildings 
a fine white stucco is used, which adds much to 
their splendid, appearance. It also contains a 
l^ge theatre, which was originally erected by the< 
Royalists, to draw the pec^le into the pursuit of 
pleteisure, in order to make \them the more easily 
and insensibly submit to . the yoke they were 
preparing for them; It is upon the whole a most 
enchanting place of residence ; and situated as it is 
in: rone of the finest vallies in the world • it would 
be as healthy as beautiful did not a bad arrange^ 
ment, respecting the sewers of the city, render it 
otherwise. In each street is one or two shallow 
drains, for the conveyance of . the domestic filth 
and the rain-water beyond the city. These are 
covfered with flat pieces of stone, in such a man- 
njer as to leave interstices between them, that 
the drain may receive the water which runs in 
torrents from the houses during the wet seasons. 
The unwholesomeness' of the exhalations, which 
continually arise from these openings, is ex- 
tp&mely offensive, and in conjunction with a large 
pond at the.extreihity of the city, where the con- 
tents 4of aU are emptied, and where the offensive 
matter is allowed to decompose, serves to engen- 
d& fevers of a malignant nature, or at lea:st these 
disorders have been, with good apparent reason, 
attributed to such causes. Happily four or five 
clear streams run constantly through the. city. 



i 
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which teaid, in somed^iee, to counteract these 
injurious e:KhaIations. 

La Guayra^ which is the(port of Gsdraecas, is 
five leagues distant from ibe city, the raad lying 
acroiss a bianch of the Cordillera} of the Andes, 
between 6^000 and 7,000 feet above the sea. On 
this road, whicb is excessively diflScult of access, 
*» one sibsll building used as an inn, and tenned 
''La Yenta,"* from its situation. This forms a 
very goiod resting place for travellers, and they 
are sometimes provided with very bad refresh-^ 
ments at an esxorfoitant rate, and at others notfaix^ 
of the kind is to be obtaitted.| Above 100,000 
Indians are reported to have been sacrificed in 
Urn construction of this road« They were dtainei; 
together by d&e. Spaniards, and thus cornpeUed; 
to work/ exposed to every descriptibn of want, 
and oppressed by every cruelty that could be in- j 

_ * 

flioted ; i^smains c£ the pavement laid down by i 
them are stiU to be seen^ The sides of the moim* 
ta^ins are thickly covered with wQod> whon besn- 
tiful fdiiai^ sheds a bri^t lustre over their rugged 
and inaccessible surfaces. Numerous t^mces 
are seen rising with perfect regularity above each 
other, every one.beii^ a separate plantation .^ 
coffiee, plantains, coeoa, &c. The view of Iftie 

• A road-side inn. 

t This was the case during the war. Peace may have altered 
its civcumslances. 
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adjacent comttry, from tiie wuKHug' path leading 
oyer the mountain, k varied and delightfaL Here 
are frequently seen large droves of mules winding 
their vireary vray along the rog'ged road, every 
step tbxeatening to cart them down into the 
alsyss below, as often proves their fate. 

La Goayra itself is desolated and dreary, in 
ecmseqneace of the earthquake of 1812. About 
300 yard0 in its rear rises a chain of mountains, 
td the perpendicular height of above 9000 feet, 
wlsch^ carusing a powerfid^ reflection of the solar 
rays oa the port, togedier with its latitude 10^, 
renders the hea( neatly ins\ipportable, and the 
place altogetho unhealthy^ As; a port it is par- 
ticularly inconvenient, for several reasons } among 
which its distance firom the city itself, and the 
very unsafe rendezvous it affords to ships, are 
bx from the. most inconsiderable. There is, in 
fact, no harbour, uoxless a very insecure roadstes^ 
may . be so teamed. The Coqnita cables are 
eagerly sou^ after by vessels trading to this 
port, as also along the cioast, being much safer 
and more durable liian those of heisip. 

In order to efj^eetually secore the affections of 
. the people of Caraccas^ which he knew were ever 
en the wane, hrs Excellency ordered a succession 
of entertainments to be prepared for their diver- 
skxi,. axid for several days there was nothing to be 
seen or heard of but dancing, feasting;^ and b«flt- 

VOL. n. p 
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fighting. The^ theatre was mafle use qf^.^nd ^1. 
the officers, who possessed ahy dra^^ ta^^^,) 
were requested to form themselves into^ a cppi- 
pany, and thus several pieces w^ere respec^tably.. 
perfornied. The theatre is entirely without a. 
roof, as in fine weather the heat occasioned by 
such a large assemblage could not be sustained in! 
a covered building. In the wet » seasons it is . 
but rarely occupied, and then it has a tarpauling ; 
drawn over it) It is large, and has a pif:, three 
tiers of boxes, and a gallery of very great dimen- 
sions/ .The boxes are covered to exclude the 
rays of the sun, which might destroy: the finipjl 
complexion of the ladies, who here, as >vell ^9^ 
the gentlemen, enjoy the privilege of smokinjj 
cigars, and holding conversations, after which 
they are. often seen indulging in a nag^ Freedom 
is the order of. the day in Colombia, and neither, 
sex lay any restraint upon their inclinationsjj^ 

The higher orders of society throughout thj^ 
Republic, have several good qualities, combined|^ 
with a great deal. of inconsistency, and ,fnan¥( 
errors. They are excessively kind and charit|Lble, 
to persons in distress, and in the exercise of their^ 
benevolence they are not influenced by 8iny na- 
tional feelings. EVery stronger who visjts theii. 
shores is welcome to their tables,, and hospit^ity , 
in its most unlimited sense, is in no CQuntry more . 
liberally, and at the same time more delicately^: 
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observed than in Colombia. In their intimacies 
they* are reserved and open, volatile and gloomjr, 
polite and uncouth, according to the caprice of 
Ae' moment. In their professions of friendship,^ 
.they aire insincere ;'^and, indeed, so regardless are 
sthey of truth, that they never consider it at all 
iiecessary to recollect any promise they may have 
made. When a stranger is first introduced to a 
family, it is common for the master of the house 
to tell him, that himself and all that belong to 
him are at his disposal, yet the next day the 
same person will pass him in the streets unheeded 
If a traveller sees a native mounted on a fine horse 
which he may admire, he is instantly told that 
the horse is his own, and shall be sent to hiim in 
an hour, but he never receives the present, nor is 
the promise ever thought of afterwards, 1 have, 
, in the course of a ride of a couple of hours with 
^a native, known the same horse to be given, to 
twenty different persons, many of whom have 
merely looked at the aninial ; and the person thus 
litieraUy disposing of it has, at the commence- 
ment of our ride, given it to myself with just the 
same parade and professions of regard. 

'The Colombians are, perhaps, of all people, 

the most influenced by circumstances. When 

I in poverty or difficulty of any sort, they will 

'descend to the greatest meanness and servility, 

but on the contrary, when exalted by wealth 
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or power> their assumed pride is iiic<«ceivaUe. 
When the destiny of their country hung by a hair, 
D^hen their own armies were prored incapable of 
QOQtending with the veteran troops of. Spain, their 
attention and prqmi^s to thosie foreigners who 
engaged in their cause, exceeded the bounds of 
probability ; but when their freedom was achieved, 
9B it literally was by the latter, scarcely a Creole 
was to be found who would award the meed of 
praise to those who had bled in defence of the 
rights of his country. Their jealousy of foreign 
talent, whether exerted in the field or elsewhere, ; 
knows nq liwts. This ungenerous fediing belongs 
exclusively to the higher qte^ses^ The peasantry 
are aU a humbJe civil iiace, and are proud to be 
Qommanded by foreign^, from a consciousness 
(as they themselves e^^press it) of their superiority 
in the field over theii: Qwn countrymen.: From 
this tractable trait of character, I must , however 
totally exempi; the JUaneros of the plains, as they 
are utterly uncontroulable except: by their own 
chiefe, and even as regards them, I have frequently 
observed, while serving with them, that they con- 
sidered it a point of favour to obey an order. 

(The better orders of females in Colombia are 
extremely affable> aad seem to inherit a degree of 
natural politeness, which is certainly not produced 
by education^. Those of New Grenada are less 
informed than the inhabitants of Venezuela, and 
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fv(m not enjoying^ till very recently, the same 

uitercourse with foreigners, were much more 

reserved, at the time I was in the country. Most 

of them, in both divisions of the Republic, a're 

very comely, at an early age, but their beauty 

is of shcA-t dumtion ; their teeth are spoiled very 

quickly by the constant use of dulce ; and after 

they arrive at twenty-eight or thirty, ttey all 

speedily assume an appearance of very advanced 

age^ Their complexions vary according to the 

particular place they inhabit, but all possess very 

fine and long hair, bright sparkling eyes, and beau- 

tiful teeth, at an early age ; but.;I cannot say that 

/^any of them pay that due regard to delicacy and 

cleanliness, so usually observed in other countried^ 

Education is scarcely ever attended to by the pa<^ 

rents, and it is therefore a rare occurrence to find 

a female, even of the most superior families, who 

can read or write, ^heir principal accomplish-^ 

/tnent is dancing, in which they all excel. I have^ 

never seen a Creole of any degree, that did not go 

^through the intricate evolutions of their native 

dances with much grace and elegance. Their 

other amusements are wholly of a sensual nature ; 

and, indeed, the intellectual bears but a very 

small proportion in the scale of their pursuits 

^throughout life. There is, in consequence of the 

i narrowness of their education, an universal dearth 

^ of conversation throughout the female society in 



,\ 



2}4 REtOLLECTIONS OF A SERVICE 

Colombia, save upon the little topics of the day; 
$uch as their dresses, balls and feasts, and lastly - 
their domestic scandal, in which they indulge to : 
'an extent that is disgusting. Their convei^ationes \ 
are generally held in the fore part of the day, ai^d | 
they usually sit on large sofas, in clusters, the legs ■ 
crossed d la Turque, and their drapery arranged | 
in such a manner as to expose their ancles), which, 
with their feet, are commonly very prettily formed. 
The former are^generally ornamented with brace- 
lets, and they wear garters, which have tassels of 
gold or silver descending from them, which they 
take care shall be seen. Here they smoke cigars^ 
receive the homage of their gallante) and listen 
to and retail the tales in circulation to the preju- 
dice of their neighbours. Wo unto her who has 
the temerity to endeavour to eclipse the other 
members of her circle in any entertainment or 
equipage. There is not a fault in the scale of female 
frailty that will not be unhesitatingly heaped 
upon her devoted head, and she is at length 
driven from the field entirely. The feasts of the 
Colombians are profuse, and of frequent occur- 
rence, in which they spare no expense. Their 
tables are loaded till ready to sink beneath their 
burdens, but it is without the slightest obser- 
vance of taste or comfort. A singular custom 
prevails among the ladies of Colombia, .particu- 
larly the higher class. At the close of any fpast; 
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Uitdektrpon such delicacies as reniaih'on the table 
ixM6tiched, which generally consist of diilce and 
trther irvreeftmeats. With these' they fiH their hand- 
kerchiefs ' as fiist ais possible, and hand them over 
ttf' their' own domestics, who are in waiting at 
iStWrtt 'entertainments; and who walk home with 
tkeir respective booties. These attacks often end 
in quan^ls. and sometimes in certain damages to 
the persons of the fair scramblers;^ who are not re- 
Aatkable for their gentleneiss on such occasions. 
Ksaw, upon one affair of this kind, at the house of 
/Geiieral Bariho, at Rosario de Cucuta, several 
'!of the ladies, the table, and its contents, with the 
Iseats, &c. thrown on the floor of the apartment, 
i where they remained attacking each other with 
, the utmost vehemence, amidst the general wreck ; 
and one damsel, who had gallantly withstood the 
aissaults of her numerous antagonists, and had 
ll6me off the greatest proportion of the plunder, 
' was loudly applauded for her prowess, and finally 
\ chaired iound the room in triumph by her male 
ddttifrerslr 

;^ext to eating arid dancing, bull-baiting and 
^66k-fighting seem to hold the most distinguished 
(^&6e in their amusements. These eommonly 
I occur on all public festivals, and are per- 
formed in the plazas of the towns. The ladies 
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occupy the surrounding windows or benches, 
arranged in the open air, and regularly applaud 
any particular (eat with great earnestness. Not 
only, indeed, do they look on these disgusting and 
sanguinary scenes with perfect indifference as to 
the sufferings of the tortured animals, but less widi 
an expression of pity than of delight^ 
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CHAPTER X. 

Author'a attempt to adjust the daim of tbe representatives of Major 
Beami8h*-Sec<»nd journey to Rosario de Gucuta — Interview with 
General Santander — Treatment of the claim by Congress — ^Au- 
thor determines to quit the Colombian service— Sketch of the 
career of the Vice-IVfiBklent Santaiider — ^Discontent of the Bri- 
tish o£Scer8 — ^Author induced to take another command — ^Inac- 
tivity and apathy of the Independents before Portobello— 
Escape of General Morales — Desolation produced by the war — 
Pi^mlation of the Republic — Mixed nature of the different races 
•—State of the Indiaii8--^apture of a Spanish force at Ocumare— 
Final rejection of the claims of the representatives of Major 
Beamish — ^The health of the Author materially affected — ^Deter- 
• mines to quit the Colombian service— Visits General Arismendet 
*-£mbaiks for Guragop, and obUged to return— Embarks in a 
brig bound for England — A lady placed under his protections- 
Wrecked off one of the Bahama islands — Obstinacy of master and 
crew — Narrow escape— Saves part of the cargo — Sails for England. 

pjERCJEivjNO that any further military movements 
were not likely to take place for some time, I took 
the liberty of reminding his Excellency of the 
promise he had made me^ that I should have an 
opportunity of arranging the affairs of Major B^ea- 
mish, ^and I also requested some part of my 
arrears of pay, as did many other officers at the 
same time. To my surprise, the latter was re- 
fused, in all cases, on the old plea of inability, and 
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aU * that > <eould be obtained ^ was Isi renewal/ of* ph)^ 
mises'; though at the same moment it was manj- 
festto every one, that more money thati was suffix 
oient to have satisfied the oiSScers and -troops was 
squandered away in a profusion of banquets and 
ridiculous pageantry, which could cMily have been 
gratifying to the vanity of the proiiKrter of if.* 
The fulfilment of the promise which I had received/\ 
suid had regarded as inviolable, of having the w^ \ 
cessary letters of recommendation^ and certifideitei^ 
respecting Major BJbamish's battalion, was now; 
in common with every other, avoided. When I 
pressed for them, his Excellency repeated hi^ 
former observation, that they were unnecessary, as 
the Congress would receive the claims with alP 
the liberality I could desire.) 
/L therefore started^ once more for Rosario de 
Cucuta; but, from the cause just mentioned, in 
very straitened circumstances, and under great | 
difficulties. There was evidently a desire, on thei 
part of Bolivar, to prevent this journey, as hte not i 

* I 

• • Persons were empl6yed to celebrate his prowess and - 
aclii^vements in numerous donnets, which were hourly sang by 
others through Caraocas. Aliegorical entertainments were 'got 
up, in which Bolivar was Represented as. the God oi War, mid 
addresses of congratulation, on his entry into.,tI^e city, wej;e pr^« 
pared by his own friends, for the signatures of such of the inha- 
bitants as could write, in which he was styled *' Simon the 
Heaven-born.'*^ 
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iu>t( pikly witbfaeld the letters be had promised; but 
;the usual warrants for the impressment of muks 
u|)oa th0 journey. I was however determined to 
go at all I haa»jrds> and with a very sleniier purse 
started^ and after a tedious journey of nearly 
six weeks, reiacbed the seat of government. I 
waited upon General ^ntander. iVho received me 
with great politeness, but declined to enter upon 
thek subject for which I had taken the journey 
ttere, as he was about to depart for Caraccas, 
wither, he had been ordered by Bolivar. Not 
willing/ to lose the chance of receiving the decisioQ 
ofi.tfafe CoBgress before his departure, I earnestly 
piiesMd him to allow me to enter into the particu* 
lars of it. He did so, but at onqe told me that 
the Congress would never listen to : any claim of 
the kind, as Major Bbamish /had not. made any 
stipulation with the authorities of Venezuela, and 
bis intentions were not known to them, until the 
arrival of the troops in the country. He afterwards 
mentioned the subject to some of his own friends^ 
who were also members of the Congress, and they 
at once agreed, that any application to the govern- 
ment assembled would be useless; telling me, 
itbat as. the JMajor had been so incautious as to 
equip a body of men for the service of the Repub- 
lic, without first stipulating for a proportionate 
remuneration, his family must abide by the conse- 
; qiiences. Equally surprised and indignant, at this 
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ungrateful return (as I conceded it) fw my de- 
ceased friend's efforts to serve the c6untry^ I 
shevired the letters v^hich General Arismendez had 
^ven me> testifying the excellent discipline of the 
men when they arrived at Margarita, and the 
Complete manner in which they were clothed and 
appointed ; but was told that all were unavailing, 
as the Government would not consider themselv&s 
bound to satisfy any claim made under such cir- 
cumstances, (I then waited upon the principal 
members of the Congress in succession, endea'^ 
vouring to interest them in the matter, but none 
of them gave me the slightest hope of success, . 
though a few of them offered to support the claim | 
if brought forward in the House. This I deter- 
mined to do) not wishing to leave any chance un-* 
tried of procuring a favourable issue. 

Theipongress having assembled^)by the order of v 
Santander, to appoint a person to fill his office 
duripg his absence at Caraccas, I attended> and^ 
with some difficulty obtained permission to state \ 
the citcumstances of the claim to thenu Having 
done so, ^e or six of the members arose in sup- 
port of it, and argued upon the justice of the 
demand with great firmness and eloquence^ Senors 
Pepys and Marco, and General Romana, were 
particularly anxious for the honour of their coun- 
try, and to prevent the stigma which would other- 
wise be thrown upon its liberality and gratitude. 
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that it should be settled, upon tbe same terms os 
soBie of the others, i^hicb'had been, treated accord- 
fflg-to the specific contractafonned. 

/Three or fcmv days after tMa defSssioh^ I received 
I orders from Bolivar to take the force 1 had pre- 
^ykmsly comaaanded to Portobello, where the Spa- 
JBiardis still were ; and which^ in order to prevent 
^aoy ftrrther-ititerruption fromth^Btn^ his Excellency 
l^d resolved to invest. Disgusted, however, at the 
' m^xmer in which the claims on behalf of my late 
friend had been received, and having but too much 
TOascm to apprehend that I sfaoiikl experience much 
Ihe same treatment widi respect to the arrears of 
pay and prize-moisiey due to myself— all settlement 
of Ayhich had been deferred till the nieeting of the 
Congress at Santa-£6 de !3ogota~-I de^termined to 
leave the service altogetker, unless an. immediate 
and satisfactory guarantee were given .me, that an 
'-ultimate settlement should take place. With this 
intention, I went with Gcaieral S^fiiniander to Ca- 
raccas, and, soon, after I reached it, had an oppor- 
tunity of learning the- ready zeal with which the 
^^e^President obeyed the directions of his master. 
Seventeen hundred Spaniards, who. had composed 
the garrison of Caraccas, wierfe still left in the. city, 
tinder the assurance given them that they would 
'receive honourable treatment^ They had hitherto 
been waiting for the arrival of some vessels to con- 
vey them to Portobello, which had been purposely 
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deteyed-by^-thte Ittd^pebkKnts, ks It 'Wk'the wisli; 
of BoKviar to put them oiit of the wajr. He there- 
foife tsent for Santamftr, ^o take comtodhd of the 
gaairison he intended to leave m the city, \irhile'lie 
went to Portobello, and ordered the Vice-PiHesident 
td put the whole of the prisoners ' t6 dedth during 
hi» absence. How tMs could be justified, or under 
wh^t pretext it was done, I know not; it was ib 
total violation of the treaty of Santa Anna, wherein 
it was agteed that the war-of-extertninati6n should 
cease for ever; and that treaty was never broken^ 
by the Spaniards' till after this massacre. It was 
also contrary to the assurances his Excellency had 
given, under his own hand, to the Spanish Gover- 
nor, on entering the city. It was, however, in 
spite of all, completed; and ^ntander,/in the 
literal obedience of his orders, suffered not one 
of them to escape^ They were put to deith after' 
I left the city. * ' *' •' 

Gerteral Santander is a native of Hosairio if6?* 
Cucuta, where his parents had long resided. before^ 
the Revolution had agitated the country, in ibh^i-' 
derable affluence and respectability. riiisfitHer 
was a man of acknowledged talent, and had 
acquired great reputation for ability and integ^fty 
as a Professor of Law, for which also the Generat 
was intehded. He had prosecuted his studies ' 
with great prospect of attaining celebrity, when a 
revolting piece of cruelty on the part of the' Spa- 
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ii^aj:(Js,^ ^ffi^jxHie^ by % pimpil»$ta»fle of. sQine ^si»guf ' 
larityjy Q()<|asiQ;^4 an ,al,te^atioa in his; pwsuids^.i) u 

jAfier ij;bp capture of tUe city; of Bogota by tbw^t 
Ri^ya^li^ts, t)^ feather ,of SantaodeF, vrho.iiii^s 
s^tirongly . ^suspfc^^ to be . mclmed tcKMrfirds « tfaa 
R^p^bMoan' iptere^t,, w^s. immediately taken, aad, 
aftpr. the (9101, of a t^ial, was> with many other 
]iipmb^x§;of bis. profession/, put to death. At this 
tinpie the whole of his family were living at Bogota^i 
bayinjj. retired thither firom Cucuta on the approaeh 
of t^e Royalists ; and, as a gratification of their 
diabolical revenge, the Spaniards determined^ to 
sacrifice every one of them, and commanced a 
most aptive .search for them, but without effect. 
S^ntander's mother, who was aged and enfeebled, 
with (I believe) an only daughter, took refuge in a 
subterraneous cavern, not far from the city, where 
the^jT repT^ihed unobserved, hat suffering the most 
dreadful privations that could be endur^, till 
finally .the, i'^enerable parent breathed her last sigh 
in.the,aTOS.9f her daughter, being literally starved 
todeath. 

^^a^tander, who had, in the general confusion,, 
bepcpne separated from his relatives, unable to 
ai^fta,ii3L their retreat, fle4 into another province, 
aiji|i;:ev9j^d his purwer^ effectually. Meantime a^ 
yguflg :mah,* wh'o so, much resembled the General 
as ^ji^ve been frequeaatly mistaken for. him by. 
th^i;;jputual, f?iends,< was apprehended by a piwty 
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of the Spanttrds^ and pat to ittstaiit death, hm 
body being left to decay on themomtaiM where h^ 
was muidered, ^vkhoiit borial. The sister of San- 
tander, who had, afiter the dec^wse of her motiier, 
wandered abroad in the vain hc^ of meeting bet 
brother, and of veceiTing some pfoteidaoa fi&m 
him, was by chance led to the spot where the 
body of the young man lay, and bdieviag, freiA 
the resemblance, that it was the object of h^f 
search, became delirious, and, after a pilgrimage 
of some months' continoanice through the. co«intrf; 
died. 

These and oilier domestic calamities, irith tte 
total rug a<^ > H of Ms prospects of rismg m his -pto^ 
fession (the poliey ol Morillo being to destrajraH 
persons of education and talent^ induced him to 
enter the army, that he might have aa opfmtiinaty 
iif aves^ng the manifold iii|miesL he bad snstaivedi 
Having procured a. conunm^n, be drsplayed ifrral 
personal bravery, and si»on acquired a eoftipetent 
knowledge of military tacties, but witlunit gaoiing 
material promotion till he was placed under the im$ 
mediate command of Bolivar. He then rose rapidly,, 
but, according to the most populair opimons tatexi 
taiaied respecting him in Colombia, he is moce ntM 
debted for his advajocemeirt to the servility of im- 
dispostftiosi, a.]»l the readiness with* whidir he enters 
into and executes the wii^bes of his superie^s,* than 
to his own merits in the field, which at the same tim^ 



IN COLOMBIA. 225 

must be acknowledged to be great. On man^y 
trying occasions, his military skill and coui*age 
have been of the greatest service to the Patriot 
eaase; and in others, equally petplexing, his pio- 
iitibal genius and talent for intrigue were as emi« 
nently (ionspicuous. As a general alid a senator, 
he has been justly lauded and admired ; but still 
the good qualities he possesses are unfortunately 
dimmed by others of an opposite nature. He is 
mean, selfish, and avaricious, and for the gratifica- 
tion of these feelings, and to gain the favor of those 
in authority, he is thought capable of sacrificing his 
dearest friends and the best interests of his country. 
He has been deservedly censured for his want of 
patriotism, which has been evinced on several oc- 
casions, having been known to accept of bribes 
from the Royalists, which, under the circumstances, 
evinced a heartless indi£ference to the sufferings of 
bis countrymen, that is disgusting. One instance 
of the latter will suffice : 

After the battle of Tunja in New Grenada, in 
which the troops . he then commanded were com- 
pletely frightened out of the field, he was detached 
from tiie main body of the Patriots, with his own 
force, in order to capture a battalion of the Spa- 
niard s which had rendered itself celebrated for 
the immense destruction of life and property it 
bad caused, and in consequence was termed the 
'' battalion of death." He came up with and 

VOL. II. Q 
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s^urrounded it by surprise^ and tke eBetiay, per* 
ceiving their own inferiority of' numbers^ deem0d 
it useless to attempt to defeiMl themselves, a&d 
with their usu^l pujsillatiilnity threw down their 
arms. Theii" Commander then desii^d an interview 
with Santander, and informed the General that, if 
he would permit himself and men to eto^pe, and 
order their arms to be restored to them, with an 
assurance that he would not molest them fdr a 
certain period, that he would point out a i&pot 
where he had concealed a quantity of jewels and 
specie, which he had amassed hy plunder, and 
t^e whole of it should be the GefieraVs, if he 
pleased. The bargain ^as concluded on: these 
terms, and the prisoners were set at liberty— the 
men who for years had made such.havod thi^ugh*' 
out the Republic, and. perhaps the very men 
who had participated in the murder of his rela- 
tives. 

In short, making every allowance for the irri- 
tAted feelings of many of the public men of the 
Republic, both civil and military, who may be 
incited to make exaggerated statements respecting 
him, it is certain that Santandeir has had the wel- 
fare of Colombia but little at heart ; on the coar> 
trary, no person can have displayed more apathy 
on the subject than he has ever done« He en- 
tered not the service, originally, oa any truly 
patriotic principles^ but to gratify a desire of re- 
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veBge, which it must be allowed was extremely 
luttural ; and he has continued in it because it was 
the only channel left open by which he could 
^advance himself and satisfy his ambition. He has 
vmtil recently beeii deemed the staunch supporter 
of Bolivar ; and whatieTer changes may have taken 
place of late, he has frequently tried to influence 
liie people in &vour of an absolute monarchy, and 
to invest the President with that power. 

I had teken the earliest opportunity after my 
return from Rx>sario de Cucuta to represent the 
<** Hberality'^ of the Congress with regard to my 
jclanbs to his^ Excellency, whd as usual expressed 
igreat regret, surprise^ and so forth, and again pro- 
imised that, after the investment of Portobello, 
f and the destruction of the Royalist force in that 
Icity, which he anticipated would take place as 
/soon as the attack was made, he would take care 
;that every cause I had of complaint should be 
removed ; adding, that before he took his depar«^ 
. txxre for Peru, he would see that not only myself 
but the whole of the British officers should be 
perfectly satisfied. This declaration was niade at 
a levee in the presence of many others, who were 
equally afraid with myself that we should never 
receive anything. The whole of the British were, 
in fact, dispirited with the result of some i^milar 
applications to mine to the Congress; aiid the 
disgust every day increasing, the service was 
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4ikely to sustain a coDsideral)ie loss, as many of ^ 
rthem publicly asserted iheir intention of leaving it. j 
Of this spirit of dissatisfaction Bolivar was per-! 
fectly aware, as almost every observation utt^^j 
•by the English oflScers at their mess mid other' 
iplaces of meeting^was constantly reported to hiin - 
by some agents, who remained a long time undis* * 
Govere4>i but soon after we had left Ciaratocas,*?we 
accidently. found out that they were some native 
officers, who had by repeated efforts ingrfttiated 
themselves into the favour of the British. HiscEx- 
cellency , having occasion for the aid of those who 
wished to resign their commands at this time,; 
was particularly anxious that they should all bcj 
pacified, till circumstances rendered it of lessj 
consequence to him. He therefore renewed all! 
his promises to them in the most tamest and so-; 
lemn manner, and amongst the rest I felt inclioedl 
to give the matter another trial, not wishing to; 
<:ondemn without the fullest proof. I thcreforej 
consented to resume the command of the SambosJ 
and received orders to prepare flecheras to coniKey 
them to Angostura, where I wai3 diriected to aug-1 
ment them to the number of 3000.* 

/fhis completed, (after remaihing a few days at 
,the last-named city), I went down to Portobello, in! 
fulfilment of my instructions* His Excellency, 
who had been there some time before, ordered me* 
to take a portion of the blacks, and move with a I 
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Idetachment . of the British; troops to attack and 
icut off a large foraging party of the Spaniards, 
I who were then marching over a hill towards their 
'main body in the. city, where they were conveying 
'some provisions. They, had left the city, two 
nights previously, unobserved by the investing 
force, and had succeeded in collecting together, a 
g0tid.supply of cattley: 

/ I joined the British under Major DAvy, (and, in 

conjunction with his troops, the Sambos took the 

whole of the enemy prisoners, . and enriched the 

Independent camp with their arms and the herd 

they were driving. '- • The peculiar features of. the 

war were here fully manifested, and the. apathy 

which pervaded those in command, where activity 

and energy, were required, was shewn in the 

highest degree. It had been understood previou^y 

to our departure from Garaccas,. that the object 

which the President . had . in view.in moving the 

army towards Portobello, was to attack the enemy 

who* were lodged, there, and. every officer, in the 

j Independent army seemed convinced 1 that twelve 

'^ hours would have. made Bolivar master -of the 

I place, if a proper attack had been made ; but this 

iwas not permitted. . The troops, having reached 

ithe end.of thdr march, were. ordered to remalh 

/there, comfortably taking up their quarters before 

» I the walls ; the . Patriot chief preferring the more 

^ tedious method of starving them into a capitula-^^ 
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tiofi^ to tJiat of making any direct atteespt iipoii 
the placQ. 

The impolicy of this plan may be <ea8ily cod^ 
penned ; the army of course requir)3d provisions^ 
which^f in consequence of the lengl^ of time tbe 
Spaniards had been there, were exceediiigly 
scarce in that part of tto country. Again, as 
no exertions -were used to keep up the discipikie 
cf (&e forces, who were daily passing their time 
in sloths tl^ became at length regardless of sub^ 
ordination, were attacked by disease, and once 
iiiore relapsed into 1^;^ recklessness) of conse* 
quenees which diey had fallen into oa their first 
campmgn. The(^panish generals perceiving all 
titiis, took advantage of it, and made several 
attacks upon us; and although they were repulsed^ 
and generally with a diminution of their number, 
still it was not without loss on the Republican side. 
These losses, indeed, in all human probability^ 
Equalled, if not exceeded that H;i^ich would have 
be^n sustained in a regular attach upon the eity, 
which, had it taken place, would have preveivted 
the sickness and privation which now shewed 
themiselves through our ranks. > However, results 
Uke these were but seldom calculated on, or even 
thought 'of. The grand sources of all the disasters 
which accrued to the Patriot^ were their own 
weakness, indecision, jealousy of each other, pro- 
erastination, and indolence. A due degree of firrn^ 



aess ahti tcttvily ^n^ould hayfe gamed. tbem all t^^ 
hatis a(h|iiifed> with a much less effui^ioQ of bloody 
l)oe-th)rd of the waste of property^.and ia a fourth 
of the time it faM cost theia to achieve their inde*^ 
pendeni^e. All tjbie advantages which they hav<$ 
gained durmg two or three months' hard fightings 
and all tho$e to which they might hav^ fairly looked 
forward from the state of their artoy, the ardour 
of ibe troo(>s themselves, the friendly dis^positicm 
cf the natives, and above all, the reduci^d and 
disbdartened state o( the Roy^Hstd, have, be^n 
frequently sacrificed by the w^iknes^,' envy. Or 
idleneiis of a chie^ who has either not known what 
te do, or has been jealous of the. movements oi^. 
rival whom he dreaded, and therefore injured th<5 
cause of his couutry to thwart. In the absep<^ <4 
these incentives, to occupy sooxe snug encampr 
ment, and spend his time in gambling With his 
' offiters, has often been a chief considemtton with 
one of these leaders^ These are facts too well 
known in the Service to admit of eontradictioni aftd 
their baneful effects have been sufficaeiitliy ob* 
vious. 

i GenertiKMorales having taken advantage of the 
want of vigilance displayed by the Independent 
troops, escaped with his force across the province ; 
and Paez, who was heartily tired of the monoto- 
nous life pursued by the whole army, determined 
upon going after them, in opposition to the will of 
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Hie President. I made an a|)plicatk>n at this timev 
to be allowed to join Paex, but was refused. The! 
brave General followed up the enemy closely, and) 
forced them to an engagement ; but as they coulc^ 
not be brought to make any stand, their loss wai^ 
but trifling. Meantime, we were still lying be4 
fore the town, without making any effort to tak& 
it or- to keep the enemy within the walls. They 
were constantly making excursions, unnoticed 
by the Republicans, and generally returned enA 
rihed «■* proAions «Kl^r«, the plunder ofi 
the inhabitants of the province^ There is a large 
watch-tower or fort that commands the whole of 
Portobello, called Mirandos de Solano, which, in 
an attempt to take the town, must be the principal 
object of the besiegers. Had it been properly 
stormed at the onset, it must have unavoidably 
yielded, after which it would have been, impossi-* 
ble for the enemy to have kept the troops out of 
th^ town itself. This being neglected, the(^Sege , 
(if such it may be termed) was protracted during 
a period of nine raonthsY 

* It did not Burrendeiitill the latter end of Mity 185^, whea 
the 'approach of General Paez, who was then in command, : 
during the absence of General Bolivar in Quito, and, freed from i 
the shackles which had been previously thrown over his actions, , 
soon induced the enemy to surrender. The garrison received 
every honourable protection, and Paez finally gave it safe oon*^ 
duct to Porto Rico« j 
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.TfaeSpaaiards. under Xa Torre now grew very 

dialing, and we were chiefly engaged ^ in. foisting 

tbeir attacks upon ua^ which kept up a continued 

series of skirmishes for many days. We were at 

first taken by surprise, and suffered some loss; 

but, at length, the enemy* were glad to leave us 

unmolested, ^ot long after Paez had left us> 

fintelligence reached the President that a very 

strong reinforcement had landed at Ocumare 

from Spain, and remained there waiting for fur- 

ither orders from La Torre. I was directed to join 

fa body of native troops^under Solano, (and to 

|destroy them ere they could join the standard of 

' either of the Royalist generals.^' 

^/fiTmaTch through this part of the country at 

jtkat period could not fail to most forcibly impress 

/an observer with the dreadful effects which the 

i war and the previous cruelty of the Spaniards had 

i produced on the population of that province^ 

Perhaps no part of the Republic has suffered such 

a, serious, diminution of its inhabitants as the pro<- 

vinces of Maracaibo, Rio-de-la-Hacha, and Porto- 

beUo. Here^or several leagues, were to>be seen 

I beautiful tracts of country, once thickly inhabited 

;by a thriving population, the traces of whose 

labours were still to be seen in the manner in 

^ which the grounds had been evidently laid out 

I in plantations; but not a soul was to be per- 

/ceived. All was dreary, desolate, and cheerless ; 
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«fid (kormg^ A marck of tyvt> or thrae ^dajref ' continu- 
ani^e, n%>tM sbnod or siga o£ existiDf hiHODSinity was' 
to Jie 3Ge&>or heardXv I have examined/inaiiy cait- 
culati<»is on the population of Ckdombi^ and am 
ilecidedly of opinion^ from ocular demoastration 
during my trarels throi^^ tfai^ various parts I 
bave stated) and also from the. observations of iny 
^ompanioas in the service^ and others who have 
imd a more intimate aoquaintanoe with the inte- 
rior than I have hiad» thftt liiey are incorrect. 
This has no doubt arisen frcnn the well^knowt 
and geA^idly admitted drcumstance^ that thiB 
'govemmient has never yet had. any census the 
accuracy of which .could be relied on.j It is ev?eii 
probable that some years will elapse before it can 
ac^mplish one, as it must^ of necessity, b^ an 
uwlertitking of considerable difficulty. 

^t the time I was in Colombia, it was the op^ 
jiioa of most officers of Urn government, both civil 
4nd military, that . three millions were consider^ 
ably under the number of soids in the two Vice- i 
Boyftltiesy exclusive of the almost innumerable/ 
jinbes of Indiapsf which inhabit the interior/ 

* la- the nKwntaiiioiis distncU ihki h by bo means an vn- 
common occurrence, even for a much longer time; but it is 
rarely to be met with in the delightful lowlands of either Vene- 
zuela or New Grenada, excepting in the provinces before 
named. 

t In the protinco of Ctimana aloiie, there are fourteen ttil^t^ 



The wkiAe tMy be dwsed lonkr the follo^ng 
hej»d9. Greolei^, who are desceftdaBts of ibA 
Spaabh invaders^ afid of those emigrajxtt^ ffosi 
the mother country ^ho arrived io the Bepiifet 
lie subsequent to the inviusion; grambos^ wHq 
have been before described ; Mestizos^ a peduliar 
mce» inhabiting many parts of the plains ; a fe^ 
N^roes, and the Indians. Among the latter^ eacH 
tiibe has its peculiar nanaue; but to repeat their 
appellations here would only aecve to give a cosoh 
fused idea of them* labile it would be useless^ zm 
they are all included under tbe heads already loeja*^ 
tion«d* The horrible scourge oi extermination^ 
which lasted nearly thirteen years, fdi heavily on 
the first, so that they now bear but a very small 
proportion to the others. The Sambos, who arc^ 
always, from thek natural disposition for phH»kr 
asd roving, scattered, ndt only in various parts of 
tfa^ Hepnblic, but in the Caribbee islsJads,. have 
slsa suffered severely in eonsequence of .their 
warlike habits ; while the Negroes, who are the un^ 
ma^ed descendants of the iUricaa slaves ustported 
by the conquerors, have been much dimimshad 
by the horrible cruelties practised upon them» and 
the unwholesomeness of the atmosj^ere in the 
mines in which they have been compelled to work, 

of Indians, hcsideft many others ivt different parti, partieularl j 
t^e Gnabyra country. 
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{The 



'he Indians.' who as already stated are exteed- 
ingly numerous, are spread throughout the entire 
territory, and are represented to have increased 
since the introduction of the slaves, which mate*- 
rially lessened their labours, and, consequently, the \ 
numbers that were daily sacrificed in the mines. • 
There are some tribes of them who are said to ^ 
be very warlike in their disposition; but I cannoti 
say that I evqr saw such a spirit manifested, to 
any great degree, amongst those I have occasion- 
ally served with. Indeed their principal aim ap- 
peared to be that of living undisturbed in their own 
wilds ; and as they were at this time no longer 
required to toil for the conquerors, their poverty 
secured them their independence, of which neither 
party deemed it worth while to deprive them. 
Those who have served with the army have beea 
generally tempted by fair promises, made by thei 
native chiefs, to volunteer for a time, but they 
have, whenever any particular danger threatened; 
fled before the enemy, and could not on such 
occasions ever be induced to rally. The Patriot 
Generals, being aware of this weakness, never em- 
ployed them as regular troops, but chiefly to enter 
the field after the fate of a battle had been' de- 
cided, to dispatch the prisoners and plunder the 
dead ; and also, whenever the enemy was marching 
to any point, parties of them were detached to the 
woods to cut off* all stragglers, and otherwise 
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harass and annoy them. Those inhabiting the 
Isthmus of Darien, and the woods near the rivers 
iMita and Apure, are exceedingly numerous^: 
but, nevertheless, the whole forms a population 
.wretchedly inferior and disproportioned to the 
.vast extent of country under the government of 
Colombia, which is at least capable of contain- 
ing, and, if properly cultivated, of subsisting, 
.120,000,000 inhabitants. The provinces of Bar- 
celona, Cumana, and Guyana, have been in a 
great measure swept of their population, as, 
during the whole time occupied by the great 
struggle for liberty, the desolating war raged 
without intermission in these parts, and in Porto- 
bello and the adjoining provinces. Indeed Ve- 
nezuela throughout formed the principal seat of 
action, and as the Republican army, excepting the 
foreign auxiliaries, were chiefly composed of its 
people, the Creoles of that Vice-royalty do not 
bear a proportion of more than two-fifths to those 
of New Grenada. For the same reason the Vene- 
zuelans are more chivalrous, and habituated to 
war, and have ever proved themselves superior in 
the field to the people of the sister division. 

The troops continued forwards, until they arrived 

I at a small plain, about five miles from Ocumare, 

/ where the enemy were encamped, and had thrown 

uip a sort of stockade for. their defence. We were 

surprised to find that, instead of a numerous body. 
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as we had been led to easpect^ there were onijr 
600 of them. On our approach they gwre m 
a shaip volley fronr behind their tempOTary sh^- 
ter, but the blacks soon cleaned it^ and bad piit 
several to the sword » before it could be pret^^rted. 
After a sh0rt straggle they l^d down th^ir an»s, 
and surrendered ' all thrir baggage^ and a good 
.supply of. military stco^es^ which tbey had brought 
with them for the use of Morale:^. Thus enriched, 
we made the best of our way back to Portobelte, 
and having delivered up the prisoners and spoil 
to the President, received his thanks for the tri>- 
Jiing service rendered, at Ocumare^ 

Conceiving that, as no iminediate operations 
were likely to take place I migbt ooenpy the 
itime which was otherwise Kkely to be spent in 
4ndolence>^ in . anotiner attempt t6 prosecute tl^ 
^Jaimsjin behalf of (fbe late Major Beamish-,: I 
applied to hbr Excellency for the docutnente asKi 
assistance he had promised irte. These, be toM 
me, would not be of the least service'; as from 
(€Dmmnmciutil)nsi be had received from the leading 
{members of the Congress^ in reply i6 letters he 

* This>.bai( beea paftiQu%4y uhfovtyiiate as a kndiBg^place 
for the reinforcements' sent out by the court of Spain* Not 
less than five bodies of troops have fallen into the hands of the 
Republicans there, at different times. One instance occurred 
tifter that just related, in whi^h they were all killed or taken 
prisoners, to the amount of 500. , 
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bad' xvritten them on tl^ subject/ hB feimd.that 
' they were resolved not to alter their isrmer de*rir- 
mination^ and^ould not listen to any fiirdier 
^^ application on the subject^ 

My"constitution was^ now so considerably in»* 
paired by the harassing nature of the service and 
Ijie effects of the climatey together Mrithsdme 
hurts wbich I hs^d received j that feeling there was * 
not sufficient encouragement held out to tee to 
stay longer in the country, I respectfully stated 
to the President my detenmnation of quitting the 
service altogether^; His Exedlency espressed 
great regret at the conduct of the Congress, aod 
acknowleged the injustice of it, but would no6 
listen to my leaving the service; however, aslwa^ 
not inclined to alter the intention I 'had expressed^ 
he gave* me a flattering certificate of- my'cbnduet 
J while in command, and permission to reitire to 
Margarita, or any other plac^ I might ehuse, till 
my health was perfectly re- establishsd-; and should 
. I not feel inclined to join the' service again, after ^ at 
mature (Consideration, he assured me that, as sofiosk 

« 

.as the affairs of the country would penhit; my 
? own claims should be perfectly satisfied. I be- 
lieve these assurances would have been fulfilled if 
the government had been in a situation to pay off 
the demands upon it ; but unfortuimtely this has' 
not been the case, and as yet no settlemont has 
been made. 
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' ( I now took a farewell of the army, and Went to 
Matgarita, where I was received by General AriiS- 
mendez with his usual kindness) and cordiality. 
I stayed there about three weeks, and then went 
to Maracaibo, where I understood there were two 
vessel's ready to sail for Liverpool; but finding 
that they had left that port for the island of 
Curafoa, which is about five days' sail from it, 
I took my passage on board a small, but fast- 
sailing schooner, for the island; but the day 
after we had crossed the bar, we unluckily fell in 
with a large Spanish privateer, which at once 
gave us chace'. We had not the slightest means 
of defence, the schooner being without any kind 
of arms, so that our only chance was our supe- 
riority of sailing, which eventually enabled us to 
leave the enemy far behind, after a ohace of about 
thirty hours, 'during which they had fired several 
shots at us witfout effect. 

Being subsequently driven out of our course 
by contrary winds, we were detained till after the 
vessels h&d sailed, and I had therefore no alterna- 
tive but that of going back again to Margarita, 
which I did; ahd/^on after a brig bound for 
England touched there, on board of which I took' 
my passage. While on the island an English lady, ' 
whose husband had died in the Republican ser-- 
vice, was placed under my protection, during the [ 
voyage home^by a relation who was unable to 
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accompany her himself. Having secured berth* 
for myself and fair companion, I went on board, 
first taking another farewell of the worthy old 
General Arismendez, and in the course of the 
evening sailed. The same kind of adverse for- 
tune attended me in this instance, as had dis<^ 
played itself in many others during the period of 
my service under the Republic. /About eight or 
ten days after we had left Margaritaj^ while going, 
with, a fsur wind, .through the windward passage, 
[the brig struck with a heavy shock, about 10 p. m. 
on a sunken reef of one of the Bahama^ termed 
South ' Crooked Island. This happened, I be- 
lieve, solely through the combination of obstinacy 
and ignorance which characterised the master. 
He had yielded to some remonstrances offered to 
him some time before the accident occurred) as to 
the impropriety of carrying a press of sail under 
such circumstances; but the passengers having 
left the deck and retired for the night, he again 
set all that had been before taken in, and as I 
afterwards understood (for I was in my hammock 
at the time) the «ressel was going at the rate of 
eleven knots, and the force of her canvas drove 
her completely over one reef, at the same time 
carrying away her fore foot and keel, and pitched 
her completely against another. 

About this time I reached the deck, and found 
the scene anything but pleasant. The fore-top- 

VOL. II. R 
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mast was gone over fhe side^ and the inaiohtQ{H . 
gaUant-mast soon went after it^ the rudder had ) 
been unshipped, and being still hung by the ' 
ehains, was beating against the stem of the vessel 
with great violence ; in shorty all was m the ut- 
most confusion. The master stood completely . 
unnerved and in silent despair;- and tiie crew, ' 

• • • 

breaking into the greatest insubordinatibn^^ were 
eagerly seeking the means of ensuring their own 
safety alone, leaving passengers, ship, eairgo, and 
everything else, to shift for themselves and take 
their chance. 

I could plainly perceive, that unless something 
was effected by dint of perseverance, that we 
should be left behind, and in the situation we 
were in there could be no hope of escaping. Con- 
sulting, therefore, for a moment with the only 
n]^le passenger on board, besides myself, I de^ 
terhoined to interfere, conceiving that I was bound 
by the charge I th^n had to do so. We endeiir 
voured to bring the master to hts recollection, 
and, with the aid ci our fair friend, who displayed 
the most admirable presence ef miiid and con* 
tempt of danger, succeeded in calming him. He 
let go an anchor, bent to a chain cable, and thus 
brought the brig up in a narrow channel between 
two coral reefs. Here we could have cleared the. 
wreck, and by waiting for the next tide we might 
have got the vessel out, and taken her to some 
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place where she might have been repaired, if the 
crew would have exerted themselves ; but, instead 
of making a single attempt, after letting go the 
aiichor, theyfwent below to the spirits, to drown 
their apprehensions in grog. The captain too, 
\ soon left us in the lurch. He had, with the help 
\of the two apprentices, got out the jolly boat, with 
a view, as he said, to ascertain by soundings, if 
there was a prospect of getting the vessel out at 
once, which, he professed to imag^e could be done, 
but to our additional cotnfort, we saw him pull 
away with all his strength, and finally disappear^ 
Thus abandoned, and finding that no depen- 
dence could be placed upon the mate, my fellow 
passenger and self began to use every means 
in our power to save our lives, and that of die 
lady. In these we were aided by the latter, who, 
when we took our pistols, with a fixed deter- 
mination of using them if other means failed, in- 
sisted upon having one, and would, I have no 
doubt, have used it gallantly had it beeA required. 
JWe went down to the crew, and expostulated with 
, them on the weakness of their conduct, and with 
'some difiiculty prevailed upon four of them to 
ex:ert themselves. The others were too much in- 
toxicated, and we left them to their fate. We 
now hoisted out the long boat, and prepared to 
get in it ; but here my female friend, whose cou- 
rage never yielded in the most trying part of our 
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situation, became suddenly overpowered^ perhaps 
by ttke emotion die felt on the prospect of deli- 
verance, rand as she was stepping into the boat^ . 
fainted and fell overiK«nJ. Myself, and two rf 
the sailors swam after her and succeeded in sus^ \ 
tajning her above water, in the hope of reaching 1 
the boat, which was not an easy matter, because | 
of the surf which was heaving and beating us| 
against the rocks. While we were making the! 
attempt, the boat was upset, and my fellow passen-'^ 
ger drowned, while the two sailors in her escaped 
by swimming ashore. Our chance of escape was 
now reduced to a very ^lender one indeed, as the 
distance to the shore was two miles through a 
continuation of breakers. The tide was luckily 
part receding, which left certain portions of the^ 
reefs above water, and on them we occasionally 
rested, after swimming a short distance. The 
sailors left me and tiie lady beforementioned, in 
order to get the long boat, but as there appeared 
but little prospect of their success, I made the 
best of my way without them, and at length 
reached the shore, with my almost lifeless burthen, 
in safety, thoroughly exhausted. The men haifing 
regained the boat, we returned to the bvig and 
procured some sails, with which I erected a kind 
of tent for my companion, and then, after a little 
rest, commenced operations upon the wreck by en- 
deavouring to save as much of the cargo as pos- 
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(sible. During the first night and day, with the aid 
• of the four men, I continued to get a great deal of in- 
digo, cochineal, and a considerable number of hides 
on shore, but then the men refused to work any 
longer, thinking we should be all starved to deaths 

/That part of the island upon which we landed 

•W^as perfectly sterile. There was not a habitation 

.; within twenty miles, and it afforded not the least 

\food of any kind, save some shell fish on the 

> shore, and as the brig had, by continual beating, 

I made a quantity of water, the bread was reduced 

I to a mere paste, and everything below was 

Ufloat. They therefore wanted to take the boat, 

jand endeavour to procure some assistance; but 

Ifearing that I might be left, as in the instance of 

the master, I determined to hazard anything rather 

than part with it. They then changed their plan, 

and went across the island on foot, and I never 

aftei^wards saw them. All my attempts, subse- 

^quently to getting on shore,-to rouse the mate and 

his companion from their state of inebriety, were 

abortive ; they continued to drink till they were 

overpowered, and then slept, and then drank, suid 

slept by turns, till the brig went to pieces, when 

they were lost. J 

'Having renewed my exertions, I got some more 
iiides, &c. on shore, and finally, saved all within 
about* ten or twelve screens of the indigo. The 
remainder of the cargp, being fustic, which was 
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heavy, and at the bottom of the hold, I could not 
save any part of it, and oh the third night the 
vessel went to pieces. The ninth day a iqagls- 
trate, who lived at a place called Bird Rock, 
with the captain and a party of negroes, arrived, 
to save what they could of the cargo, but they 
were too late ; all that could have been done was 
effected, and I was hot willing to give up the 
claim I had upon the property in favour of a man 
who had acted so improperly. I therefore in- 
sisted upon its being given up to the magistrate, 
till the decision of the Chamber of Commerce of 
the Bahamas should be known concerning it.) 

.Nothing therefore remained to be done, but to 
remove it to Bird Rock, for which purpose the 
magistrate agreed to furnish boats and negroes, 
and to give me receipts for every boat-load as 
it was delivered. I therefore remained till the 
whole was taken away, and my companion, who 
was very unwell and incapable of walking, was 
obliged to stay till some conveyance could be 
procurjed, which they promised to get very soon, 
but did not return till near a fortnight afterwards. 
This, as I afterwards found, was owing to a ma- 
noeuvre of the captain's, who thought to weary ihe 
out by keeping me so long there, and thus induce 
me to leave the property ; but having some idea of 
the cause, I preferred staying. They came at lasl, 
and I gladly left the desolate shorey after remaining 
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there above three weeks. I was summoned to 
New Providence to give evidence concerning the 
wreck, and as this would necessarily delay me 
some time, the lady who was with me preferred 
} embracing an opportunity which oflFered of re- 
/ turning to England, in a schooner, on board of 
which I placed her before I left Bird Rock^ 

The last of the boats employed in carrying the 
property (which, with other things, contained my 
chest, &c. and the apparel of the lady) being 
wrecked, I was again without a change, and was 
thus oblig6d to proceed on my intended voyage. 
/ Havingyf in conformity with the summons I had 
received, given my evidence, the property was 
iordered to be sold for the benefit of the under- 
I writers, and salvage was, Arithout hesitation, al- 
lowed me, which was afterwards paid in London. 
I then seized the first chance of sailing for Eng- 
land, and ultimately landed at Liverpool) not sorry 
that the period of my service with the Republic 
of Colombia was at length completely termi- 
nated. 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS 

ON THE 

REPUBLICS OF SOUTH AMERICA. 



The present existence of the States of Soath America^ 
which have risen from the Iruins of the monarchies of Spain 
and Portugal, has originated less in moral than in physical 
causes. The source of the Revolution cannot be supposed 
to have been that light of understanding produced by civi-^ 
lization, that intellectual wisdom which is the result of a 
high state of cultivation, ir that noble desire of freedom 
which nature is supposed to have implanted in the minds of 
all men. Had it emanated from any one of these, it would 
have been effected many years before it was attempted, and 
would not have met that opposition in its progress which it 
so frequently and injurioudy experienced, from all classes 
of the natives in turn* Neither did it arise from one 
general and universal wish to throw off their fetters*. It has 
been satis&ctorily jnroved, that the commencement of the 
Revolution took place' only imder the auspices of a few, who 
happened about that time to have suffered more than usual 
from the cruelty and rapacity of the Spaniards ; and these 
very people (the inhabitants of Caraccas) who primarily. 
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manifested the desire of casting away the yoke under which 
they had so long bowed, were the first to return to the cause 
of die Royalists, to meaidy sue for pardon, and to leave those 
who had been their leaders to meet their &te from the 
hands of a treacherous im«tty. Nor was this instance, 
afforded by the people of Caraccas, the only one ; unhap- 
pily, many other districts and provinces gave the same 
melancholy evidence, that their opposition to the dominion 
of the mother country was merely offered in order to get their 
temporary grievances redressed, and not to complete the per- 
manent establishment of dieir liberty. Indeed it is but too 
probable, that nine-tenths of the Creole population did not 
understand the term, and had not an idea or hope beyond 
that of living in a state of fildi and indcdeoce unmolested, 
which they were prevented from doing by die contributioaDs 
that were alternately levied on them by both sides. 
That the people, generally speaking, weie averse to any 
new form of government, was sufficiently shewn by the cir- 
cumstance of their having frequently, duiing die course of 
die war, petitimied the l^panish authorkies to paxdon them 
for havii^ joined the Independent istuidard, and to permit 
them to return to thcar ^' own government," as they ever 
termed the tvraimy diat was exercised over tfa^n. Irnme* 

mary eonsider^ion ; and to save diemsdves any kind <of 
ui^leasantiitedS) diey were Royalists and Insingents alter^ 
OA^y? j^aAt fldi eidier party obtfiaed die aseendancy^ or 
their forces i^proadted die ^stricts which they inhabited. 

If die adttunis^rators of corrupt and oppreaKve dei^odsanB 
oould but be induced to thtak ki, the history of ^evety revo^ 
luticm goes far to prove that specaladve opinions do liKille 
to promote them, except in direct connexion with practical 



grievanees* A «ort . of niutory vU mertim ^mnfl^one od^te 
prunary elemonlB of the sooid state; and it Beldaia "piMsi 
to mere theory, or even.to ooindetk»:prod«eed by a higher 
order of experienoe, unless the imdeffstaiidixig <xf the wasB 
of the community be goaded by some nndenidble evklenoes 
into a perceptioii of the heoBSsiiy or utility ^ttf the inedJlated 
iiiaBge. Ktiiere be aay^aoaepticm to this^geiiend truth, it 
must be sought for rather in the restlessness of over-^MStive 
intellect, than in the sleepy apathy, sensual enjoym^dt^ and 
superstitious ignorance of the inhabitants of the fiimier 
Spanish colonies of South Amedca* In Colombb, for 
instance, for a period of three hundred years, the iron band 
of despotism had, in league with the most interested priest- 
eraf^ cast a mantie of intellectual sight over the whole 
population; and all approach to mental improvement was 
completely out off by tiie invidious policy exerased over 
them. Everytiung ^ddch tended to the devel<^[»BL«nt of 
superior faculties, was systematically precluded; and in 
the sequel the people were imquestionably reduced ^ 
nearly the lowest degree in the scale of civiUsation. 

Happily, however, there is no redudi^ human nataire 
to. an utter insensibility to physicfd evils and unrelenting 
oppression; and to free themsebres £com the milimited sa- 
erifices of life and property which were daily cLemandod of 
tiiem, tiie unhappy sufferers were ultmat^y goaded to nnke 
some efforts. Bat ^ven when, -by a 'greater intercomve 
with the people of otiier nations, they were in some measure 
compelled to open theireyes to the blessmgSiof 13>erty, their 
former protracted submission to a state of perfect slavery 
had fixed in their minds inveterate habitB and opinioas, 
which can otdy be expected to yield to the gradual 4^era- 
tion of time and education. A thorough diange of Condi- 
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tion. cannot reasonably be. expected at once; it will, nay 
mnst) take a long series of years to do away widi sentiments 
and propensities so involuntarily cherished ; and it may with 
propriety be questioned if, in the present generation, ibej 
can be banished at alL 

In short, however surprising it may appear, there are 
Humy, perhaps a majority, now.in tte repuWic of Colombia 
(which. more immediately comes into consideration in this 
place than any other), who would hail with gladness the re- 
establishment of tiie Spanish Vice-royalties, and who would 
enthusiastically fly to. tiie Royalist standard if it were once 
reared in their vicinity. Education wiU undoubtedly effect 
much witii such a people ; but it will produce litde change 
upon any but .the rising generation. The adults are too 
indolent and too bigoted to submit to anytiiing whidi would 
eitiier tend to their own intellectual improvement, or the 
advancement of knowlecj^e generally. The next age, if tiie 
government be enabled to extend its views as regards the 
moral improvement of tiie .country, may possibly be one of 
comparatively enlightened principles, and capable of gain- 
ing ground upon other nations; . but under all circumstances, 
tiie progress will be slow. The existing population are- a 
most wavering, fickle, and capricious race, who are never 
decided on any point; but always unsettled, unsteady, and 
dissatisfied. Weakness and discontent are the prominent 
features in the national character; and these, combined witiii 
pride^. indolence, and a great disregard of all intellectual^ 
pursuits, reader tiiem by no means an easy people to manage 
or enlighten. The influence of tyranny and monkish 
superstition, which has been so powerful in Colombia, has, 
in tiie first place, entirely vitiated tiieir sense of morality, 
and subjected them to the dominion of errors and vices. 
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wldch cannot b^ nuateriaQy assailed until the institntiohi^ now 
happily rising in the New World, imder dU ife sodal dis- 
advantages, are in nfi&ve operation. By Aese, and by the 
wise and temperate regulations of a firm, vigorous, and pa- 
triotic administration, alone, can a hesdthy pereeption'of the 
genuine distinction between right and wrong, be permjEi- 
nently engrafted. The minds of such a peo{de must be 
made stronger by degrees, and accustomed to the cheering 
spirit of liberty, without endangering their reason, which is 
yet weak, by exposing them to an intoxicating partidpattdn 
of power. New laws, however good and justly founded, will' 
not be instantly respected by men who have been so sud- 
denly transported from slavery to freedom,' that they cannot 
comprehend their end or utility, and may therefore consider 
th^n hostile to their interests, as they certainly are to their 
enjoyments and opinions. These at present have their 
sources in an inmioral and unrestrained gratification of 
appetites wholly of a sensual description, and in a state of 
ignorance from which they will never spontaneously or 
voluntarily emerge, altiiough they may gradually be deli- 
vered by tiie unceasing acquirement of new lights from 
without, and the difiusion of education within. 
: It therefore becomes a great question, what form of 
government is best calculated to quicken and advance a 
people so circumstanced; to promote the future political 
interests and welfere of the country ; and,, at tiie same time, 
to give tiiat satis&ction intermediately, which is essential to 
a steady, progressive, and effective government. It is ob- 
vious that opposing tiieorists vnil seek to solvcf tiiis problem 
conformably to their preceding convictions and principles ; 
but taking into due consideration the actions, manners, 
wants, and peculiar situation of the inhabitants of Colombia^ 
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all will agree tibat it should, upon ertry plan, posnessan 
executive wiili 00 mudi independence, gtrength, and dig^ 
uitjr, as will prevent its condescending, to become the tool 
of every party in turn, or proving tmaMe to ensure and 
compel a due respect for the estabBslied law«« Perki.p» 
this latter power is the only one on which the structure 
of the liberty of such a state can firmly rest. To com- 
bine this necessary strength with a due regtod to the legist 
lative functions and to general liberty, is the great secret 
of all free government, requiring a degree of knowledge 
in the legislator, and oi patriotism and prindple in the 
functionary, which are seldom to be found even iii higher 
cultivated countries than Colombia. Unfortunately for the 
Republic, there are few such men in it ; each appears stt4t- 
ing- for fh^ a^randisei»ent'of hiitiself or hi» patroi»s, th^ 
resnk ^f which is,' tteit the'countty is overwhehnedwit^ 
dMerent parties and Actions,' w&ldk are continually involv- 
ing it in dispirtes and broils. Hence has arisen the mmy 
dissensions aiid the alarming discontent which have sprung 
up since the acquirement of its independence ; and whidiT 
win, it is to be feared, either end in a military despotii!^, . 
or prove the source of numberless divisions, that may tiltir 
mately subvert the government, and separate the mass of 
people into clans, eadi with its respective chief; thereby 
subjecting the country not only to military government, but 
to such government in its most divided and odious form. 

Power, therefore, must for some time to come be freely 
entrusted somewhere, as also exclusive rights : to attempt an 
unmixed democracy amongst a people who have so recentiy 
been emancipated from the thraldom of despotism, and where 
some portion of tiie inhabitants have been so very lately pur- 
chased and sold openly as slaves, is impracticable. The bles- 
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SBigs of political and cvvU rigiits. would be lostupoa tboaB 
wlio.are not yet free froia the domimaB of ignorance and 
&e e&ets of the siiparstitioii whick &e pnesihood have so 
ferdbly iinpreflsed upon them; and by whom all lliat is 11^ 
beial, f^iilosq>hioal» and mudi that k i^tioiial^ is either noit 
uaderstood or held in derisioii* A pore system o£ eqm^ 
lity for such a population is not only impiaelicable and 
iadiealo«% bai^ if e&eted^ it would be highly dangerous* 
To reduce men of talent, pn^^erty, commercial influenoe^ 
and speculation, all which geneialiy beget & degree of libe- 
rality^ and give opportunities for the aoquirem^ of a 
knowledge of the laws and institutions which are adopted 
with advantage in other countries, and of the means of 
ccnmeeting principle with practice,— to reduce, suck men to 
a mere parity with the absolutely isfnorant and newlv^ 

but eventually destructive to the R^mbHc The interestsi 
of the merdiant, in partioidar, are closely connected and 
inunrovea with 1I.J of tke people, wik the ea«se «f 
freedom, and with the p^ect establishment and consolida- 
tion of a new order of things ; and as, for their own benefit, 
they would have these advantageous to the country, the 
preservation of tiieir ascendancy is absolutely essential to 
the establishment of good government in Colombia. 

To all, in fact, who have taken the pains to become 
acquainted with the circumstances of the Republic, it is 
obvious that,^ in its present state, the links which connect 
property with foreign and national commerce, supply the 
best, if not the only materials, for an intermediate chain, 
that ivill hold the country to an improving and prosperous 
careen - To deny, therefore, the holders of these links a very 
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awendant share in the legUaiarey wonld.he to eofibr iht. 
atitharity upon those who are most interested in^; cat. \tki^ 
would be most benefited by, disorder and slarery— r&e mfl»* 
tary or the priesthood, neither <^ whsm are cafealatei^ fmn- 
previous.habits and'pursuits^ either 001^0111% or seporateigr^t 
to beneficially govesn the ccmatry. If not these, who mnsb 
be invested wi& the power*— the bujk of itepeo^e? Hiese' 
are not only ignorant of the. nature of the duties they wovU' 
have to perform, but in Colombia, owing 1x> the opimoos' 
they have imbibed, the uneontroUed passionsia which they 
indulge (which are proverbially gross and viokiot) aadtlieir 
eagerness for self^ggrandisemem^.the last poiwiaia &» 
universe in whose hands the least power oc^fatlo be tinsimcU 

miardiy . and iconfiision, by which they could enridi them*; 
pelves, would be preferable in their eyes to regulantyaad- 
system, timt would merely ensure tihem a gradual beoefitiia 
common with others. The country would always be bur-, 
thened widi inauppoilable demands,* and plunged into Strugs 
gles and disorder that would be interminaUe, or termioar 
ble <mly.by sucoesslul a^ttacks from foreign powers, who 
would by its inward dissensions, be iaduoed to atteni^t 
its anbjugation. It would indeed, in all probahilily, be 
once more doomed to its .ancient ignorance and oppreasiair 
beneath the yoke of the mother country* 
. Whatever may be.thoiiight of this, reasoning as 
any probable course of aclio«it it is certain that the 
ment of influeiuce, and of pr(^essive weight in the 
ture, on the part of the betjber-inlbrmod conunercial class> and 
of ^the most educated civilians, , will alone enable .Colraslua^ 
to find repose imder a system of govermnrat siwlar to thal^ 
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4if Nortii AmencA. Of all others, a fedeval tinkm of dwl 
desmptuHir wooiA be most adapted to insure a p^manent 
ei^eyiiieiit of tbe blessings of fireedom, and to^cement Ab 
bond of mntml oUigstion and of religious fidth and toIe« 
JCBtiBa in Colonibia. Aldibugh, except as to the ^rand 
#V]«ioBS of tiw two previous Vioe^royahies of New Grenada 
and yenemela) the vast territory of Ci^niina has never 
been panaelied oat into separate states like those of the 
North, the territory is by nature subdivided into very 
distinct communities, with interests sufficiently important 
for load state governments. Whether diey could 
supply materials for divisional assemblies is, indeed, rery 
diyntahle; and the means by which such local authorities 
Qonld be held in due subjection to a ^General G)ngre8S, is 
stiil more doubtful ; but, if posable, the federal schen:^ wotdd 
be a great improv^anent upon ^e existing one, as it would 
tend more direedy to* the difiusion of political talent and 
capabiUfy, and to dissipate, ratlier than to concentrate that 
i^orit- of intrigue and oi personal aggrandisement, which is 
the gnand seeial dkease of Souith America. This, however, 
by t^e way: whether fedeiidly or otherwise constituted, 
CidftDihia has no chance for the attainment of a similar.state 
of freedmn and prosperity :lo that enjoyed by the United 
Stales, bat as. a repuUBe. Should the government be» 
come monarchical, whatever forms may be retained, it will 
in -foei be despotie ^md military. However paramount the 
ii^aiii- <tflliim v^ would most likely wield the sceptre 
in AeSxst plaee, his ambition would be encountered by too 
maayiml indsvidaais andparties, to allow the maintenance 
ofi his myalty^ by any other means than the sword. The 
daaa of potigat which is thereby acquired, and for years 
VOL. ir. s 
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maintained, is seldom yoluntarily givea up again; and 
although the form of a Chamber or Chambers might be 
piesenred, as in France under Napoleon, ike ihnme would 
essentially rest on a military basis; and whateTec tests 
prindpally upon such a foundation, however the oeaL state 
of the case may. be temporarily palliated and disguised^ 
must, fixun the nature of things, be virtually despotic- 
There also exists another and very forcible reason for 
the avoidance of regal government in these unsetded 
countries, which consists in iti comparative expense. For 
a long time to come at least, nothing like a toyal establish^ 
ment, with its necessary patronage^ revenue^ and state, 
could be supported by populations, whose imme£ate re* 
sources are so limited, and the devdopment of whose agn?* 
cultural, commerdal, and manufactming capabiUties has 
scarcely commenced. It must be devious to politicians of 
every class^ that ancient monarchies have generally been 
found stable in proportion to.their means of diflfusion, and 
too frequ^tly of profimon; tod the experience of every 
day proves, that the power of the crown can be no otheiH 
wise supported in it& pretensions to absolute, indefeasible 
right, as the sole fountain of executive authority ; or ^en 
when, admitting a constitution of balasices, to the possessi<»i 
of a veto in the legislature. This is so true, that we every 
day hear of .the most obvious waste and diversion of the rmr* 
tional income defended on this express ground. Now what is 
necessary to prop up ancient and aduiowle%ed power, that 
has grown up in accordance with the habits, ideas, and 
{nrejudices of a people, will be doubly necessary in4id of a 
new sovereignty, which not only would have nothing of 
this sort to rely upon, but everything the reverse to en- 
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MwBter; independently of the rivalry of indiyiduals of cor- 
r^^(^dent fyretoKsions, who, if to be satisfied at all, are 
only to be ^eted upon some sdieme ii4iich.tfill gratify tlteir 
ambition, their avariee, or both. Napoleon Buonaparte was 
a greftt itiaH, but the monient he erected himself into a sove- 
leigA and here^tary rulerj mai^hals' batons and dukedoms 
began to' multiply* Foreign conquests enabled Mm to act 
this part without internal injury to the people of France; 
but it may be doubted if he could have been quite so profuse, 
had the fimds been altogether domestic. The new govern** 
ments of South America have nothing either ih present po»* 
session, or of probable acquirement, to bear the expense of 
this sort of support, without which, as already stated, 
UMmardiy, ,whet^er nominally limited or absolute, is 
powerless. 

Biit while, for these and various other reasons which 
might be specified, it is obvious diat monarchy is but little 
adapted for Colombia, it is equally so that many of the 
elements are wantmg for that sort of moderate, limited, 
and democratic executive which administers the affidrs of 
the United States with so mudi general efficacy and wis^ 
doni. An executive, to be enabled to ieuivance the political 
grbwA of repUUics of -Spanish origin, the population of 
which coiMsists of different races, some of them semi-barba- 
vtfus^ and ^ of diem extremely ignorant, must be more 
poWevfiil' iixsoi that of North America. Hinc iUa lacJm/ma i 
A very powerftd President is so closely on the verge of 
royalty, nothing but great patriotism and self*^eniiil on his 
own pcfirt^ an^ extraordinary public virtue in other quarters, 
can prevent him from crossing the bouiijhry. While this 
sort of virtue is at all tunes very rare, nothing is more 
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oofiomoii than .for a nalufally.aspku^piQiad-.jto be gf^itMk 
into lofHy aoq^iiiriaiQ^ at by a powei:ful party« w^tbiiikft tbat 
it will profit by bis advanoement. : llie result.itf sticb atih4 
nmilar mavem^ts are in &Qt, at dus laoiiiwt) iind^ lUitUa?^ 
pation. It is quite manifest thaty with oiitaia, power^ 
paj^ties in Colombia, a monarebieal gov^rtim^at would b^ 
the fiivoiirite one, provided the crfiwn fell into the grasp . 
of the celebrated individual who has be^n their choice &r 
many years. This £9otion is powerful both in numericat ' 
and political strength ; and although it has hitherto conn 
fined its efforts to indirect workings Upon the minds of .the^. 
people, it is not unlikely that every nerve will soon' bfi ' 
strained in an, <^n struggle for the attainmtent of the • 
desired object A national conveuiticm is abput to jmset ' 
for an ultimate settlement of the government, when tiiezie, 
18 every reason to believe that some modification of th^, 
nature specified will be hazaxded. . On the other hand, it i» 
quite as»evident thatthere are niunerous interests andindit* 
viduals, who, however opposed to each' other, .are equally , 
detennined bodi against, monarchy and the intended mo^. 
nardi. Many of these not merely command troops, . but 
troops who are devoted partisans and followers* Will they 
remain collectively jstrong enough, to prevent the tnmsfi)r-T 
mation of a President into a King ? That forms the leijdiiig> 
part of the great question; but another remains. behvEid, «£ 
scarc^y less importance. If strongr'enough to maantaui Ae* 
name of R^ublic, will they^«cigree'as to.thekind of one k 
shall be? This is muchto be doubted; and hence, ^cooidr 
ing to all present i^pearanoesy.llie.toQ probable late ofr 
Cotombia.. A military mwardiy. affieetmg a balanos .o£ 
powers, but airiually. despotic/;, or the mere nimiQ of.ar. 
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nutDfibr f^ the most- turbuient deni<kltades ' of '- anoiei^^ 
Gi^^yW&eiie appear to be'tkealtehiatiTes.^ It is seiarc^ly 
necessary to add, ihat if mxth. h state of tidngs dMtiot iiMte' 
— ^nay demand — ^forelgn' intetference of a more general de-^ 
scription, ihe mother country would not for ever i^emain 
insensible to the value of such an opportunity toreooVer/ 
her ascendancy; and after years of struggle and sacrifice, 
these important countries might once more acknowledge the 
dominion of Spain. Her hopes in regard to the recovery of 
Mexico are apparent, from the pending expedition under 
Admiral La Borde ; and although Colombia, as the preced- 
ing narrative will shew, is a less inviting field for reno- 
vated action, a lengthened state of disorder may ultimately 
make it so, and for centuries seal the fate of this important 
portion of the Transatlantic worldl 

The above had been transmitted to the press, when the 
Address of Bolivar to the Convention of Colombia reached 
England. Its contents are not of a nature to induce the 
author to modify any portion of his previous statement. In 
the necessity of a stronger executive, he agrees with the 
President's Address. TTie settlement of a due distribution 
of forces between the legii^lative and the executive fimo- 
tiotis is equally desirable. Bolivar is also both eloquent 
and veracious with regard to lihe anardiy and disorder 
which prevail in Colombia; but there is little or nothing 
definite in his recommendation* " Give us,** he observes, 
" a government under which the laws shall be obeyed, the 
magistrate respf^cted, and the people free.'* Is this a peri- 
phrasis for limited monarchy? The question will soon be 
resolved. In the mean time, this document affords so timely 
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a oommentary upon muek of the incident and oondoct 
describe in the preceding pages, and finms so fiedr an 
illustration of many of the <^inions therein hazarded, it has 
been thought proper, at the expense of a few pages of 
letter-press, to append it to the volume. 

June 18, 1828, 






ADDRESS OF BOLIVAR 



TO THE 



CONVENTION OF COLOMBIA. 



To the Representatives of the People in 
National Convention. 

Fellow Citizens^ 
I congratulate you on the honour you have deserved at 
llie hands of the natioi;!, which has confided to you its high 
destinies. In reprei^entmg the legitimate interests of 
Colombia, you are invested with powers the most sublime^ 
X also have the greatest happiness in restoring to you the 
authority which had been placed in my wearied hands; 
to those who possess the affections of the people belong 
the attributes of sovereignty — ^the rights of supremacy — ^as 
delegates pf the omnipotent august power, whose subject 
and soldier I i^n. To what higher power could I resign the 
baton of President, and die sword of General? Dispose 
freely of these symbols of authority and glory for the. 
benefit of the common cause, without regard to personal 
consideration^, which you might find an impediment to a 
perfect reform. 
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Called on by my duties to exhihiil: to you' the Atwi&at 
of the Republic, I shall have the pain of presenting you 
the picture of its afflictions. Do not imagine that the 
colours I make use of derive a glow from exaggeradoD, 
nor that I have sought for them in the gloomy mansion of 
mystery; they correctly reflect the glare of public scandal, 
nor can the picture, in the abstract, appear to you incor- 
rect If it were so, would Colombia have called you 
together? 

The evils of the country have begun to subside from 
the moment that her deputies prepare for the investigation 
of them. Your task is, indeed, as difficult as it is glorious; 
and, although the difficulties have somewhat diminished by 
the good fortune of finding Colombia united and obedient 
to your decision, I must tell you that we are indebted for 
this inestimable advantage solely to the hopes reposed in 
the Convention — ^hopes which evince the national confi- 
dence and the weight you have to sustain. ' 

To discover the causes of our decline, it will be suffi- 
cient to cast ia glance over our history. Colombia, which 
was able to raise herself into existence, is now feeUe and 
declining. Identified before with the public good, she no 
longer conceives her duty as the only rule of safety. The 
same men who, during the struggle, were contented !n 
their poverty, and who did not owe three milUons (dollars) 
to foreigners, have, in order to maintain peaee, had to Joad 
themselves with debts shameful in their consequences. 
Colombia, who, in face of the hosts of oppressors, brelitlies 
only refined honour and virtue, endures with apparent 
insensibility the national discredit. Colombia, who <mly 
thought on painful sacrifices, on eminent services, is noW 
occupied, solely with its rights, while it entirely ncgleds 
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ktf^tilfes; ' like liatkm xlroddhaWperiflied^ if a remnsnt 
of puMiC spirit had nc^ impelled it to call: for ^e i^niedy, 
and teiMmed 'il c^ tikel^rink of the grate. '. A homble pcdl 
wmM aton^haVe joaade uA iMok on the alteration of the 
fiindameiital laws ; this perfi alone wsa capable of makii^ 
iii^ i^iperior to 4mr dev^oh to legitLmate insdtiitions of 
oiir- own creatton, th^ princsj^es of whidi had procured for 
us the desired emancipation. 

I would' add nothing to this^&tal picture, if the post I 
oooopy did not -compel me to.ezpose to the nation the prac* 
tiad ill consequences of its laws* 'I know that I cannot do 
this widiout exposing myself to similar interpretalaous, and 
duit my T^onls will be construed into -ambitious ideas; but 
I^ who have not refiis^ to devote to Colombia my existence 
and reputation, coneeive myself bound to make ^m last 
sai^ifice. 

I must eoofess it; our form of Govemmeht is essen-* 
tially defective. Without considering, that we are only jiiist 
entered into political existence^ we have allowed ourselves 
to be hattoeinated by aspiring theories, superior eVen to 
these widA ike history of all ages has proved 'to be inebm* 
patible with human nature. At oth^ times we have erred 
m^ like means, and ascribed the fiulufe tonot having, kept 
sufficiently cksse to* the deceitful guide who was leading 
us astray, re^nidless' of tiiose who were desirous of fol^ 
lowii^ the na^tural order of things^ and of comparing 
withi each 0tlier ike j^erent parts of our constitution, 
andihe wkde with our education, customs, and'ine^e- 
fidnce, iu order diat we might not plunge into a troubled 
oc9ttti; 

Our re^NSctive powers are not distributed as required 
by'Sodal order and the good of the dtizens. We have 
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made «f the I^pskitive die only tsorereign body^ wkereas 
it du>iild merely be a member of this sovereign. We 
hxfe subjected it to die execatiTe» and we have giiren 
tO'it a^miieh greater part in the g^aend adimmistitilmi 
dmn. what our true interest permits. As the dimas: of 
BTTQie^ aH the strength has been placed in ihe wjU, and 
aQ the weal^oiesain the moTcment and action of the social 
body. 

Thf^ right of presenting projects of laws has been left 
exohudvely to the. l^gidatiiTe, which, fiom* its nature^ is 
&r from being aUe ta know die real state ci dte Govern*^ 
ment, and iirpmely theoretic. 

The power of objectmg to the laws enjoyed by die ex- 
ecutive^ is so much die more inefficacious, as die ddioacy 
of Congress is offended by contradiction. The latter may 
carry its point even with the support, of one-fifdi, or less 
dian one-iSfdi part of its memherSf which leave no means 
of avoiding the eviL 

The free ingress of die Secretaries of State. into die 
CSiaaoibers, to ei^lffln the motives of the Government, being 
prohibited, there is not even left die adoptkm of das !mM*> 
sure, fixr die purpose of enlightening the legislatare oil: the 
niotives of.tbe r^ection of any of its resolutioos. Mudi 
evil might have been avoided by allowi]^ a certain IsfMse^of 
tune, or a proportionate number, of votes, eonsidmiUy 
gneater than wiut is at present isqiured, befbise giving 
validity to the laws objected tO' by die executive. T 

LetHt be observed, that our code of laws, itlreedy too 
voluminous, inst^ of contributing to. our felicity^ presents 
obstacles to its progress. Our laws appear to have ;heen 
formed at random;^ diey are defective in union, in modiod. 
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widi each other, replete with oonfimon, often BuperfluouSy 
and eTen opposed to the ends they are intended to pro^ 
mote. Examples are not waatiiig of its haying became 
indispensable to restrain, by rigorous measures, destvuo^ 
tive and widely spreading eviU; and the law^ made in ^ew* 
sequence, has proved even less effective than the old ones, 
by indirectly protecting the vices which it was wished to 
check* 

In our endeavours to reach perfection, we adopt, as a 
basis of representation, a scale as yet unsuited to our cqwir 
city. By the prodigal dispensation of this august fonction# 
it is become degraded, and it has even appeared, in some 
provinces, that^ to represent the pe(^le is an object of inr 
difference, and even one of dubious honour. Thus has 
originated, in a degree, the discredit into which the laws 
have £allen; and with the laws in contempt, what good 
can be expected from tiiem? 

The executive of Colombia id not on an equality; with 
the legislative; neither is it the he^d of ^e judicial power; 
it is reduced to an impotent ifistrumeat of the siqureme 
paw«r, pi which it d06S not partidpate in the degi«e it 
ought to do; seeing that Ckmgriess encroaches on its na^ 
tural functions in the admhdstration of judicial^ i^odesias* 
tical, and military affidrs. The Goverameiit, which ought 
to be the source and impulse of tiie piiblic force, has to seek 
it out of tiie limits of its own resources, and to look f(Nr 
support to others which ought to be subjected to itsel£ It 
is an essential .characteristic of Government to be the centre 
and depository of strength, without possessing the power to 
caU it into action. Having been deprived of its natural 
functions, it sinks into a lethargy which becomes fatal to 
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the citbdlis, &Bd wMdi entsSIi life doWnfall of tts insdfttr- 
tion. 

The viced of the Conisdtiijfioii) n^^ teferenc^ to' the 
exeoutiye, do not e^d here.' Equally prejudicial^ the 
above, 'is iSde want of resiponsiHlil^ of the Secretaifts of 
State. All refiipoBfiflbiHty resting oh the chief of the adfmi- 
nistration exdusively, the effect of it is destroyed, without 
duly consulting the harmony of the system in its consti- 
tuent parts ; Whil6 the guarantees for the observance of the 
lawi^nre also dinliniriied. In the execution of these lliere 
must be more zeal, when, td the moral re^(yn»bility df 
miiidBters, is added that imposed by their office. There 
will then be a more powerful stimulus to *the advancement' 
of the public gttod. The pumi^hment which might'ble un- 
fortunately falcurred, would not be the cause of greater 
evils, of considerable tumults, or flie origin of revolutions. 
Responsibility in the individual who is the people's choice 
wffl' always be illusory,' if he do not voluntarily' submit 
thereto, or unless, which is very improbable, he should not 
possess ihe means of rendering himself superior to the laws. 
On the oilier band, lliifii responsibility can never be made 
effective, if the cases are undefined in which it is incurred, 
and the penalty is not SpecilSed. 

All observe with astonishment the anomaly of the situa- 
tiott rf Ae executive, invested with a redundancy of power 
conj^iintly with extreme weakness. It was found tniablie 
to repel foreign invasion, or to repress the acts of seditiori, 
unless strengthened with dUctaforial power. The consti- 
tution* itself, sensible of its own- omission, has gone beyond 
itself by the profusion Witii which it grants powers (to the' 
execfxtive in certain cases) which it had economized with 
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jealoiufy; so that. the :Govem]|ieD,t of CokMnbia is.etljb^ 
a miserable source of good, or a destroying torr^Qt 

When has the faculty of tjudging been curried, to suek 
a height in any mtion as in Colombia? 

Considerixig ike mode in whifik are constituted the 
powers of the ree^ctive branches of our Government, may 
it not .be said that the functioBS of the body politic of a 
nation are reduced to the espresaion of its will, and to the 
exe^nition of it ? A third superior agent (the judicial power) 
was added, as if the. faculty of. deciding the laws in. partly 
cular cases were not the principal function of the e^ecur 
tive. In order that it might Hot unduly influence .the 
authorities charged with the interpretation of them, ikem. 
authorities have been, rendered qXiite sepa^tate. J&om. it, 
wbereas, in their nature they form an injtiegral part of j tbQ 
executive; and, notwithstanding the latter power WQ^ 
charged with the duty of qonstant vigilance over the prompifi: 
and complete administration of justipe, this. charge wa^ 
confided to it without providing, it with means of ascer- 
taining the occasions on which its inteiye^tion i^ht be 
proper, or declaring the limits of the exercise of such 
po^er. Even in the feculty of selecting among propec 
persons, the pow«r of the executive has been limited. 

Not content with this extravagance, we have given, 
by subsequent laws> to the; civil tribunals, aQ absolute sur 
premacy in military trials, in opposition .to, the uniforn^ 
practice of ages, derogatory to the autiiority which the 
CcNQstitution gives to the President, and. destructive of dis- 
cipline, which is the basis of a, regular army. Subsequent 
laws, in the judicial part, have only had the, eflect of ex- 
tending the right of judging to a point which it, ^ever 
xMtght to have reached.. In consequence of the law on 
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jttfiml proceedings, lav-suits are become eomplicaied. 
Everywhere are established new courts of judicature and 
tribunals of eantmiB, for the suppression of which the 
miserable inhabitants, who quarrel and make sacrifices for 
the benefit of the judges, are become clamorous. Repeatedly 
hare superior courts, composed almost entirely of income 
petent persons, dedded on the good or bad application of 
the kw. The executiye has received most distressing 
complaints of the venality and injustice of the judges, and 
has had n<» power to punish them; it h^ seen the public 
treasury become the victim of die ignorance and knaveiy 
of the tribunals, widkout having had it in its power to 
apply the remedy, 

' Tie accumulation of the duties of all the branchea tf 
the administration in the hands of the agents of the eze^ 
cutive in the several departments, augments their weak<« 
ness, because the intendants, chiefe of civil order aaid 
domestic security, have confided to them ihe administration 
of the national revenue, which charge requires many indi-* 
viduals, if only to prevent its deterioration. Notwitb* 
standing this aecumulation of duties may appear expedient,' 
IS' it not so, except as regards the military authority, idiich,' 
in the maritime departments, ought to be linked with the 
dvil, and the latter relieved from duties connected with the 
revenue, to the end that each of these branches may p^r^-^ 
form its duty to the public and to the Government in a| 
satis&ctory manner. • 

The municipalities, which might be useful as councils 
to the governors of provinces, have scarcely fulfilled their 
real functions. Some of tliem have dared to take on them- 
selves the sovereignty which belongs to the nation. Others 
have fomented sedition, and almost ^ the new ones have 
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i«ither exaflperated public feeling than promoted pjbnty^ 
Hnprovemenl^ and salubrily, in their nespective mimici- 
palities. Sueh cevpoiations are not benefidal to the objects 
for whidiL they were intended* They ar^ beeome odiousi 
from the taxes (manidpal) they collect, from the trouUe 
they give to the paorties who oompose them, and because^ 
in many places, tihere is^not even a possibility ^ replacing' 
those individuals. What renders them peculiarly pr^iH 
didal, is the obligation imposed by them on the cttiaens,- 
of taking on them an annual magistracy, in ^n^eh they 
consume their time and property, often exposing them* 
selves 'to responsibility, and even c(»nmitting their honour* 
The voluntary exile of various individuals from their 
native homes, to escape the af^intment of these veccar: 
tious offices, is no rare occurrence; and, if I mustdledare 
what is the prevalent opinion, there would be no^ decree 
more popular than the one which should reduce muni- 
cipalities* 

There being no law of general police, even l3ie shadow- 
<rf it'does not exist Hence it results, that the state is a 
mass ai cMifosion, or, I would rather say, a mystery for the 
subordinate agents of the executive, w^ are thrown' mto 
relation with all the individuals of the i^te^ who are not 
manageable without an aotive and efficient police, whi^ 
may place each citizen in immediate connexion with the 
agents of the Government. < From this cause resalt'vaiious 
obstacles to the intendantsin carrying into execution the 
laws and or^Unonces^ inJdie respective branches dependent 
on them. 

fiecority and repose, die chief objects of the wishes of 
l^e' citizens, being destroyed, it has been impossible for 
agriculture to maintaiil itself, even in the deplorable state 
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in.vliicb it.wRB before. Its nan ha9 deoniemkA that.fof 
othinri Jcmdft, of indu^tryy demonliaed die cottafg^ .asd dufu<«! 
imbad die meaniB of pro^mty; all bas.suok. into Ibe 
muery (tf deaolati^^ii^ and in some cadtiiiia di^ dlia^iis liay^ 
resiuiied.ibe)r pxinptiye ind^p€8ade]l9iE^ be^oa^uae, haviiig.lmit 
aU iMpiiig of eHJoymettli, nothing binds them to socie^. 
aiid>d^y are ev;en ooi^i^^tediato itsemexpiea. , Fe^ign; 
c^vneroe has suffered equally witii that of jthe interipr ; ^^ I, 
wiffiA eveja say^ that it scarcely exists on a . suffidoat ,s<^ 
to {trooure to us -the objeists of. indispensable, necessity, 
nMm; particularly so^ as the frauds iaToiured by dt^ hus^ ^d 
die jiidges, in qonjunction /widi niuaerous.&ilures, ,haye, 
deatDoy^d all confidence among the members of a proifesr 
wm. which is aloAe founded in credit 1(^4 ^^ &idir 
And vhatcoiuxuerce.can.exist .without .barter. aud^ wittuoufe 

.Qur ^«r^ > .WHS diiei model of. diat . of. vlonedica And thi^ 
glory of liberty; its obedience to the Law, to the MUg^ 
tffifi^ and to die Gen^n^, appieared to befamg to ib^ heroic 
pe^ods of BiepubUqan virtue* It covered.iteelf wid^.it^. 
drm»i fi>r want of ,unifomisr-;pfidahuxg. foar . waiut» * it (ndn: 
sistied. itself on the spoila of d^e eq^emy— ^«n4 . void of, 
awbidout it bi;eathed only love of pountry. . Swk g^^jcftHm 
virtues have, in a certain degree, been eolipsed by the nsiw, 
laws j)8£ised for its goverimient and protectiop* .Ifi th^ 
shodlm .which, hare been f^t by iU.sodtety, the..j^|di«[r<jbaa> 
had hia share; he no lo|](ger pQSsesis^ anydnng bey^ppd 
devotion to the pause^Jtie has served, luid p. saluto^.^esf^pfe 
to his own scars. I have mentioned the fiital.iplln^liftff 
exeip^ed 03r§r military subordinatipn, by hayiug^sp^ilei:^ . 
it tO;,.cipl tribuiiais, whpB$ doptrip§s .and r^gul^ops ^3;i^, 
destruedve of strict discdpline, to passive submissicHi, m^. 
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to iOi&t blind ohedi«n<^ MFbich fonn tW {Mutiif of iit{li<ttty 
poweif Ae'suppbrt of all sodety. Th^ law, wjilcli permits 
th€^ sokBer to many without permission of Ocrrenmient, has 
been pairticttWly in^orkms to ilt^ army in the' ftunlity of its 
iftov^mients, its force; and its spirit Wi^ great reason i% 
has been prohibited to recrnit from among fediers of &mi- 
lies. In oont^vention of this principle, we have made 
ii»ther» of fiuailies of otir soldiers. , The contempt shown 
to the chiefs from their subordinate officers, through the 
channel of the press, has also contributed to the relaxa- 
tioriol disdpBne. The &ct of having dedared as arbitrary 
detenlion, a corr^otioQal punishment, is to establish by 
miBtary ordinance the rights of man, and to defend 
anarchy among die military, who are most cruel as well 
as most tremendous when they become demagogues. Dan- 
gerous rivalries between civil and military individuals have 
been promoted by writings, and by discussions in Congress; 
no ^longer considering the n^Sitary as the liberators of the 
country, but as the executioners of liberty. Was this the 
reward due to such painful and sublime sacrifices? Was 
this the reooMpense rei^rved to heroes? The scandal has 
even reached the height of exciting hatred and rancour 
among the military of the different provinces, in order that 
unit>n and force might no longer exist. 

I would fidn not have to notice the indulgence' which 
has been shown to solitary offences in this eventful period. 
Every one of our legislators is sensible of the enormity 
of this most ' bhmeable levity. ^MThat army will be in 
future worthy to defend our >iacrM rights, if the conse- 
ipiences of crime are to be tJie reward of it; and if glory 
ceiiSes to be the attendant of fidelity, of valour, of obe- 
dience? 

VOL. II. T 
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fVoni' the year 1821, when we eommeneed die ^FcifoBB 
of our system of finance, eyerylhmg' has been experiment; 
but the last has left Toa- mwe muleoeived than the pt&eedk^ 
ones, • The want of vigour in the administlation^ i^ aU 
and in each of its branches — ^the geneial endeayoor to 
elude the payment of ^ ccmtributioas^-the notQiioiis 
dishonesty and ne^ect on the part of the ooUectC»rs-^t&e 
creation of us^ess empUn/hj their miserable pay, aad the 
v&ry laws themselves, have contributed to dl^stroy ike 
.finances* It has been thought posfdble to oVerconie on 
some occasion this phalanx of difficulties, ^ by invdkfaig t6e 
.assistance of the tribunals: but these, tinder the mask of 
protectors of innocence, have acquitted the refiniG;t<Hy 
debtor and the accused collector. In other instanooft tbe 
delay and consequences of their decisions have a&sded 
an opportunity to Congress to pasfs new laws, whidh. have 
.even, enervated the action of the Govemmentt Up tk this 
time Congress has not regulated the comlmssariiiAs, whidi 
.administer the laig^t portion of the revmiue. Up to this 
.time the Congress has not examined, even oQce» the dis- 
position of the funds of which the Qovemment isr sii«{ily 
the administrator. 

The delay Jfi Europe of the pennon (Mr . Ilurtade) to 
whom, by orders issued in 1823, it beloi^ to giflre an 
account of the millions which are owing fear th# kiai^ con- 
tracted in .London, and ratified by him-^the emulsion «f 
our Charge ^Affaires from Peru, who. w$s nego^ting 
the recovery of the supplies made by us -to that S^epublia; 
lastly, the distribution and . oQnifumption of the natS w^ nri 
property, have forced us to im^, by numerous insorijp^ 
tions in the book of the national debt, charges which they 
might have liquidated. The treasury pf Colombia has 
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lat last reached the crnsis cf not being able to redeem our 
/national honoui; with ihe generous fore^ner, who has ad- 
ivanoed to us his money in reliance of ouir good faith. 
] The army does not receive one-half of its pay ; and, wifli 
', the (Exception of the employes of tl^ revenuOy the recft 
i suffer the greatest misery. ISkaine stops my pen, and I 
iwant the resolution to tell you that the national revenue 
isL hankmpt, and that the Reptiblic is beset by a fonnl- 
dable host of creditors*- 

In describing the chains in which, we are involved, it 
has appeared to me dbiost superfluous to speak to you 
of our relations with other nations. They were proi^erous 
in proportion as our military glory and the wisdom 'of our 
dtSsens displayed themselves ; thus inspiring a confidence 
that our civil organisation and social happinete would attato 
the high rank which Providence had pointed out to us. 
The progress of foreign relations has always depended x)n 
the wisdom of the Government, and the concord of the 
people. No nation has ever rendered itself respected^ but 
from the effects of these advantages ; none ever rendered 
itself reiq>ected without union, which gives it strength; 
and Colombia, in a state of discord, despising its own hws, 
destroying its own credit — ^what inducement caaa. k hold 
out to friendly powers? • What security has^ it of preservmg 
even those friends which it possesses? Itetrogyac&ig in- 
stead of advancing in its civil career, it kisp&eis only soom. 
It has already seen itself provoked ' and insured by an 
aHy which Would not^be m exiistence but fot its- magtia- 
nfanity. Your debisioBils are dbout to detemnne whelhei^ 
Ae friendly powers which have recognized tis^ repentang 
of the act, wiU have to expunge our name from amoilg the 
nations of the world. 
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/ Lifgwhtirn Ir-Qumk and ajfdnonB'id ike taik^wkjiob tbe 
naticHwl wili Ivi' confided io you. SKveycmrnhFe^^iNm, 
4iie ooiApnMniBe in iviach ^ur'ifelkEw-dtizeas.btfre-^^OQd 
youy bysavii^ Colombia* Cast y;^uP']^eiietHitqi^'g^9iio^ 
into, the recondite feelings of tlie'hearis of y«iB ».«QpMti* 
taenia. You will there read the prolonged Bufferings to 
which they are a prey ; they sigh for security asd fot \ 
repfme. A firm, powerful, and just government, is the cry '; 
of the country. Behold her standing on the ruins left by. ' 
despotism, pale with fear, deploring the. loss of 500,000 
heroes, who have died for her, and from whose bloody 
sowed in her fields her rights aris^ 

iTes, legislators! Pead and living, sepulchres and ruins^ \ 
call on you for g^uarantees. . And I who now, seated at. 
the hearth of a simple citizen, igid mixed with the multi- 
tude, resume my voice and my right — I who am the last 
to call for the object of sodf ty — I, who have consecrated 
« a religious worship ta the country and to^ liberty, ought 
not to remain silent at a moment so solemn^ 
. Give us a government under which the laws shall bet 
obeyed, the magistrate respected, and the people free — a^ 
government which shall impede the transgression of the 
general will and the commands of the people.^ 
< Consider, legislators ! that energy in the public fp^oe ^, 
the safeguard of individual weaknesfi^ the menace which, 
deters the unjust man, and the hope of society. Consider, 
that the corruption of the people arises from the indul- 
gence of the tribunals and from the impunity of crime*; 
Observe, that urithout force there is no virtue, and thal^ 
without virtue the Republic perishes. Observe, in shorty 
that anarchy destroys liberty, and that union preservei^ 
order. 
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L^gislatofs! In the name of Golonbfe, I «ttlreal l^itk 
endlem prayers, that, like the Bnmdmce wb<Mn you 
v^ires^ity yen give ti» — as <^e ar1»ten c^ oar destmieB, 
for the. pe^le, for the anny, for tiie judge, imd for the 
aaagistnrte — ^inezmaUe laws. 



SIMON BOLIVAR. 



BogotOj Feb. 29, 1828. 






/ 

/ 



\- 



loKDON i 

PRllltXD BY C. II. RXYNELL, BROAD STRUT, GOtDBM SQtAKEi 



\-^' 



I. 

■ 

i 



THE BORROWER WILL BE CHARGED 
AN OVERDUE FEE IF THIS BOOK IS NOT 
RETURNED TO THE LIBRARY ON OR 
BEFORE THE LAST DATE STAMPED 
BELOW. NON-RECEIPT OF OVERDUE 
NOTICES DOES NOT EXEMPT THE 
BORROWER FROM OVERDUE FEES. 



a^^^^z/vj-v^^ 






. J 



